BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD

The House met Thursday 21st September 2017 at 2:36P.M

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi) in Chair

PRAYERS
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Clerk.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Hon. Members you are aware that we are still debating on the Governors speech. So far so good you have done well in deliberating and I urge that we continue with the same spirit. Next order 

MOTION
Thanks for governor’s address

 (Resumption of debate deferred on Wednesday 20th September 2017 afternoon session)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): the floor is open for Member to contribute to the Governor’s speech.

Hon. Kipchew: Thank you Hon. Speaker, I rise to contribute to the Governor’s speech. First I want to thank people of Kabartonjo who elected me to represent them in this House and I do promise them that I will deliver to my promises. Secondly, I want to congratulate the Speaker for being elected to chair this second House.

On the Governor’s speech, I want to hint something about the ECD teachers; we have heard from Members that we have ECD teachers who have been on contract for the last three years. We urge that these people be confirmed on permanent terms so that they deliver their services.  They should also be provided with learning materials and be paid well.

Mr. Speaker, on the issue of food security, our county for decades has depended on relief food. I concur with the Governor when he promises to support this mission and I urge this House to do the same. 
On human security, we all know that security starts with me and you and we agree that each one need to be secure to be able to transact business well. 

Lastly on unity, we will not move forward if we do not unite as Members of this House. Let stay together and move towards the direction of success. I support, thank you Hon. Speaker.

(Applause)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Standing orders number 77 (1) all proceedings of the county Assembly shall be conducted in Kiswahili, English or Kenyan sign language

(2) A member who begins a speech in any of the languages provided for under paragraph (1) shall continue in the same language until conclusion of the member’s speech.

I urge Member for the purposes of HANSARD, to stick to one language, we are not harassing anybody but this is House of rules and procedures. Another member, yes Hon. Tarus.
Hon. Tarus:  Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I rise to contribute to the Governors speech but first, I am thankful to the people of Sacho for electing me as their representative them in this House. I promise that I will not let them down in the coming five years and I will make sure that I transact business in this House to my best. The Governor touched of inclusive leadership pegged on the vision 2030 which I believe when we all team up and stand in support of the seven pillars he talked about. 

Secondly, security is important to us as a County. Our County has been in the media limelight on insecurity and food security issues as Hon. Kipchew has mentioned.  The Governor should have elaborated on the ways and means he is going to apply to ensure that there is enough food in our County maybe through irrigation.

The Governor promised to partner and work with this House for prosperity of this County. He promised also that he will enact a robust resource mobilization and prudent fiscal policies which at some point mentioned corruption with which if we team up, we can reduce wastage of funds.

Mr. Speaker, the Governor talked of challenges faced by our people being water and infrastructure if when we put our resources together, we will make Baringo great. 

He also talked about promoting conducive environment for business investment, empower our people as well as create employment and wealth which will propel our County higher.

Mr. Speaker, I am one person who advocates for youth empowerment and when the Governor talks of more funds pumped to vocational centers, it is a nice gesture.

In page eight, he talked about ICT and if this is done, our youth will get information on jobs and also ICT I believe is one department that create job employment to our youth. The world now is a global village whereby we can access business opportunities and employment outside the country.

 The Governor also talked of preventive health care which is a great stride to have healthy people to work in our County. The Governor should have highlighted the issue of drugs in our facilities which after you have been examined, you are send to go to a pharmacist or private clinics to buy these drugs. I propose that the basic drugs should be made available in our facilities on daily basis.

On election Hon. Members and Speaker we need team up to make sure that His Excellency Uhuru Kenyatta becomes the president for all systems move. I beg Hon. Members who voted for our opponents to join us in campaigning for His Excellency Uhuru Kenyatta. I believe this was a good speech and I support it. I beg to sit, thank you.

(Applause)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Hon. Members, I seek your indulgence that we are really not taking time seriously, how long should we give to a member to contribute; five minutes maybe? How many? Hon. Tarus. 
Hon. Tarus: I would propose eight minutes.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Thank you, any other proposal.
Hon. Valarie: Thank you Mr. Speaker I propose ten minutes.
Hon Cheruiyot: Thank you maybe you give us enough time Mr. Speaker because it is our maiden speech

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi):  You are aware it is not yet time our maiden speeches rather we are debating the Governors address. Any other proposal?
Hon. Makal: Mr. Speaker, to avoid repetition, it is clear in the standing orders that each member be given five minutes to allow ensure that all members get time to contribute. Thank you.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Standing orders are clear; five minutes but we have relaxed a bit on this. I rule that let us be brief as possible and if you exceed time I will alert you as the Speaker. Thank you. Let’s proceed.

Hon. Koech: Mr. Speaker …
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi):  Order as much as you go by the blink of the microphone, the procedures are you wait for the Speaker to call your name, proceed Hon. Koech.

Hon. Koech: Thank you Mr. Speaker,  I request that Members get five minutes and urge that those who talked yesterday including me, we have until Tuesday to contribute, let us give time to those who have not talked. Thank you.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi):  Fair enough that is ruled. Hon Bowen.
Hon. Bowen: Thank you Mr. Speaker. 
(Hon. Makal stands in his place)
Hon. Makal: Mr. Speaker, though I respect my senior, the Standing Order is clear and says that you do not repeat debating a motion when you had contributed. Mr Speaker, is it in order for Hon. Bowen to contribute to the same motion again when he had contributed yesterday? He is out of order Mr. Speaker though I respect him.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Fair enough, it is true the Member is out of order but we have said that we have relaxed the rules let us allow those who have not contributed to do so, although if you have not prepared enough and you haven’t debated it will also be unfair to lock out other Members even if they had debated. Proceed Hon. Bowen.

Hon. Bowen: Thank you Mr. Speaker for guarding me against the accusations. Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks for Jubilee Party for having considered my nomination.

I was Jubilee Party Organizing Secretary for Baringo County and as a result of the good performance they were able to consider me for nomination. I really didn’t want to talk much today but yesterday was just an introduction, I did not even talk much about the Governors speech but I only dwelt on the unity of the Hon. Members and the punctuality which I feel like we should be observing time so that we can be able to cover so much for this County.

Mr. Speaker, I only want to comment very briefly in less than five minutes. His Excellency the Governor talked of piecemeal projects that do not have greater impact following the little money allocated for such projects.  Mr. Speaker I am of the opinion that these projects that have already spread all over our County should be completed. This is because even if we want to reduce the allocation of the funds and they are already on the ground and incomplete our people will not benefit on such projects, so that in the budget of the financial year 2018/19 we shall be able to minimize a number of stalled projects.

On the issue of roads and laying focus on road maintenance, the word maintenance is to repair. There are some places where there are no roads. We have to consider roads because roads opens up development in any given area be it Tourism, Education or Agriculture. Roads should be considered especially in the lower lands like Kerio Valley, Tiaty, Bartabwa area and Kapkelelwa where there are no roads and if there are any they need to be maintained. We shall be very grateful. But where are the funds?  Unless we set aside some funds and look for assistance elsewhere like from the NGO’s and other organizations.

Mr. Speaker sir, somebody yesterday talked about Education. Education truly is an investment that we need to have it done properly and the ECDs that we have been talking about and our Hon. Members who were here last time introduced in the rural areas and at the grassroots levels do not have enough facilities.

Some of them have no desks, no books and teachers are not inspected.  So we do not know whether there is quality education offered in our areas. Mr. Speaker I feel that something should be done so that we can have an inspectorate where schools will be visited and teachers inducted every time when we feel that they are not able to deliver good education so as to make sure that quality education is offered to our children.

At the same time, Mr. Speaker we should take care of our teachers to enhance education or good foundation in education.  It is very disappointing to know that pupils go on with their education up to the university level but in Baringo County as a whole there is currently no University. 

Kisii University, Egerton University and Mount Kenya University are moving out to other towns, and you realize that our children will be suffering. As Leaders we really feel that we should sit and find out where we can get a good University to be sponsored by the Government.

Otherwise I wanted the Hon. Members to know that there is no university, all of them are moving to either Nakuru or Eldoret.  Where will our children learn? 
Lastly, Mr. Speaker because I do not want to take much time so that I can also consider other Members. Healthcare is very important for all because you cannot deliver when you are sick. We have to talk to our nurses because they are our children and when the Government is still trying to formulate laws to cover them in payments and allowances they should be in work stations.  Mr. Speaker, we really feel as a County that we should ask them to report to work with whatever little they will get as talks go on. The speech is a speech with focus and we are grateful to the Governor because he has given us a speech to dwell on. Thank you. 

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Yes Hon. Maria Losile.
Hon. Losile: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir. First and foremost I thank my electorates of Loyamorok Ward for electing me as their Member of County Assembly. I really honor and salute them for leaving out their cultural beliefs and elected a lady to be their representative. 

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Order Hon. Member. You can still stand without bending. You will still be on record when you talk while standing.

Hon. Losile: Thank you Mr. Speaker for that, in fact I was feeling a bit uncomfortable. The Governor mentioned something very important in his speech especially on the sides of Tiaty. He mentioned something on the issue of water and as we know water is very important, I support him very much.

But there is something I want to criticize Mr. Speaker. The Governor said that he want to sink new boreholes but Mr. Speaker there are places that do not even have water. He also said that he wanted the National Government to exploit the existing water infrastructure especially in Kirandich and Chemosusu dams while we have some parts of Baringo where there is no one single dam  like Chemosusu and Kirandich dam.

So my suggestion is this, we want the Governor at least in each and every sub-County we need a big dam like Chemosusu and Kirandich. Mr. Speaker he also mentioned that we need to access to clean and affordable water.

In other areas Mr. Speaker we do not have even dirty water; there is no place which have dirty water.  So when he talks of clean water some of us wonder because there are places without water. So we want the new boreholes to be sank, let places where there is no water be considered as a priority. I support the speech of the Governor and we request him that every Sub-County should have dam even for irrigation. Thank you.

Hon. Cheserem: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I take this opportunity to contribute to the Governor’s speech. Mr. Speaker, on Tourism, Baringo County is a lucky County; so far the oldest man in Kenya if not in the world, the fossil have been discovered in this County. But unfortunately as I speak, that fossil of the oldest man named Arorin Tugenesis is not in this County. I wish Members if we shall unite the way the Governor stated in his speech, we need to bring back that ancestor of ours so that we shall get enough funds from it. I know through Tourism money will just be flowing without much thinking because this would attract tourists and even domestic tourists including us who are cousins to that oldest man in the world.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to mention something to do with health care in this County. The Governor indeed mentioned something about it and at the moment we have a challenge in our hospitals and in our only referral hospital.  It is not functional at the moment, I know only emergencies is being taken care of and as a Hon. House,  Members we need to think outside the box on how we are going to salvage the situation. When the strike of the nurses started and when the strike of doctors was on, there are some Counties which were benefiting from the services of their health workers because they had an arrangement between the health workers and the Government. Mr. Speaker sir, I wish the Governor could borrow the same from those Counties who had some arrangement and our people will not have a problem when they visit our hospitals. 

The Governor in his speech also mentioned something on ECDs, Mr. Speaker last time there was money allocated to one of the ECD centers, unfortunately those who allocated it did it in paper without knowing the place. 

The ECD centers are supposed to have permanent buildings and the first thing which was supposed to be allocated for funds was a road. During my campaign time, I visited the place the money was returned back to be used in other places because it was impossible, it took a whole year which means those who were allocating funds to that ECD center did not even know the place. 
Mr. Speaker, I suggest that as we are going to budget or allocate money to different projects especially the ECDs, feasibility studies should be done, there is need to visit those places before allocating funds.

Mr. Speaker sir, I also call upon our Hon. Members as our Excellency the Governor said that unity is paramount. I really concur with him because without unity there will be no much. I am sure that even if I have good plans without…

(Long silence)

Okay, I think that was a blackout because always the devil is not happy when good things are being said. 

(Laughter)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Order! Who is this devil? Is it one of the Members in this House?

Hon. Cheserem: Mr. Speaker, the actual devil is not here.  I was referring to the devil which was once a disciple of God and was thrown down but not in here. 

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Okay. Proceed. 

Hon. Cheserem: Thank you Mr. Speaker for understanding. I was saying that the unity our Excellency the Governor mentioned is really paramount because I know that there will be no success without togetherness.  Members it is my prayer that we shall all join hands whenever our people need us and we shall be moving to all corners of this County… I want to believe that our Leadership of the Assembly will also arrange that if not every Ward or in every Sub-County, we visit and work together with our people so that they will enjoy working with us. I support the speech of the Governor. Thank you. 

Hon. Cheruiyot: Thank you Mr. Speaker for giving me this opportunity. Before I contribute on the Governors speech, I thank people of Koibatek Ward for giving me this opportunity. I also congratulate the Hon. Members, the Hon. Speaker, his Deputy and His Excellency the Governor  on their election. I thank Members and staff who helped Hon. Obote in his father’s fundraising yesterday and we managed to garner Kshs. 38,000 from this Assembly. The Member and his family sent his appreciation.
(Applause)
Mr. Speaker, the Governor in his speech stated something about the bursary and I echo that poverty level in our County is very high and bright students don’t secure vacancies in higher learning institutions because of lack of school fees. The Governor stated that the bursary kitty should be increased and I suggest that poor and orphaned students be considered. They should be considered all through their education because you find that bright students are only supported when they join form one but are later neglected in term two and three.

Secondly on health care, as my colleagues have said, services in health centers are paralyzed because of lack of services for health care officers who are on strike.  The root cause of this should be found because in some cases you hear nurses’ complaining that they are considered as unskilled and therefore a reason for striking.  Nurses should be recognized for their services. 
In our County, we are faced with a shortage of lab technicians and I suggest that they should be distributed evenly because there are some health centers with no lab technicians. For instance,  there is a health centre in my Ward where we have a lab but there is no technician. In my campaigns, I got some complains from those quarters that there are some staffs who have not been paid since 2011 especially the subordinate staff  like the watchmen.  I understand they were paid until the transition came. In Solian and Narkuptakei dispensary in my Ward, the subordinate staffs have not been paid. Something should be done so that they can receive their payments. 
Lastly, I support the Governor on the issue of water distribution. We have a problem with this because in my Ward, we don’t have clean water and I suggest that more sinking of boreholes and construction of dams should be done because my area has only one borehole serving a very small corner. If this is done, piped water can be used for irrigation. I support the speech by the Governor. Thank you

(Applause)
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Thank you Hon. Member. Yes Hon. Tochim. 
Hon. Tochim: Thank you for the opportunity Mr. Speaker. As the routine, I thank the electorates for giving me the opportunity to serve them in the Assembly for the next five years. The Governor’s speech was nice and superb and it is a roadmap for us in this House. Yesterday, I wasn’t with you because I was with the Governor in my Ward with other leaders from the National Fund for the Disabled Kenya (NFFDK) who sponsored the construction of five classrooms and an administration block in Ochi School for the hearing impaired. It was a successful meeting and I appreciate NFFDK for the aid. 
Mr. Speaker, the Governor’s speech was inclusive and geared to bring all people in building this County. On page 11 and 12, he mentioned about young people, women, people living with disability, senior citizens and the minority group in all level of decision making. No one is useless in this world and I thank the Governor for recognizing people with disability, women and the senior citizens. You will realize that there are disabled people whose contribution is enormous in building the economy.

 You will agree with me the youth in this County and all over the Country are idle and they have encouraged the syndrome of dependency. Let us borrow a leaf from the Governors speech and encourage our people to avoid dependency. You find the blind and the deaf working so hard and when you go to Nairobi, there is a blind man who is a shoe shiner yet some normal people with every part of their body are beggars. 
The Governor on page 11 encouraged us that we must fight corruption and discrimination in all forms and must exercise prudence. Mr. Speaker, I don’t know if it is in my Ward only, but there are projects that have been paid and approved, but they have not been done. I encourage Members that we be straight to the point, avoid corruption and be straight to the service given to us. We should ensure that we follow those who corrupted the projects and ensure that they pay or be jailed. 
(Applause)

I correct my right hand and clever Member of Parliament for Loyamorok who criticized the speech that he did not include other areas that does not have boreholes. She said that the Governor only mentioned of a few dams…

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Order Member! The Hon. Member for Loyamorok is not a Member of Parliament. 
Hon. Tochim: Member of County Assembly. Thank you Mr. Speaker.

(Laughter)
I believe soon she will be a Member of Parliament.  MCA for Loyamorok, you will realize that on page 5 and 6, the Governor mentioned and I quote, “I urge this House to earmark this sector for prioritization in resource allocation so that we increase sustainable access to clean and affordable water toresidents of Baringo. The best way forward is to leverage on sinking new boreholes and small dams”. I request that we encourage our electorates and mobilize them to come out in large numbers and vote on 17th October for President Uhuru Kenyatta. 
(Applause)

I encourage MCA’s from Tiaty now that we are together, we vote in Jubilee because last time they voted for NASA. Please let us vote for Uhuru. Thank you.
(Applause)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Proceed Member.
Deferment of The Motion on Thanks for governor’s address

Hon. Kibet: Mr. Speaker, reading from the mood of the House, the Standing Order No. 52 (3), I request we defer this debate given that the Standing Order No. 22, we have a maximum of four sittings, we still have a sitting. I request that we defer the motion.

(Applause)
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Any Member to support or oppose? Or a seconder? Hon. Bowen.
Hon. Bowen: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I second.
(Applause)
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Fair enough. Any opposer? 

(The Deputy Speaker consults with the Clerk)
(Question Proposed)

(Question put and Agreed to)
Order!
ADJOURNMENT
House adjourns until Tuesday 26th September 2017.
House rose at 3.40pm
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