BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY

THE HANSARD
The House met on 8th November 2017 at 10:07 AM
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus) in Chair

PRAYERS
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Clerk.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
Establishment of Ward Fund committee for Youth and Women
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Hon. Members we have a request from the Chairperson Labor, Social Welfare, Children Youth and Sports and I will read the information here.
We need a formation of the Ward Youth and Women Fund Committee in all electoral Wards that the Department of Youth, Gender Sports, Culture Social Services and Security though the County Ward Administrators established the County Ward youth and women fund committee in the year 2014 as per the Baringo County Youth and Women Fund regulation 2014 whose office tenure then elapsed.
The committee has a critical mandate of ensuring the targeted groups are identified, evaluated and recommended for disbursement by the County credit committee that it is in this regard that all the elected Members of the Baringo County Assembly being the patrons are notified to liaise with their respective Ward Administrators for appointment of new Ward Fund committee as per the regulations 13 of theBaringo County Youth and Women Fund regulation 2014.
Secondly Hon. Members after this sitting, we will have a meeting at the launch with the Speaker and also with some speakers from the LAPFUND and after that we shall have the Liaison committee meeting in the common room.
So Members you know the Members who are supposed to be in that Committee are supposed to be the Chairpersons of all the committees. Yes Hon. Kimosop.
Hon. Kimosop: Thank you. Maybe any deadline on the Ward Fund formation committee, or is there a time frame? 
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Okay as per the letter there is no date that has been given but I will ask Hon. Birchogo to highlight on that. 
Hon. Birchogo: Thank you. According to that letter you can see that the time has elapsed and we need the formation of those committees to be as soon as possible because there is the allocation of the money that need to be given to those youth groups. We are being told that the elected Members to liaise with the Ward Administrators as soon as possible to form those groups. Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Okay. Members, I think it is upon us to decide and I think that we should give a time frame so that the elected Members can be able to move with speed to come up with those committees. Members we can deliberate so that we can come up with a date and then we proceed.
Hon. Kimosop: Mr. Speaker, I think that it would have been prudent considering the challenge we have that we are yet to have a fully constituted Government in terms of the COs and the CECs, it would be prudent to have a sitting with the department for example the director of youth or generally a little engagement with the department so that we know.
We can tell you that the Sub-County Administrators or the Ward Administrators are there probably we may be having concerns on how we would wish to engage and it would be wise that the elected MCAs have an engagement so that we can have a full picture of the matter.
Mr. Speaker, we are new in the County Government, the regulations that were passed probably we may not be able to get a clear picture of what is required of us. So perhaps this House may share with the department that we have an engagement they can come to the launch so that we can have a feeling of how we can move forward it. Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Okay. Hon. Tallam.
Hon. Purity: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I think there is a regulation on how the Committee will be constituted, the regulation is there as passed in the previous Parliament it is only the new Members who have not read it.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Thank you Hon. Tallam, now Hon. Birchogo could you be having the regulation with you?
Hon. Birchogo: Mr. Speaker, at this moment I don’t have the regulation but I am going to write to the director of youth so that he can give us the regulation and if we can invite him so that he can meet with the Members and explain because most of the Members here are new then we shall do that.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): I believe that is okay and I would request that you liaise with the director and get us those copies to each Member and at the same time may be you bring in the afternoon today if possible so that we give to the Members to go through it so that thereafter…but we will set a date now for the formation of the committees, the duration it shall take the formation of the committees. Next Order!
STATEMENTS
Incorporation of Community Health Volunteers in Health Units
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Hon. Members the first statement on our order paper today is a statement from Hon. Jacob Cheboiwo. I request the Chairman for Health to respond if he has an answer to that.
Hon. Barwecho: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I would request for a week because I will have the answer to that question by then. Secondly this comes from Hon. Cheboiwo who is a Member of my committee; it appears like he is asking himself a question so in our standing orders I stand guided. I think he is not in that capacity to ask such a question when he is a member to the committee.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Hon. Chairman of Health, I believe that question was asked by Hon. Charles Kosgei during our previous Assembly.
Hon. Barwecho: Mr. Speaker what I am seeing here is Hon. Cheboiwo…
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): I believe there was a time that the Hon. Speaker allowed Hon. Charles Kosgei to ask the question on behalf of Hon. Cheboiwo ... 
Hon. Kibet: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I support the able Chairman of Health that we Members cannot speculate we just deal with what we have at hand  the rest are hearsays.  It is only what we have here. So it is Hon. Cheboiwo, I am not seeing Charles here.Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): As the name appears there it is Hon. Jacob Cheboiwo but the Speaker had ruled previously that he is not supposed to ask the question and I believe when the Hon. Charles Kosgei asked the question it is only that the correction was not made. Yes Hon. Kibarar. 

Hon. Kibarar: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir. I think some of the Members were absent on that day, the Speaker allowed Hon. Charles Kosgei to read on his behalf and I think it is in the records so we should continue because it was allowed then. 
I don’t see why Members are still arguing but I also want to seek your indulgence on if a Member has a problem in his area and he is in the same committee where am I supposed to direct my question to? Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Hon. Members I want to direct the Chairman of Health to prepare to answer that statement on Tuesday next week in the afternoon, and on the issue of asking questions concerning your committee I believe it would be in order for the Member to request another Member maybe your neighbor or any other Member of this House to ask on your behalf. Yes Hon. Kimosop.
(Loud consultations)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Put off your mic Hon. Kibowen.
Hon. Kimosop: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I think the point of order I am raising is that it is good that you direct the Clerk to capture this properly as much as it was directed previously by the Speaker it is a fact that what we have now was not properly captured.
The impression we are getting is that there might be a mishap between what goes on record and what our clerks produce and you know this is a House of record that the HANSARD reports will be available future researches will be done so it is also good that you direct the clerk to correct this mishap. We don’t just overlook it like that.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Okay, I believe we will ensure that it is corrected so that we don’t have such problems in future. We are done with that statement Hon. Rono you bring that statement on Tuesday at 2.30PM. 
(Statement Deferred)

Lack of Exhausters in Eldama Ravine Town
Statement no. 006/2017 by Hon. Julious Ng’otie.
Hon. Ngotie:  Thank you Mr. Speaker sir. Before I give my statement I would like to complain about this monuments, I call them monuments because they are not working properly and sometimes you seem as if you don’t know to operate but they are not working.If this gadgets are to be replaced they should be replaced. 

I seek a statement from the chairperson of Health services committee on the following matters of concern:

1. If he is aware that there is no single operational exhauster in Ravine town

2. If he is aware that the residents of Eldama Ravine town depend on exhausters from private operators based in Nakuru who charge exorbitant amount of fees for services rendered.

3. If he is aware that most septic tanks in Bondeni, Kisarget and Kapdening in Ravine are full and thus posing an imminent danger of cholera outbreak.

4. What immediate and long term plans is the County Government putting in place to ensure that there are enough exhausters and general improvement of health standards in the mentioned areas? 

Thank you

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Thank you Hon. Ngotie. I would ask Hon Rono, Chairman Health Services to respond. 

Hon. Rono: Thank you Mr Speaker sir, I think on this I will have the answer in a week’s time. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Ok, you could specify the date. Could you bring that statement with the first one, next week Tuesday afternoon? 

Hon. Rono: I will do it Mr Speaker sir.
(Statement Deferred)

Requisite Equipment for Fire Fighting
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus):  That is very ok, we move to the next statement by Hon. Ernest Tarus.

Hon. Kibet: Thank you Mr Speaker, statement number 007/2017. I would like to seek a statement from the Chairperson Transport Public Works and Infrastructure on the following matters of concern. 

1. If he is aware that there was a fire incident at Ainabmoi secondary school on 14th of October 2017. 

2. If there is a fire fighting engine in the County and whether the same is functional or broken down? 

3. Is it true that the same fire engine that is used as a water boozer?

4. If he is aware that during the fire incident at the school members of the public resorted to improvised means to put out the fire instead of the fire engine being used for the purpose.
5. What plans has the County Government put in place to ensure fire incidences are dealt with using the requisite equipment.
Also maybe to add on that is that I expect this answer in the afternoon because the fire station is just here. Of concern also is that these fire incidences, Ainabmoi secondary school is just two kilometres away from the fire station and if we could not solve a fire incident in there how about Tangulbei, Ravine and the furthest end of Bartabwa. So it is a very serious matter and it is an emergency. Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Chairman Transport and Infrastructure and before he answers.  I think Hon. Kibet you are misleading the House that Ainobmoi is two kilometres away. I don’t think so. Mhe Korir please proceed and give us the way forward. 

Hon. Korir: Thank you Mr Speaker, I must congratulate the Hon. Member of Kabarnet for bringing this statement. I think yesterday we had a meeting concerning the same issue but we did not conclude. I hope next week on Thursday afternoon we will a conclusive statement concerning the issue. At this moment fire fighting engine is working so allow me to bring the answer next week Thursday. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Hon. Korir we need the answer not the conclusion. Thursday next week or this week? 

Hon. Korir: On Thursday next week.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Ok that means it is this coming Thursday; tomorrow? 

Hon. Korir: Thank you Mr Speaker, I think I have said clearly that Thursday next week at 2pm. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Well said. Thursday next week we expect your answer concerning the statement. Thank you. Ok I am seeing Hon. Kibet wants to react on that maybe you can... if you are not satisfied please proceed

Hon. Kibet: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I don’t know how to respond for your judgement of distance but I used my vision and I could see Ainobmoi from here it was just an approximation. 

(Laughter)

So I think it is not in order to say I am misleading the House. It is that judgment of human beings. Otherwise if you provide the gadgets we can come up with the exact kilometres. To add on that, I think the time as I had requested, I think Thursday next week is too far, maybe Tuesday because it is just the question of knowing, is it in place, is it operational and what do you have to do if you have a fire incident,  lets say if we are in this House today and there is a fire incident what am I suppose to do? Am I suppose to call them, what are their contacts. That is simple, immediate responses that I need to know. Suppose my vehicle catches fire what am I supposed to do as a member of this County Assembly. Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Ok well said. I want to believe that the Hon. Korir, because it is like the member is not satisfied maybe you can reduce the time a bit so that we can... as he has suggested if you can be able to bring it on Tuesday next week it would be fine.

Hon. Korir: Thank you Mr. Speaker I think I said properly that fire fighting machine is operational as we are talking now but the answers about the Ainobmoi incident will be availed on Thursday at 2pm. Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Ok let it be that way, Hon. Kibet he has asked for Thursday next week. So I believe it will be in order you give him time to look for information and give an answer. I am seeing there is a member there …, I had given the opportunity to Hon. Kibet so please put off your mic…
Hon. Kibet: Thank you Mr Speaker I think I agree with the Chairman for the assurance that the fire engine is working.  So maybe for the other details it is agreeable with me and maybe I want to support the complains from my colleague Hon. Ngotie, these gadgets are really disturbing and embarrassing us. Maybe you need to direct that we can use other modes of communication here. Some members do not have the confidence of talking because they never get through to the system. So maybe we employ other modes as you sort out this issue. Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): That one may not allow other mode, for the sake of the HANSARD, for now let us stick to what we have and we rectify the problem. Otherwise let me allow Hon. Bowen.
Hon. Bowen: Thank you very much Mr Speaker sir, I have two proposals. One, I want to propose that whenever a member of this House asks a question, the question is very important and it affects all the areas. On 14th of October Ainobmoi was destroyed by fire and we expect fires to occur so we wanted the department to think about Baringo as a whole. The way the member has said is true. Supposing it is Tiaty, Kerio Valley, Eldama Ravine, it looks as if the Chairman of this Committee and the officers in charge of fire are sleeping on the job. There is no point of saying you have a fire department which does nothing. So when you are going for your research try to answer Ainobmoi’s case and other fires that have been taking place elsewhere.

Lastly, Mr Speaker sir I think you should adjust your eyes so that you will also be able to see both the left and the right so that we all contribute. Because when a member contributes it is not his question it is the property of this House. So by giving chance to the same member every time and leaving us, I think it is very important that we can also help because the question has come on our behalf. Thank you very much.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Hon. Cheserem but as he comes up I want to ask members that we had ruled that we have these answers next week. So I would not wish that we have debates as at now. Let me allow Hon. Cheserem. 

Hon. Cheserem: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I stood on a point of order which seeking to know if the member is in order for the member to keep on contributing on a matter that you have already ruled, I think he should have to hold on until the time when the Chairman brings the response to the statement sought so is he in order Mr. Speaker sir?

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Thank you I think I had said he is not in order since I had ruled on that matter that we wait till we have the answer next week so let’s put that matter to rest and we proceed to other matters.

(Statement Deferred)

Hon. Members we are done with the statements and I … what is it Hon. Ronoh.
Hon. Ronoh: Hon. Speaker I think this House is a House of rules and procedures and I am concerned with the schedule stated in the Standing Orders on what time we should be in the Assembly on Wednesday that we should be here at 9:30 am, today at the time I was here with Hon. Cherus and Hon. Ernest and we stayed for over one and a half hours, I would like to know the exact time that we are supposed to be here because for that one and a half hours that I was here I could be attending on other issues and come to this place when it is really the time for business in this House because some of us have no time to waste and if it is punishment for me and other Hon. Members to come here on time then let us be told.  I stand guided as to what time should we be here. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Thank you Hon. Ronoh, I have noted that concern on time and I believe that will be discussed in the Speaker’s panel and we will have it rectified but I would request all members to avail themselves when it is time for the plenary as scheduled let it be that time, let us try and observe time even in our committee meetings.  I believe we should continue, I don’t want to allow more debates… Hon. Ng’otie.
Hon. Ng’otie: Mr. Speaker sir, for a moment I was afraid you wanted to muzzle us because I had shown a signal that there is a point of order. There is something we would wish to discuss of County importance which has been happening for the last one week, and I wanted us to debate or you give us a direction.  

We recently saw I social media that the County Government of Baringo are required to pay Ksh.17 Million to a law firm in Nairobi, I am worried maybe in the previous regime may have paid this money or made some deposit and we would like to know what is happening. Ksh.17 Million is not Ksh.300 Mr. Speaker sir. We need to know because even our people from the Wards are asking us what is happening.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus):  First I am not here to muzzle anybody but we are here for the good of the Assembly. Maybe I will wish to refer members to Standing Orders number 32 on the matters of County importance, and if there is any member who would wish to say something on what Hon. Ng’otie has said then you are free to air your views but before that let me read Standing Orders number 32 for all members to be guided, it says “(1) Any member may at any time rise in his or her place and seek leave to move the adjournment of the House for the purpose of deliberating a definite matter of urgent County importance. (2) A member who wishes to seek to move the adjournment of the House shall at least two hours before the commencement of the sitting, hand to the Speaker a written notification of the matter but the Speaker shall refuse to allow the claim, unless the Speaker is satisfied that the matter is definite, urgent and of County importance and may properly be raised on a motion for adjournment of the House.”

So members I want to believe that when you have a matter that you see it that it is of County importance you have to bring it in writing two hours before the commencement of the sitting. Hon. Ng’otie do you want to say something?

Hon. Ng’otie: Thank you Mr. Speaker, now in other words as guided I have to bring this in writing two hours before the next sitting commencing  from now so that in the afternoon session we will be able to deliberate on this matter?

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Correct! I believe that is the way to go… what is your point of information Hon. Kibet?

Hon. Kibet: Mr. Speaker, in the same Standing Order that you have read, it states that unless the Speaker is satisfied and by support of not less than ten members who rise up… just like that you can allocate time just immediately, that is in paragraph three of the same Standing Order.  Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): I believe I have ruled that following that Standing Order we will be having that business today in the afternoon but we should be ready to follow the Standing Orders to the later.  So let’s have it in the afternoon and we can deliberate on it… Yes Hon. Ronoh.
Hon. Ronoh: Mr. Speaker in addition to what Hon. Ng’otie presented we have another issue of Raiply company where by it is also said the County has lost a case which is to cost the County money to the tune of Ksh.300 Million. I would like this Hon. House to also look in to this issues,  we should not be losing money as a County anyhow and we have people who can protect the County from such loses.  Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Ok, we will follow the same procedure and if it qualifies then we will deliberate on it in the afternoon and I am of the view that this House needs to move with speed so that we don’t lose money… I know there are people out there who are scouting for free money. Hon. Kimosop. 
Hon. Kimosop: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I have a proposal, both matters are weighty, the one raised by the Chairman of Health on the loss of Ksh.300 Million and this of lawyer Donald Kipkorir that we are going to pay him Ksh.17 million because of carelessness. I think to me these two are critical and instead of rising on two matters of County importance we can combine them and give it to one member and in this case Hon. Ng’otie to move it in the afternoon.  There has also been several other information that has been flying around regarding corrupt practices and those kind of things and so I think it will be prudent for them to be combined and be given to one member to move. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand guided by your ruling and the information I had sought to supply earlier is that after this you know we have Liaison Committee meeting of the which brings together all the chairmen and I would actually request that we don’t drag much so that we get to that meeting which is chaired by the Deputy Speaker who may not be around from tomorrow until perhaps next week and the agendas are critical for purposes of committees.  I had to provide that information so that we can have this engagement properly in the afternoon today.  Thank for your ruling, Mr Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Thank you,  I believe that it is in order for us to deliberate on those two issues in the afternoon and Hon. Ng’otie if you can bring both,  it will be ok but if not we may have the two members bring those items then we deliberate in the afternoon… I am seeing Hon. Kibarar looking forward to say something.

Hon. Kibarar: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I rise to support that these issues be combined in one motion but I have an opinion that this Hon. House is charged with many things like oversight and many others, I want us to take care so that we may not get in to a trap of the media, reading everything which is in the media we should be aware that everything there could not be true.

We have many departments from the Executive side and the Assembly side who are able to see which statement is correct and which one is not so that we may not be debating on issues that may have been used by a person to look for money or publicity.  So let us be careful so that we don’t debate anything that we see because some of this may be propaganda and others may be aiming for our down fall. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Hon. Aengwo.
Hon. Aengwo: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir I have stood on a point of order, you know once a matter has been directed that it be debated in the afternoon, I think we should wait till that time 

(Applause)
I would like to request members that let us actually move forward and be more understanding on our Standing Orders and the rulings made by the Speaker because we are all listening, therefore Mr. Speaker I want to say that let us move with speed, we have a meeting in the lounge and we have the liaison after this and plenary in the afternoon so let us not drag ourselves Mr. Speaker.
ADJOURNMENT

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Tarus): Thank you, I believe we rest that item at that point, the reason why we need the two hours is for the members to find facts and table them in this House otherwise let us not bring up things which are not factual.  I would request that let us look for the right information, bring to the House and we will debate on the facts, otherwise we will end there.

Order members! This House stands adjourned to 2:30 pm today.
The House rose at 10:52am
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