BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD

The House met on Wednesday 20th September 2017 at 2:35PM

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat) in Chair

PRAYERS

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Clerk!
MOTION
Thanks for governor’s address

(Resumption of debate interrupted on 20.9.2017 at 10:30 AM)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members I belief now we all understand that the Motion that is ongoing is on the Governors address and I belief that by now all members have acquainted yourselves with the speech. It is not a short one but I am sure that you have read through it and you are now in a position to contribute and I would urge all of you to contribute so that we can make the way forward. 
The last speaker on this topic was Hon. Aengwo before we adjourn this morning and I now call upon any other member to continue with his or her contribution. Yes Hon. Tuwit.
Hon. Tuwit: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I stand to support the speech of His Excellency the Governor of Baringo County but before I support this Motion Mr. Speaker sir, allow me to make some few comments. 
Mr. Speaker sir His Excellency the Governor said that his vision is to make Baringo County united, empowered, accountable, inclusive and prosperous. These are good words but the Governor did not say how he will make the County united, empowered, accountable, inclusive and prosperous.

Baringo County for many years has not be a united County and these are good words coming from the Governor of this County, saying he will make this County united and I support this. I wanted to say Mr. Speaker sir that this County has not been united for some time and I blame the previous leadership because they divided this County in communities and tribes. So Mr. Speaker sir for the Governor to say that he want to unite people of this County is a good thing and I want to support it.
 Another thing Mr. Speaker sir,  is what he said that he want to empower this County but he didn’t mention how he will empower it but I want to say that the previous leadership disempowered those who were weak and empowered those who were strong. There is a gap between the empowered and the disempowered which became wide and wider and we are happy to hear from the Governor that he wants to empower the County. This means he will empower the disempowered and try to bring them together so that he reduces the gap between the two.

Mr. Speaker sir about a prosperous County is that we know this County was number 47/47 in the ranking across the nation meaning it was not prosperous instead it was lagging behind. Mr. Speaker sir this word prosperous County is what we wanted as the people of Baringo and so I support this Motion and I wish the Governor could have told us much about how he will unite, empower and make this County accountable. We know that previously in this County there was not accountable and there was rampant corruption and for him to say that the County will be accountable means corruption will be minimized, thank you Mr. Speaker sir I support this Motion.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you.
Hon. Bowen: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I rise to support His Excellency the Governor’s speech but before that I have some few comments. One, is for me to thank the Hon. Members of this House for the manner in which they conducted peaceful elections in their wards which resulted to them coming to this honorable House. I encourage us to continue with the same spirit. 

Unity comes when everybody is given the correct share. I would also like to say that the Hon Member who was on the floor, I believe he was one of those who were in the previous government and he should have demonstrated what the Governor said by bringing the people of Baringo together in unity. If they failed this is the House where we are together as Members of the County Assembly and we are going to ensure that unity is practically seen by the activities that the Members will do.
Mr. Speaker sir,  there are so many things that His Excellency the Governor talked about including unity, making Baringo a prosperous County and mentioned so many other things. I want to say that it is true what the Hon. Member who has been on the floor has talked about on corruption….

(Hon. Tuwit stands in his place)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Allowed.
Hon. Tuwit: Mr. Speaker sir is the Member in order to say and talk about the previous government yet we are debating on the good speech of the Governor.  Isupported the good speech because the Governor is talking positively about issues of  Baringo. So the Member is not in order.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Member Tuwit I have heard your point of order but I will encourage the Hon. Member that if you must state what happened in the past let it be on the positive side. I am sure Hon. Tuwit would have liked to hear you congratulating him for what he did rather than on the negative…

Hon. Bowen: Thank you very…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Proceed.

Hon. Bowen: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker sir, well the way I understood him possibly we did not understand each other. I thought he talked about the absence of unity which I thought he would have actually taken very serious concern about it and if you did not do well I believe we shall continue developing and cultivating unity. Well let me talk about corruption Mr. Speaker sir. Corruption is one of the diseases that I think the Hon. House and the current members will be able to go deeply and do an audit of all the projects which were funded by the County. We shall be able to do proper audit and be able to know which project were actually completed in our wards. Which projects were not completed and why? Where are the resources? This is one way of this honorable House trying to correct the anomalies.

Lastly Mr. Speaker sir because of time I want to ask this Hon. Members that with respect to each other, with punctuality we shall be able to do much so that when they  go back they will be able their people that they have been able to deliver. Members we will always deliver when we deliberate on the Motions and hear what the rest of the members say. You support, you try to correct and also try to oppose because this is not a House of friendship. This is a House where shall be able to say what we think is right. For those few remarks Mr. Speaker sir I beg to stop.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order Members!  Before I call the next speaker, I think there is one or two issues I need to note. I recognize the fact that some of us are new. I would want to refer members to Standing Order No. 78 and 79 that talk about situations where a member wants to catch the Speakers eye and what happens. 
I noted Hon. Bowen and because you have been here longer than most of us I closed my eyes otherwise you were supposed to catch my eye and I was suppose to give you permission to speak. Any member who wants to speak should first seek the permission of the Speaker before he or she proceeds to speak and the other thing is as much as possible your speech or your talk should specifically address what the Governor said. Thank you. Anybody on a point of order? Proceed.
Hon. Makal: Thank you Mr. Speaker, as much as you have said that Hon. Members should apply to speak so that we catch your eye, in the previous House Hon. Members were competing to press the microphones and Mr. Speaker the first one who pressed the microphone was the one allowed to debate.  Thank you.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank for the information maybe its English, when you say eye I don’t mean literal eye but I meant attention so next time I say my eye I mean my attention. Thank you. Yes Hon. Purity.
Hon. Purity: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, my point of information is that reading the mood of the eyes the Hon. Members are new and they don’t know the Standing Order and even to operate the microphones is difficult to them so I want to suggest that the Hon. Members be given a few days to learn the Standing Order, that will be a better approach. Thank you. 
(Applause)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Noted but because we are pressed for time we may not stop debating on the Governors speech and I believe we will learn as we go along. Proceed any member to continue contributing? And something else because we are new, I suggest that for the following few days a Member should introduce himself or herself with full names and the ward until such time when we are all comfortable and we know each other thank you. Okay I will give you permission the Hon. Kimosop, okay.
(Hon. Kimosop applies to speak but faces difficulties)

Hon. Kimosop: Okay thank you Mr. Speaker and starting off my names are Hon. Kipruto Kimosop the MCA Mochongoi Ward in Baringo South. I rise to make my comments to the speech of His Excellency Governor, Hon. Kiptis the second Governor of Baringo County.  I would make my comments and support there in and eventually support this Motion in the ultimate time.
To begin with is of course to thank our senior members who have guided us; Hon. Purity and Hon. Tuwit. I agree we are new and I think we will seek your indulgence to continue being guided this way until we are fully aware of what happens here. 
The Governor started by congratulating us and congratulating you the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker for your election and I want to echo that by equally congratulating our Governor for his election to office and congratulating members for being elected to this and nominated to this House equally. 

I am congratulating you the Speaker and all of us and by saying that equally I think it should go on record that I also thank my people of Mochongoi for sending me here to be their representative.  
Secondly Mr. Speaker, the Governor captured well the issue of unity and it was a well thought out statement which I echo because he used words that are very powerful that he will unite, empower, ensure that there is an accountable, inclusive and all ray of words that are very colorful. 

My comment on this is that this are completely not new words. This are words which has been used by the previous leadership and continue being used. Our comment as new leadership in this House like me is that we need to bring meaning into these words so that they are just not mere statements of semantics that are placed in speeches for the sake of it. 
The only way that we can be united as a County and I want to agree with Hon. Tuwit, is when justice prevails, when fairness prevails to the inhabitant of this County and we urge the leadership and ourselves as the leaders and the Governor that as we embark on ensuring that is done we become fair to all, to the majority, the minority and the disadvantage. It should not be statements but it should felt to be fair. All communities in this County ought to feel that they are really part of this County.
Regional balancing of distribution of resources, appointments, budgetary allocations and even donations from partners should actually be reflected across so that we don’t see situations where all the time we have partners that rotate around certain areas and certain areas are forgotten and every time people from those areas raise issues only to be dismissed or just looked down into.

The third issue that the Governor raised is that our budget has been spread thin over the last few years and we need to reflect on it so that we have maximum impact. Mr. Speaker this is an issue that I agree with, of course we will have to content with the fact that we also have public participation you know. So that sometimes we have views as the Government that we would wish that it goes this direction but because there are views that come to the public and sometimes in the previous public participation the last one that I attended I noticed that we ended up sub dividing budget up to very insignificant levels. 
In fact if you look at the budget that we have now you wonder because if you have a project that requires about 5 million and the model of distribution was at the Sub location or a location level... We have the money for the location or Sub locations but then in terms of impact is an issue.  So this is a matter that the Governor brought it out well and as Members,  I urge we will have to reflect on this particular point. Some of the things that I have in mind perhaps is running amendments to the ward development fund so that members can have a little bit of say the way our MPs have some say or more say with their committees on the Constituency Development Fund(CDF) allocations. 
In this case we can input in ensuring that we have projects that have long term impact and they are completed but the Governor still we will urge him to improve on certain challenges that were in the previous system. The procurement challenges you know we face situations where because of procurement bureaucracy it would take time to implement a project. It would take time for a project that has been completed to be paid in time and end up returning money to the National treasury. 
This is an issue that in my view we would need to reflect on. Otherwise we have challenges and I can say this for a fact as leaders we have a whole ray of challenges beginning with infrastructure, you know I come from a settlement scheme myself which is the bread basket of Baringo as most of you know but we are unable to feed Baringo as Mochongoi settlement scheme because one has to travel through Laikipia County, Nyandarua, Nakuru  and Back to Baringo County but otherwise if we would have proper infrastructure  across the board we would be able to transport resources towards this end.
The Governor also talked of tourism which has of course budgetary implications. It is an idea which some of us are keen on and we are urging the Governor as he embarks on forming the Government to reflect…, we have seen for a long time in previous Government including the present Government that all the time they have ministers of Government, they would get ministers of tourism from areas that have a lot of potential in tourism. 

We in Baringo South have a huge potential in tourism, we have two lakes; for a fact we have Lake Bogoria which is in my ward and Lake Baringo and it is a huge area of tourism and its prudent that those areas that have potential for tourism to be given an opportunity to earnest and ensure that the County get more from their ability to earnest. 
Human security as I move on quickly. I agreed with the bigger part of what he said but what caught my attention is that we are a County that is inflicted a lot by insecurity challenges or incidents, armed cattle rustling. As we talk now Mr. Speaker sir, we have schools that are closed because of this challenge. 
We have pupils who have dropped out of schools, we have IDPs and it’s a huge population of IDPs. Mochongoi ward is affected, Mukutani, Bartabwa and other wards I think even Saimo Soi is also affected. How this escaped our Governors view because we would also wish not to be taken round again into questions of security belongs to the National Government like before and all of that. We have to begin to think as the leadership how we will have the ideas on how to deal with the challenges that we have. Can’t we think of mitigations?  Cant we think of alleviating the situation and suffering of those who are undergoing through this challenges?
When the Deputy President came for example towards the end of the last election there were proposals that he gave towards bursaries for the affected families and affirmative actions here and there. We also expect the County Government to supplement what the National Government is doing and in my view, if my reading of the Interrelations Government Act is clear, there is nothing that pass one level of Government to engage in another functions as long as there complementarities and cooperation. As I conclude Mr. Speaker, is the challenge in the House, the challenge of our nurses. The suffering of our people is real. 
I listened to the Governor yesterday but I want to urge my fellow Hon. Members that this suffering that we have, lack of medicine, lack of medication across the County is a serious issue and I want to urge the Governor as he urges the Salary and Remuneration Commission (SRC) because that was his view. We also urging to begin a local process of engaging our nurses, you know threat alone is not really enough. 
We want to see a meaningful process of engagement that is local bound and I think also SRC should save us the embarrassment of theoretical statements all the time. I think there is a challenge with SRC on how it awards the salaries even among us as members. I think if you look at what SRC has done is not really fair that allowances are skewed here and there, there is discrimination openly and you know I mean if you give allowances to members of a House like this you don’t discriminate on the basis of election or nominations. Members are members and they should be given adequate support to move on. 

So I think SRC needs to be engaged properly on how it’s likely to plunge this country into chaos because this issue of saying we are Independent commission all the time I think in my view it’s  an issue that must be addressed. 
Finally Mr. Speaker is to echo the Governor that as a County I agree with him personally as a person and I am completely disappointment by the lack of judgment by our Supreme Court judges. I have been watching the better part of this afternoon them trying to read the so called judgment and you could see how Mwilu is so ashamed to look at our eyes; the viewers who were watching the Television. 

I worked very hard to get a few statements that will connect the real reason why should a presidential election be nullified and I could not get it. There was nowhere in that ruling throughout up to the time I left when I was told the plenary had started and there was nowhere that they demonstrated to us that Uhuru Kenyatta and Jubilee Government for that matter never received the votes that they received. I think this is journey that as members we should travel with our Governor and with our leadership in ensuring that the Government of Jubilee and Uhuru Kenyatta is reelected. Otherwise thank you so much and God bless you.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Who is next? Hon. Member yes!
Hon. Birchogo: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I am Betty Jebet from Baringo County. I believe that this was a great speech. A speech for campaign, I might say so and it’s a great speech but it remains at that. It lacked sensitivity, specific and correctness because I don’t want to believe that our Governor took a whole two pages to cover Jubilee and turned a blind eye on the youth, women, widows and the disabled. I think it is an abuse to the youth and women of Baringo County since it was very gender insensitive. I want to believe that this speech was written for ceremonial purposes but I want to believe that in his heart he has the people mostly the minority groups in Baringo at heart. 
Let me take you to page four paragraph two line 3 where it starts  by saying the numerous piece-meal projects adopted in the past has been economically unfeasible, inefficient and hardly ever satisfy the intended development needs and expectations of the people. 
He is referring to the last County Government, of which I want to believe employees in the last Government were the ones who wrote this speech and they were sabotaging him, because if you check this speech, you will find a mind of someone who is referring to the other Government of doing evil things but they have repeated the same mistakes because the last County Government sidelined the youth, women and the disabled in this County and I am seeing we are going the same route.

Mr. Speaker, you can see that the main problem of the youth is unemployment and this speech did not mention anything about employment and how to help the youth.  Mr. Speaker in my own village local brews is rampant and a big problem, the level of drug abuse is so high this speech has said nothing about the youth, so Mr. Speaker I want to believe that this great speech that is full of popularism and good words can qualify to be a very good campaign speech but not for… if we really want to work for this County then we would need everyone to be in it where inclusivity is the main thing, we cannot walk under an umbrella where we don’t know what is going to happen to us the youth, women, widows and the minority group.

Mr. Speaker, to conclude on the speech is that the main problem of Baringo that qualifies why we are number 47 out of 47 Counties is because of security reasons, this speech also have not touched on security, peace or anything of the like hence it is a disappointment, it is a wreck and I think this was a very bad starting for our Governor, thank you.  

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Member I wish to get this clear Hon. Betty do you support or you don’t support the speech.
Hon. Birchogo: I only support the congratulatory message but until they decide to include youth, women and every other person who is part of Baringo then I will support, but not now.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): My question is do you support the entire speech or no, it is not in your powers Hon. Member to mutilate the speech, and again I am lenient today because in my opinion you have used very harsh terms next time make it more parliamentary… Hon. Member be on your feet and tell the House whether you support or you don’t support.

Hon. Birchogo: I don’t support.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you, yes Hon. Cheboiwo.
Hon. Cheboiwo: Thank you Mr. Speaker for giving me this opportunity and first things first.  I thank my Almighty God for giving me a third chance to serve the people of Kisanana Ward, and I also want to thank my people from Kisanana Ward for entrusting me this task of serving them for another five years adding to a total of fifteen years of service. Mr. Speaker sir I also want to thank my close family for their support during my campaign.

Mr. Speaker I want to give my input on the Governor’s address yesterday which I found it to be so plain.  Mr. Speaker he dwelled so much on challenging the former Government in which I would wish to congratulate because they were the founders of the County Government.  I want also to recognize my fellow colleagues who were the beginners of this County Government for having contributed a lot and that is why you find the projects, however small they are,  are existing and that is why you got a working County.  Mr. Speaker, we did a lot a midst the very high expectations from the people.

Mr. Speaker, in the entire nation, there is a challenge of employment, finances and therefore I realized that the Governor was still in campaigning mood because most of the things he was touching on were not about how we going to move this County but were on how the other Government did and how they distributed funds; it was just a way of challenging the other Government.  Mr. Speaker I want to note also that he talked of resource mobilization and he did not prove the indicators that may tell on how he is going to mobilize such resources and how he is going to approach other sectors that will work with us.

Mr. Speaker sir, the Governor spoke of tiny projects and this annoyed me because most of the projects was originated from wananchi through public participation and these were as a result of the feelings of the people which found us to be reelected basing on those tiny projects. If a ECDE building is a tiny project then I wonder if we will build about ten classes or what because a ECDE has Ksh.1 million as its allocation of fund, so I think the Governor should tell us of the County projects… we had two levels of funding that of County projects and Ward projects.

The County Projects need to be distributed yearly across all the Wards so that the said big projects can be seen and leave the tiny projects to be done by the Wards funds which may include ECDE, opening of small roads and the big funds be set aside for the County projects. Mr. Speaker in most cases those funding go to projects which are done in the big towns or sub-County headquarters that means there were big projects but it was not spread throughout the Wards.

Mr. Speaker sir, I want to congratulate the Governor for bringing inter-dependents between the National and the County Governments as well as that of the County Executive and the County Assembly.  I was expecting the Governor to tell us how he is going to fast track business to this House  including Regulations, Bills and many more to enable him do more projects but he didn’t touch on such things and yet we are here as policy makers that give the legal framework for the County Government to operate. 

Mr. Speaker I didn’t see anything dealing with peace and regulations but I support the Governor for the mention of upgrading the ECDEs because we constructed may ECDE centers but lack equipment and on the vocational training centers we didn’t employ any tutor but we only said we want to develop our youth where we only mobilized them to go to the institution but we did not support them with the human resource. Mr. Speaker I already have to motions which I have prepared to assist the Governor to implement those things.

Mr. Speaker, youth empowerment is one thing that need to be supported despite the fact that the recurrent vote on the development in this County is good.  If we decide to provide for another fund for the youth which is same like the existing ones like Uwezo fund, youth fund and others, we will increase the recurrent which will affect the development funds and so the Governor should show us how he is going to provide in form of capital development projects to the youth. In my case I had an intention to say that we are going to provide training materials and other inputs to the vocational institutions like for plumbing and so on which can assist the youth to employ themselves.

Mr. Speaker with those few remarks I want to thank this House but I was challenged this morning because we have started this County Assembly with a wrong hand simply because we don’t have the representative of the Government in the House …

(Applause)
We don’t have the Majority Leader, Deputy Majority Leader, Majority Whip and Deputy Majority Whip, Mr. Speaker such happenings means a lot to me because in the absence of the Majority Leader there should be the Deputy Majority Leader. Mr. Speaker let us be mindful of ourselves and fight for the rights of this House and take care because greed will affect us.

Mr. Speaker sir, such motions do not need any support or lack of support because it is just the inputs of members on the address of the Governor so there is no reason for a member to be tasked to either support or oppose, this is just seeking for members inputs on the address, thank you Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Member.
Hon. Cornelius: Mr. Speaker sir let me first thank God for being elected as an MCA of Majimzuri/ Mumberes Ward. 

Secondly, I want to thank my people who are a representing of the 42 tribes in Kenya.

Let me come to our Governors speech, Mr. Speaker sir this was a brief speech where in page two he stated the seven pillars in his manifesto which summarizes his intentions. He also spoke of human security which nini generally meant all the residents of Baringo County must be secured…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order! Hon. Member I am yet to find the word nini in English. 

(Laughter)
I advise you to use proper language, proceed Hon. Member.

Hon. Cornelius: Thank you Mr. Speaker for that guidance. Mr. I am in full support of the Governor’s speech. Thank you Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Selemoi (Deputy Speaker): Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I rise to support the speech of the Governor that was read yesterday and didn’t want to make my maiden speech today but this will be strictly about the Governor’s address to this House. Mr. Speaker sir the speech was very excellent very wordy, fantastic and to the point. 

The Governor made a very good introduction on what he really want to do in this County, he first of all appreciated the fact that Baringo need to be united and empowered and also added matters inclusiveness, we must echo his feeling that for Baringo to be empowered and prosper we must have cohesion within this County, we must be united and see to it that sectors in this County must be all inclusive, so I support the speech because of such sentiments.

Mr. Speaker, the Governor went ahead and said that the framework we have in this County, the social and cordial inter-dependence between Executive and this House must have a gelling working relationship which to me is very positive because most Governors in this Country are against that gelling and working relationship between the executive and the County Assembly and most often than not that friction has led to infighting and lack of focus and lack prosperity and development.

Mr. Speaker, as much as we are an independent arm of this County Government, there must be a way of coordination. I am aware that there is inter-Governmental department that needs to coordinate between the Assembly and the Executive and he went further to suggest an amorphous thing which he didn’t quite mention in his speech but reading his mind he wanted to have a liaison office that we will be used to channel our issues and his issues and that to me is a positive move.

Mr. Speaker on the issue of sectoral and departmental developments like water, education and others like food security and human security, he made strong positive stand points that will take our County forward and much and especially on social justice and equity.  According to me,  if he will practice what he said and have his officers implement all these then our County will be more developed especially when bursaries for intelligent students and the poor and other carders will be enhanced.

We need as a House to increase the bursaries because the allocation that is there is far too little, so if he has that agenda, which as members must support then it is very commendable.

However, the Governor missed a lot and especially on the infrastructure especially on roads, he didn’t even mention one inch of a tarmac that he would wish to increase from the previous Government

(Applause)
He really missed a lot and that was very disappointing to me. He also missed a whole lot of industrial development which will spar growth of this County and create employment and conducive environment for development agenda of his Government, so when he missed industrial development to me I found that he may have… you know by the gesture as the Hon. Members mentioned he is yet to get his own staff and maybe the former staff of the previous Governor may have sabotage that issue.

Mr. Speaker Sir, he also mentioned something in passing on off the curve, that was not captured in the speech about Ward development fund and when I saw that it was not captured in his official speech,  I was worried because maybe that wasn’t meant to be actually, … or that Ward development fund in future should be legislated to disallow from getting engagement from it, which we are going to resist because that is where our life line starts

(Applause)
Why should we be denied what is rightfully ours, if Members of National Parliament have got CDF why don’t we… in fact if anything this House should increase this fund by 50% 

(Applause)
The allocation should rise from Ksh.25 million to even Ksh.50 million which is really what we want because when such increase is realized we will now be able to address the concerns about constricted the projects but instead, we will balloon the projects to suit his aspirations.

Finally Mr. Speaker, the Governor did not dwell … he just mentioned in passing about corruption, and ghost workers in his Government and bureaucracy like what Hon. Kimosop noted.  Mr. Speaker the procurement issues in the County Government is the one that is derailing the developments in any Government. 

(Applause)
Mr. Speaker sir, we wanted also the Governor to tell us how he will annihilate the spirit of his workers the staff and impart good ethics and proper morals to shun corruption in his ministries.  Mr. Speaker sir, as I support this motion we must rise as a House to strictly stand firm and not to run away from our responsibilities as that of oversight.
We must squeeze every information from this Government, not that we hate him, not that we don’t want him as our Governor but we must deliver services to our people because that is our mandate. I also support his call that we support our dear president in the coming presidential repeat election and for that he was on point, Mr. Speaker sir I beg to support, thank you.

(Applause)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Member.
Hon. Valerie: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I would like to support the motion on the Governor’s speech and I stand here also to correct my fellow Hon. Member; Hon. Betty who did not go through the entire speech of the Governor. Mr. Speaker sir when you turn to page eight, the first paragraph on the issue of quality education on transformative human capital and sustainable future, the Governor said emphasis will be on profiling the County skills inventory for each sector, here each sector means and not limited to youth, women, and the disable which has been mentioned.

Mr. Speaker when you go to paragraph two the last line, it says “this is one of the surest ways of addressing the unprecedented youth unemployment in the County”. Also the last paragraph which is paragraph four,  it says “we are very keen in enabling our youth to leverage in ICT skills as driver for enterprise and development, in this regard we intent to work with partners to roll out free Wi-Fi in all our urban centers starting with Kabarnet and Eldama Ravine” so Mr. Speaker I would wish that the Hon. Member read the speech keenly, thank you

(Applause)
Hon. Elizabeth: Mr. Speaker sir,  I rise to support the Governors speech, looking at page two,  he mentioned about the CIDP.  In the last few years,  the CIDP was somehow not viable when the public through the public participation looked at it keenly.  Mr. Speaker this was realized when we saw projects in the CIDP when it came to public participation they were not viable, so I think we shall also be given an opportunity to have some input to the CIDP so that the same mistakes may not be repeated.

Mr. Speaker, I really support the CIDP issue and also rise to support issue on food security as stated on page six. Mr. Speaker you remember we had a lot of problems this year especially on matters of food, we saw quite a big number of people from our communities dying especially in the lower zones and the semi-arid areas and remember Art.43 of the Constitution talks of that and I hope the members will increase funding especially in the ministry of Agriculture so that we can get enough food.

Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Kimosop spoke of his Ward as a potential area to feed this County, I am of the opinion that we zone out areas in Baringo County which can produce food and in our budget we may supplement the farmers in terms of reducing prices for fertilizers and all other inputs so that it can be sustainable to the farmers. Mr. Speaker we also have places like Eldama Ravine, parts of Kabartonjo, Mochongoi which can produce enough food actually to sustain our people in Baringo County, so I am of the opinion that when budgeting, let us increase money for the Agriculture so that we may not suffer food insecurity.

Mr. Speaker, on page seven,  the Governor reiterated the diversity in our County and he said in this regard we need to undertake a social economic profile in our Sub-Counties and I really echo that because we know in this County we have some areas which are extremely poor and if we could have profiled such places I think our people will be out of  poverty then the poverty index will be low.  I am asking the Hon. Members of this House that as we go to the financial period we can put some money aside to ensure that we have enterprise fund for women, youth and men enterprise fund… I am really wondering why men are sidelined in all our Hon. Houses and yet they have responsibilities as heads of families.  It is my plea that men should also be considered because when a woman has money the man in the family is intimidated.

Mr. Speaker I wish to propose that we increase the enterprise fund monies and also consider men enterprise fund in this County Assembly so that we can be at per in our families. Thank you Mr. Speaker sir.

Hon. Siriti: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I rise to support the speech of his Excellency the Governor of Baringo. In citing areas which say that he is intending to put Wi-Fi in urban areas of Baringo like Kabarnet and Eldama Ravine. I support him because that would create job opportunities with the youth in the entire County. However he should also consider some areas which have no network so that all parts of Baringo are considered. This is because there are some areas which have no network and we cannot communicate with our people. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon member, the name and the ward. 
Hon. Kessei: I wish to congratulate you for being elected as the second Speaker for Baringo County and congratulate each and every one who was nominated and who was elected. More so,  I also want to send my appreciation to my party and my chairman for having nominated me to represent the youth. I also wish to thank the people of Barwessa for accepting me to be nominated from that ward. 

I wish to comment what the Governor said yesterday during his address and there are some issues that he raised which are very important going forward. Concerning the youth, I think to me he didn’t really capture well on how the youth are going to be employed in his manifesto. This is because of the seven pillars he talked about, I thought that youth issues would be addressed for instance how they can be awarded tenders for the County. Most of the time when the youth apply for tenders in various County Governments they are given tenders to supply flowers, airtime and other small tenders. The youth should be given opportunities to work on infrastructure tenders which are worth millions so that they can get empowered too.

The second point which to me he didn’t capture well was the bursary kitty. He would have given us some limits for example if it was 10000 then let it be raised to 20000. I was also keen to note that he didn’t mention about the equalization fund which is a new block in the County Assembly of Baringo. After our senator passed that motion I thought he would explain to members how the fund was going to benefit the people of Baringo County.

However I support his speech but it lacked more flesh in it. Thank you Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Kibet: I want to take this opportunity as your host in town to welcome everyone and lend you a hand of support in your endeavors within this town. I also want to take this opportunity to thank this honorable House for this participation, the people of Kabarnet for the opportunity they have given me to serve them. I am grateful and I will work diligently. I want to contribute towards the Governor’s speech. I want to say that the speech to me was good; he talked about enabler sectorswhich was key to me and he talked about this in page five. He talked about primary thing should be in ensuring that our development in water, agriculture, tourism, education, research and development. Industrial investment and commercial sector to thrive.

I think he had a way that he captured almost everything in one sentence but now you know the speech is just like you have purchased a bus. We now need to enrich it and I think that is why members we are here so that we point out the areas. For me he talked about the ECDs which was a good concept and I still believe that if we work on it dwell more on the remuneration of ECD teachers. They were poorly paid and therefore we need to add them money because I believe early childhood development is key for us to develop as a County. We need to look into it, apart from the salaries of the teachers. We need to consider providing a school feeding programme for ECD. I think that will encourage enrolment because as we are we all know that most of the ECDs that were built have poor enrolment because of that kind of help. 

He talked about the town that is where I belong. I am happy that the Governor thought about installing WiFi but I want to inform him that we have a very poor system of water, we don’t have an existing sewerage system and it would be ridiculous for us to be enjoying the world class service while our people in the evening are not accessing basic requirements like sewerage and water. The roads within our towns are not in good shape. Members as you were looking around where you can stay you saw how the roads are in bad state.  I therefore expect a lot since he talked about roads I believe there is something that we can do. So anytime we come up with budget, Kabarnet town needs to be considered for a bigger budget allocation so that we can provide these services. That is when we can develop.

He talked about the health care and as we speak the health sector we are talking about health services which should be affordable and of quality. If we talk of our health facility here which is the level 5 that we are proud of we still have a lot to do. Given that it was mentioned we are going to see that we push that the Governor to consider the health sector because it is key. Members you will be supporting me because I will be attending to so many fundraisings occasioned on health issues. 

Members we need to put more money there and there should be a lot of cooperation. The Governor became very generous and he asked about supporting the government especially that they are undergoing a political situation. I also want to contribute that members that is a very serious issue that we need to be together support the government as they look for votes so that we move ahead because if the presidency is not in place then other areas of development might not take place. 

The Governor also talked about vision 2030, the CIDP and I believe that this House will have the opportunity because we are talking about 2018-2022. The members should participate whether indirectly or directly when it comes to this public participation exercise. We are supposed to provide that guidance. Whenever we go for this public participation don’t overlook it because it is being done at the local level and you say you cannot go because you are a big man. You need to go and guide the public so that we come up with a CIDP that can support what we want as a County. 

Members I know that there is this issue of the budget and the issue of many projects. I want to encourage you that as we participate, members should be enabled to scrutinize the budget process. It should not be a hurried process. I think of my concern and that is why when we talked about the way we are now, the representation of government and the leadership. Going forward those budget committees should look in to that thing very seriously. For those many remarks I wish the Governor well that at least we have something to talk about.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon member. I thought the Speaker’s eye has been caught Hon. Kibai

Hon. Kibai: I also rise to support the Governor’s speech which he delivered yesterday.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order Hon Member we agreed that you say your full names and your Ward. 

Hon. Kibai: Thank you Hon Speaker, my name in Francis Kibai, nominated member of this Assembly from Baringo South Mochongoi Ward. I rise to support the Governor’s speech. Though we didn’t get enough time to ventilate on it but I thank the speakers who were here in the morning because it gave us time to go and ventilate it but we will still discuss it further. There are some issues that caught my eye on the speech in regard to this County. The Governor said that his vision is to make Baringo County united, empowered, accountable, inclusive and prosperous County. I think the Governor has this County at heart that he needs us to be united. In that regard my attention is if we want unity in this county, we have been captured in the national TV as an insecure County. So I urge these members that as we start this House we need to clearly look at this issue because I believe on the leaders that have been elected and nominated in various positions. The people and the parties that nominated you have the goodwill that you are going to solve the issues. On the issue of insecurity I believe that we will discuss it as we move forward. 

Another one thing that Hon. Siriti mentioned of which I know it is very important is the network problem in some parts of our County especially the insecurity prone areas. I come from a place in Mochongoi Ward called Sambaka. Even when there is an emergency in this area you cannot access it until you go there by foot. So I urge this House and also the Hon. Governor that lets look clearly on the network situation in some parts of our County. in all issues that the Governor mentioned I was impressed by the unity of purpose that the Governor stated very clearly on page three of this speech, that we should always work together seamlessly like two different functional parts of the same machine. We should soldier on in one accord championing the cause of prosperity for our great people. Divided we suddenly fall but together we shall definitely thrive. 

That one alone satisfies that whenever we unite on the issues that face our people, the youth of our County we will work together and make sure that every part is well represented. Otherwise we will still engage further on the speech of the Governor but with those few remarks I congratulate him and I support the speech. Thank you so much.

Hon. Mailuk: I want to take this time to say thank you for giving me this opportunity to comment on the Governor’s speech. First of all the speech was good and I appreciate. 
Second thing is that our Governor touched on unity and that is very important and if we embark on that path, we will go far bearing in mind that this County is a County of diversity. It is made up of many tribes, resources and if we unite we will make it go far. 
Thirdly is that I expected that the other part of the speech should have gone deeply on what our Governor wants to do in our County. Our Governor touched on issues that are affecting us shallowly. For instance, the issue of unemployment he should have told us what he will do, what he has planned to ensure that the issue of unemployment is a foregone issue.

The issue of resource distribution, because our County has areas that have developed, others are still remote they don’t have infrastructure, they don’t have schools, and they don’t have teachers. What is our Governor going to do distribute resources according to the diversity that our regions have? He should have also gone deeper on how he will deal with the issue of corruption for instance the issue of ghost workers in almost all departments. We also have ghost contractors who are doing works that are not up to standard. Someone is given a contract to construct a road but instead of using the three million that he has been given he uses one million and the extra cash goes to his pocket. What is the Governor planning to do on such issues? Thank you Mr. Speaker

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Proceed your mic is on Hon member. You have a point of order? Proceed!
Hon. Aengwo: I have a lot of concern over the microphones because since the beginning I have been trying to press it but I do not know …. One of the members gave us directions that you must press it and the speaker must look around which one is red for him to give out the chance. 
I want to say Mr. Speaker can we have another way of maybe catching our eyes because this thing can be so unfair to some of the members in this House. However when you started in the morning we never contributed to the speech of the Governor, we requested the Speaker to adjourn since we had not read the Governor’s speech. So I do not know if you will allow me to continue? 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): It is in order so long as you take minimum time considering that time is not on our side.

Hon. Aengwo: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir. I would like to actually support the Governor’s speech and there are only some few things I want to mention. When you look at page four on policies, programs and projects up to be formulated it is saying in peace meal. I concur with him that this time round for us to have meaningful development actually some few projects must be identified in our wards so that things are done. I remember in my, Ward there is a water tank which was constructed two years ago up to now there is no single drop of water in that tank. The Governors points out that we adopt where we put some more money in one project to the completion,  I really concur with him.

In the case of ECD education, I concur with the member for Kabarnet Ward.  Currently our nurses are on strike forgetting those teachers who are teaching our children in ECD. We are seeing that his Excellency the Governor is thinking of equipping the classrooms while the teachers themselves are poorly remunerated. I was thinking of having a body that can talk on behalf of those teachers. I know teachers in this republic have a union but our ECD teachers have nowhere to run to. Some of them while we were campaigning they were telling us to remember them when we reach here. What they are getting is so a shaming even to mention. When you hear a whole teacher earning Kshs. 5000 it is a pity. I feel that his Excellency the Governor could first of all talk of increasing the salary of these teachers so that they can become motivated and teach our children well bearing in mind that is the foundation of education in this Country. All of us depend on education for us to get expertise. 

Otherwise for the case of vocational training, I would like to say we need to increase the funding. The bursary fund specifically, I know the bursary fund that is there as of now is for high school students, but I don’t think there is any kitty for vocational training. For us to alleviate unemployment in this County we should actually set aside some funds to train our youth on some skills. We have Baringo technical college, few of our students go there to train. I would like to concur with those that ate saying the speech is skeleton but when you look at it deeply it talks much but we need to go deeper and actually get the flesh on this speech otherwise I would like to stop there. Thank you Mr. Speaker sir.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Tuwit, am I getting you? 

Hon. Tuwit: Mr. Speaker sir reading the mood of the House and counting the members who contributed… I propose that because this motion has to take three days I propose that we stop there for another day. Thank you Mr. Speaker sir.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon Tuwit I have heard the request and in line with our standing order 22 (5) it provides that the debate of the Governor’s speech shall continue for four sittings it means we still have two more sessions. We had one in the morning, one today and two more. So we will discuss nothing else apart from the speech from the Governor so we still have time for those members who did not get an opportunity to address the House today in fact you have an advantage that you go and read more and come back and contribute.
 I must thank the members of this House I can see the debate is coming up lively one or two teething problems on the technology. Hon Aengwo suggests very mildly that we could do away with technology. I don’t think that is where we want to go rather we should teach ourselves on how to use these gadgets including myself. 

Another issue that I have noted is the issue of address standing order 78, members when you are speaking you address the speaker. I heard one or two members addressing the members directly saying members and proceeding to speak and while facing you address the speaker. I guess we will learn as time goes by. Otherwise so far so good and I must thank you. Order!
ADJOURNMENT

The House stands adjourn until tomorrow the 21st at 2:30pm.
The House rose at 4:11PM.
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