BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD

The House met on Thursday 9th November 2017 at 4:02 P.M
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat) in Chair

PRAYERS
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Clerk.
PAPERS

Report on the Assumption of the office of the Governor

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Leader of Majority.
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Mr. Speaker I would like to lay the Report on the Assumption of the office of the Governor of September 2017. Here is the document Mr. Speaker and I beg to lay.

[Hon Kipchumba (The Leader of Majority laid the paper on the table)]

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you, the Leader of Majority has laid a document and I commit it to all Committees so that they are able to read and understand the New Government but the first Committee to look at it is Budget and Appropriations Committee. Next order!
NOTICES OF MOTION
Setting up of an Oncology Centre and Citizens 
awareness on early Cancer Detection

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): There is a motion by Hon. Jacob Cheboiwo and who has been dedicated by the Hon Member? Yes Hon. Purity Tallam.
Hon. Purity: Thank you Mr. Speaker I rise on behalf of Hon. Jacob Cheboiwo MCA Kisanana ward, I beg to give notice;

Recognizing that Article 43 of the constitution of Kenya provides that every Kenyan has the right to the highest attainable standard of health which includes the right to health care services including reproductive health care,

Acknowledging that health sector is a devolved County Government function as per the fourth schedule of the constitution of Kenya and that Article 189 further provides for co-operation between the national and county Governments in the performance of functions and exercise of powers in the delivery of services to the people of Kenya;
Concerned that cancer is prevalent terminal disease which has claimed many lives within our County and has led to rampant unending suffering, pain and misery of our people;

Now therefore, this Honorable House urges the County Government Liaison with the National Government to do the following:
i. Set a team of experienced oncologists and doctors and highly skilled medics for exceptional expertise in cancer care and put in place measures to establish a cancer center within Baringo County for early diagnosis of cancer and treatment.

ii. Establish state of the art cancer center with enough equipment’s and a diagnostic lab to deal with the pre and post care center of cancer patients.

iii. Set aside funds for cancer awareness mechanisms and sensitization of the citizens of health lifestyle early cancer detection strategies and other preventive measures for cancer eradication like diet interventions and physical fitness.

Mr. Speaker I beg to give notice.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): This motion is referred to House Business Committee to allocate time. Next!
Plan, Policies and use of County Land for sustainability

Hon. Rono: Mr. Speaker I beg to give that;

Aware that Chapter five of the constitution of Kenya provides for elaborate provisions on land and environment and that Article 60 provides that land in Kenya shall be held, used and managed in a manner that is sustainable, equitable, efficient, productive and in accordance with the principles of land policy in Kenya;

Recognizing that article 69 and 70 of the constitution of Kenya provides for obligations in respect of the environment and that the state shall ensure sustainable exploitation, utilization management and conservation of the environment and natural resources and ensure equitable sharing of the accruing benefits;

Acknowledging that, land in Baring County is enormously endowed with varied ecological zones that have land cover either as agricultural zones, tourism attraction sites, forest, nature reserves, urban and natural settlements, water bodies, water catchment areas and recreational zones;

Disturbed that the county Government has not created awareness on proper land use planning thus rendering most land in the county to lie idle.

Now therefore, this Honorable House urges the county Government to do the following:

i. Consolidate land in all parts of the County such that arable land is identified for agricultural use, land for livestock keeping, for urban settlement and commercial enterprise.
ii. Reclaim idle land that is either water logged, eroded or unutilized.

iii. Put in place land policies, plans and development strategies to ensure planning and zoning of urban and rural areas for sustainable land use in the county in line with Kenyan land laws.

Mr. Speaker I beg to give notice. Thank you.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you Hon. Rono, I too refer the Notice of Motion to the House Business Committee for allocation of time. You will be given notice when it will come for deliberations. Next
STATEMENTS

Issues of Law Suits on Cess Collection for Forest Products

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Rono.
Hon. Rono: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I seek statement 009 of 2017 from the leader of majority party on the following matters of concern;
a) If he is aware that Baringo County Government alongside other respondents were sued by Raiply Woods Kenya Limited cited as high court constitutional petition number 4 of the 2016 claiming illegal Cess collection on forest produce harvested within the county.
b) If he is further aware that a judgment was finally delivered on the same prohibiting Baringo County Government from collecting and Cess from petitioners thus denying the county huge amounts of revenues. If he is further aware that Baringo County Assembly was barred from enacting and legislation i.e finance act on levying of Cess respect of any forest produce within the county.
c) What are the substantial negative economic impacts of such judgment to the County?

d) What plans and strategies does the county Government have to mitigate on the above issue in order to continue generating revenue and avoid re-occurrence of the same?

Thank you

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Do you have the answer Leader of Majority?
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Mr. Speaker I do not have the answer but I request Hon Rono to give me time until Thursday next week so that I bring elaborate answer from the relevant bodies.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thursday 16th November at 2:30p.m we are expecting the answer. Clerk next!
(Statement Deferred)

MOTION
Report on the Vetting of Nominees for the Positions of 
County Executive Committee (CEC) Members

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Leader of Majority.
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Mr. Speaker sir that this House adopts the report of the Committee on appointment on vetting of ten (10) nominees for appointment to the position of County Executive Committee Members. Mr. Speaker the Appointment Committee comprises of the following Members;
1. Hon. David Kiplagat (the Speaker)- Chairperson

2. Hon. Ameja Selemoi MCA Churo Amaya Ward (Deputy Speaker)

3. Hon. Lawi Kipchumba MCA Lembus Kwen Ward (Leader of Majority)

4. Hon. Sam Limo Lourien MCA Tirioko Ward (Leader of Minority)

5. Hon. Peter Kebut MCA Ewalel ChapChap Ward- Member
6. Hon. Cornelius Cheruiyot MCA Maji Mazuri Mumberes Ward-Member
7. Hon. Maria Losile MCA Loyamoruk Ward-Member
8. Hon. Joseph Leparsalaach MCA Ilchamus Ward- Member

9. Hon. Joel Kipchew MCA Kabartonjo Ward-Member
10. Hon. Caroline Kessei MCA Baringo County-Member
Mr. Speaker, His Excellency the Governor tabled ten names on 11th October 2017 to this Assembly and passed which you dedicated it to the Appointment Committee for vetting. 
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): What is the meaning of passed?

Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): No it was tabled in this House Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): You substitute the word passed with tabled? 

Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Yes.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Okay, continue
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Mr. Speaker the Committee basically looked at the academic qualifications, employment records, professionalism affiliation and knowledge on relevant subjects, strength, weaknesses, suitability, integrity, potential conflicts of interest, vision and leadership. 
In expectations and key priorities, the Committee received two petitions but after ventilating, they were rendered futile since it could not meet the threshold in accordance to the law with section 7 (10) of the Public Appointments of County Assemblies. 
Mr. Speaker, I will give the summary of each member and the following Members were vetted

Mr. Speaker the appointment Committee started their vetting with one Mr. Richard Kipter Rotich CEC nominee for agriculture, livestock and fisheries, which indeed Committee in summary found the nominee suitable for the appointment.
Mr. Speaker the Committee also found that Mr. Joel Kibiwott Koima CEC nominee for water and irrigation was indeed suitable for the docket.
The third member to be vetted by the appointment Committee was Mr. Philemon Kipkosgei Rono CEC nominee for transport, public works and infrastructure who also was suitable for the appointment. 
Mr. Speaker the fourth member to be vetted was Miss Scolah Jepkessei Kimeli CEC nominee for environment, natural resources tourism and wildlife which whom the appointment Committee recommended that she was not suitable for the job. Mr. Speaker the reasons are well indicated and each and every Hon. Member can read. But she is subject to the Assembly!
The fifth was Mr. Thomas Ole Nong’onop CEC nominee for education, sports culture, gender and social services which in summary the Committee found him suitable for the appointment.
Mr. Speaker the Committee vetted Mrs. Maureen Jemutai Rotich CEC nominee for devolution public works and administration and ICT and recommended that she was suitable for the docket. 
The seventh nominee to be vetted was Mr. Clement Lomaring’oria CEC nominee for industrialization commerce, enterprise and cooperative development which the Committee recommended him suitable for the job.
Mr. Speaker Mr. Elijah Kipkoros CEC nominee lands, housing and urban development was recommended suitable for the appointment by the Committee.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hold there, on. Member. Hon. Members my ears are getting murmurs from some of the members. Consulting is not illegal but if I hear, then I have to intervene. You may have to use sign language to consult. Proceed. 

Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Mr. Speaker the 8th nominee was Miss. Mary Chebet Panga, the County Executive nominee for Health Services. Mr. Speaker in summary the Committee found the nominee suitable for the appointment for the County Executive Committee member for Health Services. 
Mr. Speaker the 9th member was Mr. David Sergon Chesire the County Executive nominee for Finance and Economic Planning. In summary the Committee found him suitable for the appointment of County Executive Committee member for Finance and Economic Planning. 

Mr. Speaker in summary the Committee found the nine Nominees’ suitable that is:  Dr. Richard Kipter Rotich, CEC Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries. Mr. Joel Kibiwott Koima CEC Water and Irrigation. Mr. Philemon Kipkosgei Rono CEC Transport, Public Works and Infrastructure. Mr. Thomas Ole Nong’onop CEC Education, Sports, Culture, Gender and Social Services. Dr.  Maureen Jemutai Rotich CEC Devolution Public Services and Administration ICT. 

Mr. Clement Lomaring’oria CEC Industrialization, Commerce Enterprises and Cooperative Development. Mr. Elijah Kipkoros CEC Lands, Housing and Urban Development. Miss Chebet Panga CEC Health Services. Mr. David Sergon Chesire CEC Finance and Economic Planning.

The Committee found the nine nominees suitable but where the matter arises is on the 10th nominee Scholar Chebet Jepkessei Kimeli CEC nominee for Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management. 

Mr. Speaker all these are subject to the Assembly, the Committee is not final and I think the final people to approve or to disapprove is the Assembly. Mr. Speaker I therefore beg to move a motion that the House adopts the report of the Committee on the vetting of the 10 nominees for appointment to various positions of County Executive Committee. Mr. Speaker I call upon the Minority Leader to second. 

Hon. Limo (Leader of Minority): Thank you Mr. Speaker. As we have heard, the nominees and how the Committee sat, I stand to second the Majority Leader, Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Members you have just received and I hope every one of you has a copy of that report. The report is now before you, the appointment Committee has done their part, now I want to ensure that everybody has a copy and if it is so I then propose the question.

(Question proposed)

Debate is open. Who goes first? Yes Hon. Lotela.

Hon. Lotela: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I stand to seek three clarifications in relation to the vetting done by the appointment Committee. First, I just went through the report and what is not clear to me is where the Committee decided to close the window or the door of information from when the names were submitted.

But we have not been told how the competitive bidding was done to select the firm that was awarded the contract to interview and shortlist the nominees of the County Executive members. I want a clarification on the background information. Who shortlisted them? Who interviewed them? And even the marks they scored we want it be provided to this House.

Secondly Mr. Speaker. Can the office of the Governor table the profile of the said company to ascertain its competence to conduct the said interview and short listing? Can this House also be furnished with full list of all those who applied for the positions of the County Executive Committee member including the copies of their individual  cover letters   be tabled in the House for Members. What was the criteria used to determine the cut off for those who applied and how much the firm that won the tender paid to interview and shortlist those officers.

Mr. Speaker my other clarification is on the nominee number one. We have been told where he was born the employment records but I am only interested with the educational background.  We have been told where he went for primary and secondary school, we have also been told where he went for university where he got his first degree and then went for a masters and now he is doing a PHD in Strategic Management from Moi University.

Mr. Speaker we are not told the kind of degree he did the first and the second, I am not even getting it but here we have been told he is doing a PHD in Strategic Management the rest we are not been told.

(Hon. Chepsongol Stands in His Place)

Hon. Chepsongol: Mr. Speaker, is it in order for the Member to interrogate this Honorable House on issues of interviews and short listing while we want to discuss the report?

(Applause)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): I have heard your point of order but before you rose up Hon. Chepsongol, I had noted something unless I did not see the report. Hon. Lotela where you are questioning about nominee number one Dr. Richard Keter because according to what I have before me he is already a PHD graduate and what you are saying is that he is an ongoing student unless your document is different from our document. I refer you to paragraph three the last line, you have seen that?

Hon. Lotela: Yes.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): He is actually a PhD holder.

Hon. Lotela: That is what I said Mr. Speaker. We have been told that he is a PHD holder but the first degree and the second degree is not mentioned here. The last clarification Mr. Speaker is interestingly on the nominee the Committee found not suitable. 

Mr. Speaker, when I read the content on the suitability of that candidate and the kind of  background of information on Education Mr. Speaker, I seek more clarification on how can I be disqualified when I am tensed instead of being given time to relax and given  water or maybe suspend the vetting process. 

(Applause)

When you are tensed that could not be a reason why you are not suitable for the job, maybe the environment was scaring and Mr. Speaker I suspect some of the vetting Members may have a very gloomy face that scared the lady.

I am afraid that if somebody can be scared, maybe she had never attended any interview or such kind of a vetting and maybe she was misinformed but now we are being told here that the lady was so tensed, this is very interesting. They are saying that the lady appeared tensed and under pressure, who measured it Mr. Speaker. We need a medical record to show the pressure was high or low.

(Laughter)

Yes, it is not a laughing matter Mr. Speaker. You know when someone says you were under pressure, from what Mr. Speaker? Maybe,  and you know there is Economical pressure, we now have a crisis in our Country, maybe she was so concerned, probably she was coming from the prayer room where she was meditating and we need to be told. I need to get that clarification Mr. Speaker. That was so serious. Before I support or I decline to support this report Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you. I need to make a ruling on a point of order that was raised by Hon. Chepsongol whether a Member is entitled to query on the merits of the short listing.

You have raised some issues Hon. Lotela, the last point of the clarification on measuring the pressure can proceed I am sure somebody will  answer that but on the issue of whether you have the right now at this point to question the short listing by the appointing authority.

I think you had that opportunity at the time that the report was tabled, so when the report was tabled we got 10 names from the Executive so that was the time when you had the opportunity to say no it should have been A or B.

But now the Committee was ceased of those names and the Committee which represents all the Membership here had the opportunity to look at the document, see the demeanor of the candidates and hence the report before you. 

So I think it would be fair if we just confine ourselves to what is before us today. I think then we can proceed. Who is next? Yes Hon. Makal.

Hon. Makal: Mr. Speaker I really appreciate the work of the Committee. As we are aware that this County needs the CECs so that we can perform our function so I really appreciate the good work of the Committee.  

Mr. Speaker, I support this motion with an amendment. What I have seen here from the report is that there is a candidate here for CEC nominee for Environment and Natural Resources. Mr. Speaker I want you to control me there is a Hon. Member here who is putting…

(Laughter)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): I hope he does not deny you the ability to proceed. 

An Amendment on Unsuitability of Scholar Chebet Jepkessei Kimeli to Suitability

Hon. Makal: Okay. Mr. Speaker what my eyes is  seeing is that this nominee got a first class honors from Moi University but when I turn to the recommendation of the Committee they are saying that she is not suitable.

Mr. Speaker unless I did not go to school! so I need to change that. Mr. Speaker I have an amendment that I support this motion with the amendment that delete the word from not suitable to read suitable in the Committee report.

(Applause)

I request Hon. Kibarar to second my amendment.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Do you have any writing for the amendment? 

(Hon. Makal tabled the amendment)

Members I have just received a handwritten amendment as I consider this handwritten amendment the floor is still open for debate so Members can still ventilate. Yes Hon. Betty.

Hon. Birchogo: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I want to start with the first nominee who was vetted Dr. Richard Keter Kiprotich. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Just go on

(Loud consultations)

I can see Members benefited from the recent induction process, proceed Hon. Betty. 

Hon. Birchogo: If you see the time that the first nominee was vetted it was 9.40am in the morning, the second nominee Joel Kibiwott Koima was vetted at 11.15am, then the next was vetted at 2.30 pm.

Scholar Kimeli was vetted at 3.55pm underline that, the next one was vetted at 10.00 am, as you can continue you can see that the other one was vetted at 11.35am, and I have a point on that that is why I want Members to go through. The last one was Clement who was vetted at 2.35pm. 

The vetting of Scholar took place at 3.55pm in the evening and now this report has come and they are telling us that the lady was tensed tired and all that and it was at 3.55pm she being the only one who was vetted at that time.

Some of us were there as friends, and you can see before the lady sat down she was told there was a petition against her although it had not been adopted. You can imagine a lady from Endorois land, she is marginalized because the Endorois people are marginalized and it was ruled in the African Court of Guinea that they are marginalized. What is the meaning of marginalization? That means these people are underprivileged in terms of Education, Development and exposure.

I am standing here as a woman and I am standing here as a lady and I am standing here as a mother who can sire a child and who can be underprivileged in this society. I want to believe that no one should be discriminated from where she comes from.

No woman should ever feel that she is being harassed because she cannot express herself, who can stand here and say that he or she had a first class honours. This is a woman who went to Loboi Primary school then proceeded to Rockdale Secondary School which is a day school then she proceeded with a very small grade until she got a first class honors.

With CPA (K) and some of us here are still struggling to study and we want to deny someone else a chance of life to serve the people of Baringo; it is so unfortunate and it becomes more unfortunate when it is a fellow woman because I believe she is a resident of Baringo County, she is a woman who comes from the underprivileged community called Endorois. 

I believe she can work, if she came from Rockdale Secondary School and had a 1st class honors what can’t she do in the County Government! It is so unfortunate but I believe when you say that she is unsuitable what is the meaning of that? Suitability is a relative word, what is suitable for me is not suitable for you. Allow me to quote it in Swahili, sumu yako inaweza kuwa dawa yangu. 

Mr. Speaker, when you tell me you are dealing with suitability it beats logic. It should be objectivity, the qualifications, the experience that this lady has and I believe it will be very wrong for this Assembly to deny a girl child an opportunity to serve just because they believe she was tensed and she could not express herself. If you can go back, you can see this lady has been harassed so much in Facebook. She was in a whole page of Standard newspaper and it is malice, you don’t destroy someone. Some leaders were even going round saying that this lady had not made her hair, is it the hair that is coming to work at the County Government or that lady.

(Applause)

This lady has been cyber bullied and I believe if you have never been a victim of cyber bullying you won’t be here and you cannot feel the pain. We have seen many experiences of people who have committed suicide because of cyber bullying. After allthis lady could sit and answer questions. Many people went around mocking her in her presence and I stand here to support her because I believe no person, no woman should undergo that. I beg to support the amendment, Thank you.

(Applause)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Kimosop.
Hon. Kimosop: Thank you Mr. Speaker...

(Mic goes off)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Kimosop, you are off. I hope you don’t come from the marginalized area.

(Laughter)

Technology is a challenge. There is a point of order. Who has a point of order? Hon. Saphina? Ok the rest … the others switch off your Mics we want to hear the point of order from Hon. Saphina. Hon Saphina please proceed. All of you put yours off only Hon. Saphina’s should be on. Don’t touch anything close there.
Hon. Saphina: No I am not touching. I have risen on a point of order which is on standing order.... standing order in regard to amendments, procedure for amendments. Before you is an amendment which has been brought by Hon. Makal and what we are debating right now is the amendment so I thought maybe we can follow the right procedure for the amendment so that it is in order. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Point of clarification I have only received a written application for an amendment and I have not said anything on that. I am still slowing debate. The word for amendment is still debate, I have not formally put the question whether we can debate amendment or not. So members are still free to debate for or against. Proceed 

Hon. Kimosop: I was just mentioning my disappointment on these gadgets. But first things first. I want to thank the membership of this Appointment Committee for the work well done, the report is exhaustive; of course,  we expect that you have a lot of other information and raw data that we can still access to be able to get in to this report to the finer details. I will be supporting this report but subject to the amendment. I thank my brother Makal and I think the mood of the House is that you may need to rule on this amendment so that we are clear whether we are debating the amendment first or we are debating the report.

(Applause)

The procedure is we should dispose off the amendment so that it can be part of the report. I know this is a weighty matter, a matter of public interest. I think for once we are seeing our gallery is full and the media so I wouldn’t want to spend a lot of time so that many members can also get time to debate this matter. 

The major concern is that the Committee has actually recommended suitability of nine members of this executive Committee. But they have recommended one member as not suitable who is Ms Scola and that is an area that I have a concern. We can see the mood in the House is the concern on the ruling on not suitable. I think that is where we have a concern. Ideally vetting is actually meant to bring out something very serious, a major issue maybe a scandal, a criminal offense or something that is very strong.

(Applause)

You know there is a difference between an interview and a vetting. This Committee was just meant to do a vetting, we are an oversight. As to how the Governor arrived at his names it is his business he would have shortlisted them. Interviewed them it is up to him. But when he brings the names here, the idea is to see if there is a criminality, if there is an offense, if there is a scandal or something very big. 

Mr. Speaker, what is the criminality of Scolah according to the Committee? What came out that was so strong, what is the scandal that we can lay our hands and say this is really her scandal? To me nothing is really coming out. She was born in Loboi, I represent Loboi, Mochongoi Ward. I am actually her MCA here in this Assembly and I want to say on her behalf and even on behalf of the people of Mochongoi that this particular nominee has gone through real trauma which is unjustified.

She has been a victim of harassment, cyber bullying as my sister is saying. Loboi where she comes from is at the heart of Lake Bogoria and I started actually by thanking the Governor because for a long time some of us have been campaigning that we should have a CEC from areas that have tourism resources. You know Balala the CS in charge of Tourism comes from Mombasa, Karisa Maitha and Ronald used to come from Mombasa so some of us politicians from that area were pushing that we get a CEC tourism from areas that we have tourism resources. 

She comes from the gate of Lake Bogoria that generates 60 million to this county. It is a marginalized area and I want to caution people, you know when we talk of marginalization people should really understand, I have even seen the nominee from the Pokot land being subjected to a lot of harassment. That his degree may not be right or maybe bad and that kind of thing. You know for people from those areas from Pokot land, Endorois land, Ilchamus land. Communities that never got education earlier.....

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): There is a point of order from Hon. Rono. Proceed Hon. Rono

Hon. Rono: Mr. Speaker sir is the Hon. Kimosop in order to dismiss what Hon. Lotela had asked about the first nominee because according to what I see here is ... unless he studied rocket science but what I am seeing is that all the nominees have their academic backgrounds from primary to the PhD levels. What they started from the first degree to the second degree but the first one there is no record, why are you giving for others and omitting others. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Kimosop you are still on your feet? 

Hon. Kimosop: I was really making my own contributions in reference to the contributions that was made to any other member and I have not dismissed or rubbished any other member in any contributions. It is squarely in the purview of the Governor to have arrived at his CECs. It is the duty of this House to only help the public and other scandal, crime or something that is extremely big. That is the essence of vetting. 

The point I was making because I still have only two points to rest my case, is on this question of marginalization. If you have been to areas that some of us come from, the areas got education the other day, the areas that people still go to day schools, you know the challenges that we go through.  You go to the entire Endorois land all the way to the area of Loboi and Arabal where we have challenges. I have seen this nominee from Pokot land being subjected to a lot of questions as to whether his degree is fair or unfair. For people who have been to that area to see from themselves, in fact to me it takes a lot of courage, effort for him to have even thought of getting a degree from Minnesota University. You go to those areas and you imagine that this is a fellow who dreams all the way to the USA is a brilliant mind that should be congratulated in my opinion.

(Applause)

So we should really be a bit careful when we are handling people from those areas. But then finally on the question hard work, the nominee that we are about to reject which some of us will not accept, if we have to go by this report it should be rejected went to a school, you know Rockdale secondary school is a school that was started by Moi in the late 90s by the communities around there by requesting them to help them gets the grade and refuses to allow her dream die. Go to KATC1, 2 CPA 1 all the way to CPA(K) and she enrolled for a degree, you know when you have CPA(K) you can actually go for Master’s Degree directly. She decides instead of going for Master’s Degree directly she enrolled for a Degree in Moi University not in any university that you can doubt. You can just go to Eldoret and certify whether she has a degree or not and she gets a first class and she is doing Masters. It is an embodiment and let me tell you for me from that area, if for example we are going to lose this position member it is hectic to get another girl child with similar degree qualifications. To us, to get a degree is a celebration in fact what awaits all of you if we approve is a huge celebrations. 

But finally, is what we have witnessed in the recent past. While personally, I stand and believe in virtues of integrity, transparency and we will stand in this House to defend transparency. I have a background in civil society and human rights work, but surely as a Government of Baringo County we will not accept bullying and intimidation. We have seen demeaning, derogatory comments against the Governor, nominees and against the Assembly. 

You know that Headmaster is going to do this today, the children have assembled. I mean surely even if you are the watchdog let us do it with respect, we have institutions that can handle the issues that you are raising. You cannot just be a blogger or anybody who cannot pursue avenues, you just want to malign people’s names, you do not want to present information that you have before set up Committees, you don’t want to go to court, you don’t want to raise the matters before the set up Committees and those kinds of things and then you expect this House, a whole honourable House of people who are elected and nominated through a rigorous process to actually subdue to pressure. I don’t think we will go that route, some of us will not accept and we will speak our minds.

Personally the key thing for me is this amendment because we may debate, we forget this amendment and then eventually we don’t realize what we have done. Thank you Mr Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you, I have seen the floor, the direction, where members are heading to and I have seen the application for amendment. I think we will still achieve the same thing if we formally ask the mover to have it seconded and then we open it up officially and then from there we see how it goes. Who is the mover?  Hon. Makal do you want to call for a seconder? This is technology we have come back from a short recess and I can see members have forgotten. Once we have said one member is speaking the rest put off, we have a challenge with these machines.

Hon. Makal: I request Hon. Paul Kipsang Kibarar to second my amendment. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): You can come and use the near one.

Hon. Kibarar: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir I rise to second the amendment following the replacement of the words not Suitable to suitable in number nine to written number 10 and number 10 be deleted for the section of the suitable. This is because as you find on suitability, if all members have this thing it is written the nominee was cited her experience in finance would translate to positive in matters of tourism revenue and wildlife management which goes in hand with what she had been awarded to be the CEC. Thank you Mr. Speaker sir.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you members.

(Question on amendment proposed)
The debate is now open, whether or not that amendment be adopted. I would wish to hear from this side. I think I have heard from this side too much. Who goes first so that we can control. That is Hon. Tarus? The rest of the members put your microphone off. I can see there is a problem at the front row so you might have to come to the front row.
Hon. Tarus: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I want to support and add my contributions that the amendment be made and as it has been mentioned by Hon. Kibarar that we put the nominee Scolah to be number 10. I tend to think this nominee seems to have been harassed before the interview or the vetting started. Therefore I would wish that she should not be excluded. 
Mr. Speaker let me take you to page 25 of this report, there is something I want to bring forth from that page, the nominee for commerce and industrialization that is Mr. Clement Lomaring’oria, just like the other nominees, the year of graduation for the diploma he attained has not been mention, same to the degree the year of graduation was not mentioned, the year of studies that the two levels of education were undertaken were not stated, however I am not here to say that he is not qualified but I want to put it clearly that just like nominee number one, as much as there is a problem on the statement. I believe during the interviews they passed well and those who interrogated their documents were satisfied and therefore I want us as a House to pass the whole list of the ten nominees and approve all of them as it is

(Applause)
I want to believe that the nominee for Tourism must have been given a hard time so that she could not be able to answer the questions appropriately and therefore I wish and request this House to approve the ten nominees in the entirety.  Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Kibet.
Hon. Kibet: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir I rise to support this report with amendment.
Mr. Speaker I have read through the work of the Committee…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order Hon. Kibet, we are yet to come to the report, what we want now is on the amendment.

Hon. Kibet: Ok, I rise to support the amendment, Mr. Speaker this lady scored a first class honors which is a highlight, none of these nominees went near to that position. 

(Applause)
It is not only about the spoken word but also about the written word, the first class honours is written, the other stories of how composed she was is just spoken. The lady was not able to communicate well according to the Committee and I am still surprised, it seems also the Committee on appointment is under pressure in this House
(Applause and laughter)
They are not defending what is happening here Mr. Speaker, they have talked about nominee number one who happens to come from my Ward, the Committee should rise and say they had made an omission and say that he did this in the first degree and this in the second degree, where are the Committee members are they in the House?

Mr. Speaker I want to say, even a child of a white man is born knowing English as a mother tongue, does this mean he or she is very clever? Because of the spoken English? Mr. Speaker the quality of the Committee is wanting by saying the lady is not suitable because of not sitting properly on the seat, not being able to look at them in the eyes, not being able to compose herself… they have said she was tense and under pressure and that became the basis of disqualification and lack of suitability.

Mr. Speaker I want to support the amendment and also to support what my brother from Mochongoi Ward said.  The lady comes from the most marginalized community, she went to Loboi primary school then to a very remote school and she managed to score a grade that enabled her to register for KATC, I myself I am a trained accountant with a Master’s degree, I have done CPA and I know what it entails, it is hard work all through to the level of CPA(K). 

(Applause)
Mr. Speaker I don’t know it may be that these members do not understand what CPA(K) is …
(Laughter)
Then she got a first class in a renown university… this is not Kisii University…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order! Order! Hon. Kibet you have to withdraw that because that university you have just said offers degrees in your neighborhood and even to your supporters.
Hon. Kibet:  I withdraw Mr. Speaker sir, I just wanted to stress how I feel about this that the lady should be the first among equals to have been recommended as suitable Mr. Speaker. I also want to be very understanding on this matter, according to me she has worked only in one employment and maybe this might be her second interview in her lifetime. So the source of the tension and pressure must have come from such situations. I beg to support the amendment. Thank you.

(Applause)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Tuwit, what is your point of Order!
Hon. Tuwit: My point of Order Mr. Speaker is that reading the mood of the House I want to request you on behalf of the members that you put the question on the amendment Mr. Speaker sir.
(Applause)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you Hon. Tuwit, I am not very sure whether there are any contrary views… yes Hon. Fransica. 

Hon. Cheburet: Thank you Mr. speaker sir, I rise to oppose the amendment, I have been listening to most of my colleagues deliberating on this amendment and I feel that I am one of the daughters who come from marginalized areas also and we don’t want to encourage our girls or boys that because they come from a dry area or a very marginalized place they become intellectual dwarfs, I believe our people…

(Loud consultations)
That is it … I do apologize but I wish to continue… I apologize Mr. Speaker and I wish to continue…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): It is ok, Hon. Members just to save time she has already apologized and she has withdrawn that word.
Hon. Cheburet: Yes Hon. Speaker, I have withdrawn that word. Mr. Speaker I am not in support of the amendment because I want to believe Baringo County is bigger than one person and I want to believe in Baringo South we also have daughters who are very intelligent. I believe in the list of interview there were three ladies from Baringo South and I believe from my own point of reasoning from these three there must have been one of them who is now disadvantaged that she was not listed.

Secondly Mr. Speaker, when it comes to vetting, I was reading through the point that was written on Scolah and it say that… people are just going for one weakness but when you look at the role of the Appointment Committee it is looking at the suitability and the suitability of this lady was written that… if we can go to that page… “as much as the nominee cited that her experience in finance would translate positively on matters of tourism, revenue and wild life management in the County, the Committee found that she did not have requisite knowledge and experience relating on issues of the docket …” and I want to believe that it is in this docket that the lady would wish to come and exercise her powers in this County, she was also not composed, so people are going for the not composed than answering specific sector questions which should be what forms the basis of a person’s suitability.

She appeared tense and under pressure which translated to poor articulation of words, I have listened to some of the points that were given by Hon. Members here and they say that she may have been under pressure because it was evening but I looked at another candidate who was also vetted the next day same time and she qualified. Mr. Speaker what am I trying to say, should we put our County at stake because we want to support somebody! Thank you Mr. Speaker.
(Laughter)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order! Members, let me hear Hon. Kakerel.
Hon. Kakerel: Bwana Spika, ninataka kuunga mkono Mhe. Birchoko aliye sema huyo mama alishtuliwa alipo fika mbele ya walio kuwa wanamhoji, wao walikuwa wamemkasirikia huyu mama kabla hata hajaanza…

(Applause)
Mhe. Spika, unajua ni kwa nini, ya kwanza ni kwamba yeye aliambiwa na mwanamke mmoja hapo kwamba “mpatieni maji” alijuaje ya kwamba yeye alikuwa na kiu ya maji? 

(Laughter)
Mhe. Spika ninataka kusema kama mama kwamba ninataka kutia moyo wamama ya kwamba watoto wetu wenye wamesoma mpaka kiwango kama cha Scolah ambaye amemaliza shule na amefika kwenye mahojiano ambayo hajawai kuingia siku nyingine mbele ya wanaume wengi kiasi hio, ni lazima kuwa yeye angeshtuka, hata mama wa rika yangu mimi nikienda mbele ya wanaume wanne kama ninyi hapo mbele nitashtuka.

Bwana Spika ninataka kusema kwa wamama walio na uchungu ya watoto ya wenyewe, ninataka kukuambia hata wewe uko na mlolongo ya watoto ambao hawajafika mahali

Vile vile Bwana Spika mimi ninaongea kama kiongozi wakina mama ya kwamba kama kunao msichana mmoja ambaye amepokea shahada ya juu kwa Kaunti ya Baringo yeye apewe kazi.
(Applause)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Kabon

Hon. Kabon: Asante sana Mhe. Spika, kwanza ninapenda kumshukuru Mungu kwa vile ameniponya, mimi sikukuwa ninahisi vizuri kiafya na ninataka kuwashukuru waheshimiwa wenzangu ambao walikuja kunitembelea, kuna wale waliniombea and Mungu ametenda mema kuwa hivi sasa nimerudi hapa Bungeni, kwa hivyo ninashukuru.

Pili ninataka kusema machache kuhusu Scolah, nimesikia kumhusu na mama yeyote au msichana kung’ang’ana kwa masomo sio rahisi, mfano mzuri ni mimi. Mimi nilisimama siasa katika Wadi ya Kapropita na tulikuwa na wanaume wengi sana, kumenyana mpaka nikatokelezea haikuwa rahisi

(Laughter)

Sasa hapa Scolah ametokelezea na amesoma vizuri na pia anatoka sehemu ngumu kabisa kama vile tuemeelezwa na Mhe. Kimosop, sioni mkimpinga asipate nafasi, ninaomba kwamba sisi tupitishe huyu mtoto aingie kwa huduma afanye kazi kwa serikali ya Kaunti na Mungu ambariki, asante sana 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you but Hon. Kabon I believe when you refer her as mtoto she is over eighteen … thank you very much, let me hear from one more member and then we shall proceed… I would have given to Hon. Bowen but I am seeing Hon. Purity having her mic on so Mheshimiwa take a short time and then I will give Hon. Bowen a chance.

Hon. Purity: Thank you Hon. Speaker I have stood also to support the amendment of the motion. First I want to say that I have scrutinized the report of the Committee and found that Scolah is the youngest candidate amongst the nominees, she was born in the year 1980 while the others were born in the year 1979 and nineteen sixty something…

I wanted to say this Mr. Speaker that maybe Scolah may not have gone through such a panel in some other time and at that time in the evening and I know as a mother she will perform; I can say confidently that she will perform her duties. Mr. Speaker as a woman leader,  I know ladies cannot express themselves very clearly but in terms of performance they can perform very well.
(Applause)
Mr. Speaker I have stood as a mother while my heart is beating so fast when I see fellow ladies not supporting a fellow lady, I am very disappointed… 

(Applause)
In this Country, we normally say we want to support girl child, what does such statement mean? The girl child is still behind and these are some of the things we should be doing to support girl child, that ladies can have senior positions and perform to prove to others that we are ladies and we can do well.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you very much, I had said I am going to give to Hon. Bowen… yes Hon. Bowen

Hon. Bowen: Thank you Mr. Speaker I am a nominated member representing the marginalized areas in the County.
(Applause)
And I have the following to say Mr. Speaker sir, one I want to thank the appointment Committee for the wonderful work that they did except that they messed with this lady called Scolah in only one area,

(Applause)
I want you to read the word suitability…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order! Hon. Bowen, you are not permitted to use the word “the Committee messed”

Hon. Bowen: Sorry, Pole… I am very sorry I withdraw sir …
(Laughter)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you proceed.
Hon. Bowen: I was moved with emotions, I wanted us to read the word suitability, it says “as much as the nominee sighted that her experience in finance would translate positively on matters of tourism, revenue and wild life management in the County, the Committee found that she did not have requisite knowledge and experience relating on issues of the docket …” so we have requested that the word not is not suitable here.

Mr. Speaker let me say most of the applicants come from education and other different fields of education but they came for the interview and one with degree in education has been nominated to Roads, this one came from finance and she has been taken to environment, all these people do not have experience, they have not done roads, or transport but they are going to be inducted the way we were inducted. These officers will be having people called the COs who will also be guiding them in the work they will be doing.

Mr. Speaker for me I feel that there was only one candidate who qualified and this one is the candidate who is going to be CEC for Health because when you see her line of education it is on Health and she is placed in the health docket but there are others who will be crossed from one department to another. So there is no reason why we say this lady is not suitable for the docket when the rest are suitable in which line?

(Applause)
Lastly Mr. Speaker, I want to say that this is a lady… I come from Kerio Valley and I am seventy years old and I have never heard any lady with first class honors in any of the universities in Kenya. 

(Applause)
This one should be given credit because most of our members have recommended that we omit only the word “not” we want you Hon. Speaker to put the question so that we can see how many members do not want Scolah to be nominated and appointed as a CEC for Environment and Natural resources… she fits it Mr. Speaker sir and we want to support our Governor for what he did, because when he recommended her, he did that from among many others and she looked the best among those who wanted the docket of Environment.

For this reason therefore let us also support  our Governor so that he also feels we are here to support him but in areas where we see extreme cases like corruption then we shall say no. Thank you very much Mr. Speaker sir.
(Applause)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you very much Hon. Members I think we are almost coming to a close unless somebody has a different…yes who do I see there?

(Hon. Saphina stood in her place)

That’s Hon. Saphina? 

Hon. Mailuk: Mr. Speaker, I see my microphone is on and I can continue because I have applied to speak for that long but…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat):  No, I had already said Hon. Saphina so just put off your mic and we go as per the direction. I will…

(Hon. Saphina experiences technical hitch)
Okay can you put it on again Hon. Saphina, is it green? You can come to the front row; there must be something wrong with the back row. Hon. Saphina proceed.

Hon. Saphina: Yes Hon. Speaker, I also rise to support the amendment so that Ms Scolah becomes part of the 10 members of the CECs of this County.
Mr. Speaker if I look at the report of the appointment Committee, I find something wrong with it because and I think it was just an error. I think the Appointment Committee should just admit that there was an error in omission of this lady because if you read the entire report of 3.1.4 of Ms Scolah, Mr. Speaker the lady has all that it takes to be the CEC in this County. I have looked at her academic records, for the last 20 years Mr. Speaker year after year to date, Scolah has been reading and she is continuing to do so to date.

 Mr. Speaker when you take for example, there is a recommendation that she has as one of the weakness which the Committee listed down here as; she listens a lot but Mr. Speaker I think that is a strength. You know if you are a leader…

(Loud Consultations)

Yes it is listed as a weakness, she listens a lot. Mr. Speaker according to what I have read …

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Maybe a Member of the Appointment Committee can say something on that, who was the author of that of that word weakness? So that this House gets proper perspective. Who is a Member of the Committee and want to say something? Yes that is Hon. Leparsalaach?

Hon. Leparsalaach: Mr. Speaker sir may I put some few words on record that in fact what you see in that report is direct answers from the nominee. It is not from the Committee and I think so many Members are saying the lady was under duress, under pressure and of course as a vetting Committee we were supposed to look such issues. That you want to be the CEC who will represent Baringo County Nationally and Internationally, so he or she is not supposed to succumb to any pressure from outside. So Mr. Speaker sir when we asked her what her weaknesses are, she said listening too much and so it is not from the Committee,  those are her words.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you that’s only what I wanted, proceed Hon. Saphina.

Hon. Saphina: Mr. Speaker I think it is even making it worse because if the Appointment Committee then did not write it on the report according to what they got then that is wrong. If you wrote things directly from the nominee then that is wrong. Mr. Speaker listening is a management strength so I think Ms. Scolah is…If you look at this report she fulfills Chapter 6 of the Constitution and everything else here according to the report then she qualifies. 

This is your report as the Appointment Committee but surprisingly you write the recommendations that she is not suitable unless you have something else or maybe there was a grudge or someone knows something about this. Mr. Speaker we should not succumb to manipulation of cyber bullying. Mr. Speaker look at this nominee Ms Scolah, the Constitution of Kenya provides that we should be able to give opportunities equitably. That we should observe affirmative action.

I thought this Appointment Committee should have noted that Scolah comes from a very marginalized community and the condition and environment that she came through cannot be equated to others who had better opportunities. So Mr. Speaker let us encourage our girl children, let us encourage those people from the marginalized communities so that they can take up these opportunities. Mr. Speaker, I can assure you that this kind of nominee with CPA(K), a Masters, with 1st Class honors and with all the other Diploma courses that she has done, she is going to be the best and you will see.

Mr. Speaker currently the CEC who is serving in the department of Health Dr. Kwonyike does not have any background in Health Services but he has managed the docket so well. So Mr. Speaker let us not talk about her not being suitable just because she is not… I cannot even repeat what you have written here. She comes from Lake Bogoria and she has grown with… I mean she knows everything about this issue of Tourism and Natural Resources. Mr. Speaker let me not continue but I support the amendment.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you very much you have made your point. I think now Members we have seen. Hon. Who? Was that Mailuk?  Did you have something you wanted to say? Yes then I think we will close it.

Hon. Mailuk: Okay Mr. Speaker thank you for giving me this chance again to highlight a few things from this report of the Appointment Committee. Mr. Speaker, looking at this report I can say that the Committee did do their work as it was supposed to be. Like for example when you look at the CEC nominee number one, number two and like for number one Mr. Speaker he pursued a Master’s Degree a course in Statistics, Bachelor  of Science in Mathematics and then again when you look at the third nominee who is Mr. Philemon for example…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order Hon. Mailuk I think you are supposed to contribute on the amendment only.

Hon. Mailuk: I am on it Mr. Speaker…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): You are going too far wide just go straight to that issue of amendment.

Hon. Mailuk: Mr. Speaker, let me come to the front page because you have directed me to talk on the amendment issue and I second that the amendment that was proposed by the MCA Hon. Solomon Makal should be considered. This is because the CEC nominee for Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management did a course in Certified Accounts and again she proceeded and did a course in Business Management and currently she is ongoing with her Masters maybe on the same. 

Looking at the docket of Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management Mr. Speaker, tourism and wildlife is more of a business thing and so having a nominee who has done Business Management and Certified Public Accounts Mr. Speaker then I think she is more than suitable to work in that docket.

(Applause)

And I think the Committee should have even recommended other nominees as not suitable but not Scolah Mr. Speaker…

  (Applause)

Because when you look at for example the nominee for transport did a different course and not on transport, the nominee for water did a different course that’s Science in Mathematics and not anything to do with water and irrigation. The nominee for agriculture did a different course, so I think the Committee did an error and maybe they omitted something when they were concluding that Ms Scolah is not suitable to do that work. 

Looking keenly on the points that the Committee raised on Scolah Mr. Speaker where they said that she did not demonstrate proficient knowledge on topical and key issues touching on the docket and had no experience and abilities Mr. Speaker and when they mentioned that, you know Natural Resource, Tourism and Wild life Management is a wide thing. If they asked the nominee for example, when I readthe Standard Newspaper Mr. Speaker, the paper stated that the nominee said that the tourists attractive sites in Baringo County are Zebras, Murram…that’s a specific point to a given level and not Tourism and Wildlife Management in wide Mr. Speaker. So I think we should amend that and put it in this report.  Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Right thank you, Members I think it is now time that we proceed and I will wish to put the question reading the mood and the way Members are debating.

(Question on Amendment put and agreed to)
(Applause)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): So order Members, the report that will come forth from this House is the report that this House has amended and will be adopted. Now that we have before this House an amended report to have the word Not Suitable to Suitable. Let me then propose. We now have the report that is amended is the mover still there, that’s the Leader of Majority? Your report has been amended maybe you can say something about it before we proceed.

Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Mr. Speaker I have no objection since the majority have passed that and I cannot go against them.

(Applause)

And I move the Motion that this House adopts that report with amendment Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): You have a seconder?

(The Speaker Consults with the Clerk)

 So the mover is happy about the report because you see there was no vote for nay, so at this juncture I don’t think there is need for us to continue debating and so I will proceed to put the question. I will put the question because we already have an amended report. 

(A Member walks out of the Chamber)

(Laughter)

Order Members, I was seeing a Member going away before I put a question because I needed all the Members to be here.

(Question Put and Agreed to)

(Applause)
So Members we have the report, Clerk next!
(The Speaker Consults with the Clerk)

ADJOURNMENT

Order Members, this House stands adjourned until Tuesday 14th November 2017 at 2:30pm.

The House rose at 5:55pm
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