
BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD

The House met on Tuesday 26th September 2016 at 2:40 PM

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat) in Chair

PRAYERS
(Long silence)

(The Speaker consults with the Clerk)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Clerk.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members, as you all know, we have been debating on the Governor’s speech and this is the last sitting where we will be discussing that. I urge Members who had not done so to do it. I have noted that there is quite an absence today as some Members have gone for a course in Eldoret. However, we have a quorum and we should proceed. Welcome Members. Next order

MOTION

Thanks for Governor’s address

(Resumption of debate interrupted on 21.9.2017 at 2:30 PM)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members, this is your opportunity to proceed. 
Hon. Kosgei: Thank you Mr. Speaker for the opportunity. First, I congratulate you and your Deputy for being elected. Second, I thank the Hon. Members for their election and thirdly, people of Mogotio for giving me a chance to represent them here. The Governor’s speech was so elaborate and good. When he talked of piece-meal projects he meant projects that were not complete and some even not halfway. Mr. Speaker, some projects in my Ward like Mogotio town are stalled like there is a new tarmac road but trenches have no be worked for two years thus people keep on falling in them. I urge the concerned department to look into it.  
The Governor mentioned of food security but this shouldn’t be talked about in this County when we have no agricultural officers in the field.  I request agricultural officers to be employed first to help farmers in extension services. On the issue of boreholes and dams, most of the boreholes in my area aren’t working because of electricity and I urge that solar panels be erected because of the high cost of electricity. 

On the issue of health centers’ and dispensaries, most of the health centers’ have only one staff and when on leave, the place is closed until the staff resumes. We request addition of staff in the dispensaries. We would like the bursary kitty to be increased so that poor families can benefit. On the issue of security as put by the Governor, we request that in future Members are given security especially those from security prone areas so that they can move freely. 

Finally, the Governor also talked on ECD’s and in my Ward none of the ECDs is complete. Thirty ECDs were implemented but they are all at the slab level. Also our ECD teachers…I don’t know what we can call them because even a maid earns more than them. A maid earns Kshs. 7,500 while an ECD teacher earns Kshs. 7,000. 

(Applause)
I request this Assembly to  debate increment on ECD teachers’ salary. Thank you

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Who else is ready?

(The Speaker consults with the Clerk)

Hon. Kebut: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I thank the people of Ewalel Chap Chap for electing me as their MCA. Secondly, I support the Governor’s speech and I note that some issues need to be sped up. He talked of Water and in my Ward, there is Kirandich dam where the people around don’t benefit. I don’t know why yet these people protect the dam. I request the Governor to liaise with the National Government so that Kirandich dam Phase II can be done quickly and benefit the people. 

On the issue of the funding of the projects… I don’t know if we take into input the engineers advice or we just allocate money through public participation without the input because you realize that some of the projects allocated funds cannot go up to the completion stage. You realize that a road that was meant to be 7 kilometers, only 4 kilometers is constructed i.e. only 4.5 km out of 7km of the road heading to Kasore was done because there were no enough funds. 

You realize that the County Government spent a lot of money in sinking boreholes like in my Ward where it was sunk in 2014 but up to now; it’s not operational because of lack of power.   We should consider the timeline and stakeholders like Kenya Power so that once the project is complete, it is operational. I was talking to the health center staff and a watchman told me that he has not received his salary for the last six months. I don’t know if he is a casual or permanent staff but how do you expect those people to feed their families? 

Lastly, unemployment in our County is high. During the Deputy President’s visit to Baringo, he mentioned about Baringo University. Why can’t our Governor talk to the National Government so that the institution is set up? People will largely benefit from it. Thank you.

Hon. Koech: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I thank the people of Lembus for electing me as their MCA. On the Governors speech in page two paragraph two, he talked of inclusiveness. Since we all came from the elections, we made some pledges to our people and we urge him to consider us in our manifesto. On page four, he talked of job and wealth creation and in this case,  I refer to the recent CEC and CO advert. I urge the Governor to consider the unemployed as opposed to the employed. I beg to support.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you Hon. Koech. Hon. Saphina.
Hon. Saphina:  Thank you Mr. Speaker. First, I congratulate the Governor for securing the enormous task, and all Members including you Mr. Speaker for having been given the opportunity to serve the people of Baringo. I support the motion and it was a good speech as he highlighted his vision for this great County. He said that he wanted to see a united County, empowered people, accountable, inclusive and prosperous County. I wish that will be achieved within five years reign in power. He highlighted that he has seven pillars including harnessing and managing water resources, poverty reduction, food and human security, quality education for a transformative human capital and sustainable future, unlocking the potential in tourism, access to sustainable, quality and affordable healthcare, embracing quality governance, social inclusion and wellbeing as a foundation for growth. 

Mr. Speaker, this speech is quite ambitious and I wish that he will commit himself into assuring that we have achieved for tremendous development in our County. Mr. Speaker there are some specifics he has to bring out so that we move in one direction as a County. 
The Governor has urged the Members to support his development agenda and by supporting it means allocating resources in the rightful manner and quantity. In reference, previously, we have had our resources being spread thinly. Mr. Speaker we have about 800 projects that add little significance to our people. 
 I urge Members to embrace the idea of allocating enough money to projects that have greater impact to the people of Baringo. We need to discuss these in details so that members will have many projects to enable them earn something called ‘bonga points’ in politics. 
 The Governor has mentioned that we dwell on enablers in fixing infrastructure by allocating resources, water roads among others for development to thrive. Mr. Speaker I am in support that he has vision that people of Baringo get clean and affordable water and in right quantities.
As we know, Baringo is water stricken area; an ASAL area and 70% of its people are not accessed to clean water. I want to give credit to the previous regime who tried to bring the percentage from 30% to 53% water availability in our County.
Mr. Speaker, I plead and urge members that accessibility of water in Eldama Ravine is not like Baringo South or even Tiaty thus we need not to hare resources equally because some places are more disadvantaged than others. The Governor should go an extra mile in search of resources because water infrastructure is much expensive.
More boreholes were sunk in the previous regime but there is need for extension of pipes and thus can be done by individual members for people to access water. On human and food security, both are important and critical Mr. Speaker.
 We have had insecurity issue in our County that hampers development that affect food security and daily lives of our people. I urge all Members to embrace peace, human security to eventually have healthy food security. The Governor emphasized to explore areas of comparative for more productivity because we have diverse agronomical zones in Baringo. We have zone one that is Eldama Ravine to zone 7 which is the driest part in Tiaty. If Eldama Ravine is allocated more resources it will produce milk and cereals while the other zone can produce meat respectively.
Mr. Speaker, the Governor in his pillars; education is very important that he said that his Government will be profiling skills to keep inventory of skills of the people of our County. We have varied skills of our youth that has not been put into use, the Governor if he keeps inventory skills and explore them as he has promised, then we will be far. Offering internship programme to our youth will do us good
(Applause)
And that can happen only if we profile skills of the youth and the people of this County. Mr. Speaker it is common knowledge that we have number of bursaries like CDF, Ward Development bursary, Tullow Oil bursary, GDC bursary, Mama County bursary, World Vision bursary, Governor’s bursary which are given separately and in piece meal which add little impact Mr. Speaker, I urge the Governor and leaders in this Assembly to explore a way of bringing these resources together. We can have a programme like Wings To Fly so that it gives impact to our people Mr. Speaker.
I know I have taken a lot of time….
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): In deed Hon. Saphina being the last day of debating, be mindful of others. Please wind up. 
Hon. Saphina: I oblige Mr. Speaker. There are several issues I am in support, education, tourism and utilization of resources for development. There are resources that need to be explored like safaris, tours to mention but a few. The Governor when recruiting personnel need to be keen on skills. I need not to dwell on health sector only that our budget is most consumed in the health sector but we need to get more quality services from this sector. He mentioned that he wants to focus more on prevention more than the cure and we will be looking forward to him allocating money on preventive health care programs Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker….

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): You are winding up….

Hon. Saphina: I am winding up, embracing good governance and fighting corruption is the key in his Government. This is where there is a problem in delivering our oversight role legislators. We need to go along together with the executive so that we deliver our oversight role while they implement. We need not to share a bed with the executive and compromising our oversight role…
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Mheshimiwa with the note of sleeping, I think you can wind up…
(Laughter)

Hon. Saphina: Mr. Speaker, I can go on and on but I conclude and I support the Governor’s speech. Thank you. 
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Kabon
Hon. Kabon: Asante sana Bwana Spika, mhe Saphina ameongea hadi ametunyima nafasi sisi wengine wa kuongea lakini si hoja. Langu kwanza ni kushukur mwenyezi mungu kwa kutuongoza hadi wakati huu tuko katika bunge hili. Pili nashukuru watu wa wadi ya Kapropita kwa kunichagua kuwa kiongozi wao. Tatu nakushukuru bwana spika kwa kuchaguliwa kuwa spika wetu katika bunge hili la Baringo.
(Applause)
Bwana spika nashukuru gavana kwa hotuba lake alilotoa wiki uliopita na  tulipenda. Wananchi wanatarajia mengi kutoka sisi kama viongozi. Wadi langu la Kapropita tuko na shida la barabara kwa mfano barabara ya kwenda Riwo inaitajika iwekwe lami.
Pili, Gavana aliguzia shule za chekechea,kama vile mwenzangu ameguzia, mshahara wa waalimu wa chekechea iko chini kabisa na Gavana aangalie jinsi ya kuongeza mshahara hii. Vilevile ujenzi wa madarasa iangaziwe na gavana wetu.
Gavana aangazie swala la maji kwa kila mwananchi katika kaunti yetu. Sina mengi naunga hotuba ya gavana. Asante.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon Kiptalla.
Hon. Kiptalla: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I am Jeruto Kiptalla I thank God for giving me this chance to lead the people of Baringo County. Secondly I congratulate both elected and nominated Members to this Assembly. I would also thank Jubilee party for giving me chance to serve in this County.
I have two issues that the Governor talked about; one harnessing water management for sustainable development. In my Ward we have JICA which is also found in other sub counties, I urge the Governor to work hand in hand with this NGO so as to drill more boreholes because through…
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Member you said you are nominated, so you do not have a Ward? It is important to note, which Ward are you referring to?
Hon. Kiptalla: Kabarnet Ward. 
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you.
Hon. Kiptalla: Thank you Mr. Speaker, the Governor should work hand in hand with JICA so that we have piped water for our people in the whole County. Secondly, the Governor mentioned that we should work together seamlessly to deliver to our people.
On security, I urge Members of this House to come together to deal with this issue of insecurity as a whole but not sidelining a Sub-County. In this matter I urge members of Tiaty Sub-County to include all of us to ensure that we coexist together as a team. Thank you Mr. Speaker
(Applause)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Leparsalach
Hon. Leparsalach: I thank people of Ilchamus Ward for giving me a chance to represent them in this House for the next five years. I also thank these Hon. Members for according me to be the Deputy Majority Leader. Third, I congratulate you for being elected to be the Speaker of this House. 
The Governor was elaborate in his speech on projects that are huge but did not bring impact to our communities. This is true Mr. Speaker, for example, boreholes have been sunk but are not complete. Heath facilities built in our wards are not functioning. They are without drugs thus has no effect to the lives of the people we represent. 
On the issue of infrastructure, many roads have been started and in fact they have been done in piece meals lets say 100 meters of murram then the rest is graded and when it rains it becomes a river.  Mr. Speaker sir those are the areas that we really need to put a lot of effort to improve our performance. I remember during campaign time… I don’t know whether it was true or not but we were told that Baringo County was rated the last County in terms of performance for the last five years. If it was true Mr. Speaker, the Governor has to put in a lot of effort and improve so that we do not fall in the same trap again. 

On water Mr. Speaker sir, we really have a challenge of water in our County in that during rainy seasons we get so many problems. Our small rivers get flooded, the Wananchi get displaced and then after three or four months the water that was disturbing people disappears and we get into water shortage problems again for our animals and our people. So we really need to prioritize on this issue so that we don’t become a laughing stock because I remember JICA the other time when they came to our place they said in two months’ time people cry that the rivers are flooded and now you require water. Mr. Speaker that is one area that is really challenging and we really need to put a lot of efforts and prioritize on that issue.

He talked about education research. That is one key area for any developing County or country. We need to do a lot of research and put a lot of money there because so many things are going to depend on the type of research we are going to conduct in our counties. I had an opportunity to go around this building, visited our library, just to find out that there is very little for us to be proud of. So those are the areas that we really need as members to get in touch, go through some research papers done by our sons and daughters. 

Also electricity Mr. Speaker sir is really a big challenge especially in the rural areas. Our kids have been provided with laptops and you find that almost half that is 50% of the schools in rural areas do not access electricity. Those are the areas that we really need to see into it and make sure that electricity is at least available in our rural schools. He talked of unlocking our potentials which is true. God has given us a very beautiful land endowed with rich flora and fauna and so many people come to our County just to admire our forests, caves and all that. We really need to put a lot of emphasis on those areas to make sure that nothing is under-utilized especially the land. If we can get water from dams I am sure Baringo County is going to be self-sufficient.

The problem of food insecurity will become a problem of the past so we need to prioritize on that and make sure that we properly utilize the natural resources available. Our lakes; we have Lake Baringo to me is totally under-utilized. That water is not used in so many other ways except fishing which is also under-utilized because the fishermen do not have the proper fishing gears.  We need as a County to assist those people who are doing fishing there, maybe by getting a processing plant for processing and storing fish and market them later. I am sure if that is done then we will properly utilize our lakes. 

Mr. Speaker, human insecurity is also one big challenge. We have in Baringo and we all agree that it is a problem with us and I believe that it is the people of Baringo that are going to give us a solution. and nobody from outside. We need to talk as leaders, face the problem and accept that the solution is with us.

Finally Mr. Speaker sir, I support the speech of the Governor and assure this House that we are going to play our rightful role of oversight to make sure that Baringo is going to prosper. Thank you.

(Hon. Rono experiences technical hitch)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Is it on? Yes there you are.

Hon. Rono: Thank you Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Please say your name and ward.

Hon. Rono: Thank you Mr. Speaker, My name is Richard Barwecho Rono, Member of County Assembly for Barwessa Ward. Mr. Speaker sir, I will start by thanking my people for giving me this chance to serve them for the next five years. Secondly I would like to comment on the Governors speech. I can say that it is in skeleton form but rich in content. I would like to address two issues, one is on food security. A serious farmer will tell you that currently a sure way of farming is through irrigation. We will not talk about food security without mentioning water.

We have a lot of potential in Baringo and especially in my Ward; Barwessa. If we had funds to construct a dam then I know we will supply part of this country with food. Food security cannot be guaranteed when there is no human security. Having said this I can echo my colleagues who have just said  that it is our role as the people of Baringo ranging from the religious leaders to political leaders that we have to talk seriously and see the issue of security maintained everywhere so that our people will go on with their daily duties.

Secondly,  I would like to say something on health. On the issue to do with health, people will say that prevention is better that cure but before reaching prevention we have a lot of entailments. One,  is that we have to have the personnel. In my Ward for example we can say that Barwessa is a Sub County Hospital that is by the name but going physically to assess the situation then it cannot meet the requirements and that means we have a lot to do so that we reach the standard by the name we are trying to call such facilities.

Personnel is an issue here, health without personnel is not health. We need actually to go deeper and do some human resource audit, balance and we see if the human personnel is not enough we go further and recruit. Though we are saying health consumes 40% of our budget but still when you go to the ground it might not be projected. We have a lot to do because as a nation, health people is a healthy nation and that means if we are not healthy we are sick and that is a sick nation.

 Mr. Speaker sir, I would like again to say that not all medicine is curative. There is a lot to be done. When we don’t have clean water we are assured of contracting many diseases. When we don’t have food we are assured of having wide range of diseases. So it a whole chunk of work to be done so that we arrive at what we can call a healthy County.

 I would like to touch on education. Education is the father of all of this because without education we cannot even talk about this other things. So what I am trying to say is that we need to invest in education and encourage our youth because they are the Majority. We are talking about 60 to 70% of our population being youth. If the youth are not safe then the nation is not safe so we need to invest lot in education.

I know those who are lucky to have gone to maybe tertiary colleges and universities maybe it is a fraction of the youth. The majority of youth are in the villages and they are doing nothing there. So we need to go there deeper and remove them from idleness and put them into use because I know when we utilize 50 or 90% of this idle youth properly our country will move forward. Secondly, when we talk about insecurity, this means when we have a lot of idle youth in our villages we are assured of having insecurity and I know that so we need to think and broaden our minds to see how we can place these youth in various field of life. With those few remarks I want to say thank you Mr. Speaker.

(Hon. Lotela stands in his place)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon Sam Limo.

Hon. Limo: Thank you Mr. Speaker for protecting me from my friend who is so aggressive he wants to speak. I know the protocol has been followed correctly. Hon Speaker I am Hon. Sam Limo Lourien and they call me in my village Lokales and I don’t know if that is applicable here. First and foremost I want to appreciate or thank God for giving me an opportunity to serve the people of Tirioko in Tiaty Constituency. It is an honor and also a privilege to me to exercise the leadership skills here and prove to them that I am really able and up to the task that they accorded to me.
Secondly, I want also to thank my party KANU and members for choosing me to be there Minority Leader in this House, it’s also a privilege and God given chance to do so. I want also to thank God for the entire team that we have walked together for the past two or three weeks. I have come to realize that this is one of the best team that one can walk with for the spirit of unity, togetherness that really existed amongst the Members of this House.

Mr. Speaker,  I want to contribute to the Governors speech which really I say that much has been said about it and I feel like the speech was a bit skeleton and I will say the Governor did not go into depth discussing several sectors, what he really meant and we wanted him to do as a House. For example Mr. Speaker what I will say about roads is that our roads are really in pathetic condition right as we speak. Today I was held up in my village as I was rushing to attend House Business Committee and you saw I was late in that meeting and the reason for that is the condition of roads in our communities is very pathetic.

There were some contractors who were previously assigned to do those roads and the kind of work they did will not match the amount they were awarded. The roads are in very bad condition and I feel something should be done concerning our roads regardless of our budget that we may have in this House to allocate various roads but what we really need to look at is the quality of work to be done.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker is about water. The Governor did mention about water and I was expecting from him to address this House about water and say he is intending to buy some rigs for drilling boreholes. If he will give us the budget for the rigs, we as this House will not hesitate to endorse what he asks for but now talking about water and saying we will allocate some funds or he is asking the Members to allocate some funds to the water sector is really something to worry about.  I think on the issue of water the Governor was not advised well on how to communicate on it. 

For example Mr. Speaker you find some boreholes which were drilled two to three years ago are still dormant. The JICA Company came and drilled the boreholes and then closed them and left the site. There has been no any allocation for the boreholes to be opened up so that people and Members of our community enjoy the clean water. Also I think, he has a budget of the Governors flagship projects and I think he should have mentioned something concerning water. 

Mr. Speaker, I read something he talked about ECD’s and I think there are a lot to be done on ECDs, first on their remuneration. You will find that these people are working far away from their homes just like any other worker and the ECD’s teachers are paid peanuts, 8,000, 6,000, 5000 for a teacher. I think also the Governor should consider going further and consult the ministry of Education so that we can see how we can really give the ECD’s teachers the salary increment to befit their grades. If a teacher is a Diploma holder then he should get something that is worth his or her Diploma. If he is a certificate holder then he should get a salary worth his or certificate.

I have come to realize that in part of my ward where I come from, the ECD teachers are missing in action; they are not in school. I don’t know if somebody is earning from this scheme and if they are on payroll then we can call them ghost workers. Primary Schools like Akoret, Chesawach, Kongor, Ngaina, Chesungech don’t have teachers but when I inquired further I was told this issue is with the executive and the people in charge of ECD.

I am requesting the Hon. Members of this House that we revisit the issue of ECD once and for all and give them a better pay and also we replace after an audit is done those absentees. Maybe the same problem which is happening in Tirioko Ward, which is really far since we are bordering Turkana to the North, West Pokot and Samburu, might also be happening elsewhere. So Mr. Speaker,  I am requesting the Members that after this we can see how we can do an audit of ECD teachers and if they are to be replaced we replace them and we have to consider their pay.

Another point that caught my attention is about poverty eradication, food and human security. Surely the entire Baringo County is facing the challenge of food security. We really don’t have food security that our people will say we are well in terms of food. I think Mr. Speaker,  I have a proposal that the Governor should source funds from the National Government, World Bank, IMF and others to consider bringing up irrigation scheme in the areas affected by drought mostly like Kolowa, Tirioko and Sides of Silale. 

I can mention where I really understand and I know Hon Chepsongol who comes from Bartabwa or Barwessa is also undergoing the same problem so we really need to have some funds over 500 million so that we can put Kerio Valley under irrigation and we get stable economically in terms of food security. 

Mr. Speaker, this will also help us bring down the issue of cattle rustling that has been going on in parts of Tiaty, Ilchamus in areas of Arabal and Kinyach. If we give these people irrigation schemes then the business of going to steal cattle will reduce. We will hold them in their farms, they will be busy cultivating water melons selling them, getting profits, they will be drinking clean water and their animal too then we will be peaceful. 

Finally, there is something about access to sustainable quality, affordable healthcare. I went through that and first I want to register dissatisfaction on the engagement of the Governor with the health team. It has so far not yielded any fruits. Like the place I come from the nurses are still on strike, not even in Tirioko which is the largest ward in the entire County is having two nurses and they are stationed in small dispensaries which are not receiving medicine. You find that most of the time they are just busy doing other things. 

 I wanted the Governor to address the issue of healthcare. We as a County have our own way of doing things. We should not say because the nurses in Kenya are striking then we give them that opportunity to continue striking. I think there are other modalities which the Governor himself can do it. He can get the nurses, convince them even speaking in mother tongue so that they can resume duty. When they come back we in this House should consider addressing the issues of dispensaries. I have noted that dispensaries are built but there are no personnel sent to those facilities and also there are no medicine. Instead of building many dispensaries without the nurses we need to embark on that. Even if we get nurses outside Baringo then that is a good idea because they are ready to work anywhere. 

I have realized that when some nurses from Baringo are given an opportunity to work in Tirioko which is largest and closer to Turkana they are afraid of insecurity. There is no nurse, teacher who has been injured so we need to consider. When he is appointing or recruiting nurses…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon Sam I think you have made your point. We are going out of time and we need to give others…
Hon. Lourien: Let me conclude Mr. Speaker by saying that for a start the Governor’s speech is not bad. The speech was good though not detailed. We support him in everything he is going to do and I promise as the Minority Leader we are going to do our work perfectly in checking the Government and ensuring things are done in order and perfectly. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes your mic went on first you are lucky. Just introduce yourself and your Ward. 

Hon. Kibarar: I am Hon Paul Kipsang Kibarar MCA Emining Ward. Thank you for giving me this opportunity. 
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Kibarar before you proceed I want to remind members that if you get an opportunity because of time you don’t need to repeat what other members have said. Just say something fresh and take the shortest time possible. 

Hon. Kibarar: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I will abide by your ruling. Let me start by thanking people and the residents of Emining Ward for electing me to this House. I also want to thank you, the Deputy Speaker, my colleagues elected and nominated for also being here. Having being here with me for the shortest time I have really enjoyed their time and I believe the tenure ahead we shall have a great time. 
Let me also touch on issues that the Governor raised and the area I wanted to specify is on water. This is an area that the Governor said he is going to prioritized. Our County has a problem of clean water. We are privileged that we have got places that already projects have started like Chemususu, Kirandich, there is another one in my Ward called Radat and might start anytime. We expect that the Governor and the County will consider speeding those projects so that the residents of Baringo can have water as fast as possible.

When we were campaigning, I think everybody who is here said that they will bring water. The Governor was right that he was going to put it as a priority. Another issue is on our diverse resources. He really mentioned very well that we are blessed ranging from forests and mines and those are the resources that are going to help us move on. For instance in tourism we have got the lakes. Apart from what we get from the National Government we should tap those resources within our local that is ourselves. I was encouraged when he talked about them and I knew that if we make use of those ones we might get money there to assist us run other projects on top of what the Government is going to give us. 

On top of that there is something called conservation. We want to conserve our environment so that they can also generate something for us and help our residents in terms of water and money. That one will always go hand in hand. I found something called WI-FI. It should be extended to all sub counties. When we talk about our youths benefitting in Ravine and Kabarnet alone then that is not ideal. We should look for ways where every headquarters of every sub County get such services. 

Then last but not the least is the issue on public participation. This is where I encourage that we should go by what he said that people should be encouraged to go and air their issues there. The Government should fund it fully. In fact notices should be given early in advance so that they can come and say what they want to be done in the County; at the end of the day if those things are not done we will be victims of what happened to our colleagues. Remember only five survived and we want the 30 of us to come back next time. So we should support that issue of having people to come for public participation so that they give us their views then we budget for them so that at end of the day they see what they prioritized. By doing so our five year term will be a successful and we will be back again. I support the motion.
(Hon. Lotela stands in his place)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Lotela. I am trying to get you. My eyes are getting you but the machine is not. Once again you lose your chance. Welcome Hon. introduce yourself

Hon. Fransisca Cheburet: Thank You Mr. Speaker sir I am Fransisca Cheburet nominated member from KANU Party. I want to thank God for this day and for having seen us through up to this time. I want to thank my party KANU for nominating and having trusted me to come and legislate what is good for the people of Baringo. I want to thank the Hon members, the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker for being in this House with us so that we do what is necessary in this House for the next five years. 

Most of my colleagues have mentioned some of the areas and there are some of the areas  he didn’t like the Governor never touched about manpower. I think the backbone of development and productivity in Baringo County depends on the manpower. From the information we are getting is that the cealing of Baringo manpower is beyond the set limit; that no workers can no longer be employed as at now. I am aware that within two weeks the Governor has been in office he has done some audit. I thought from his speech he would have given us an overview of what really transpired. Do we have proper staff in place, do we have people who have the same qualifications in the departments that they are in because we can have a sealing that is beyond but then the people are not working in that office and they are being paid. The other thing is that this is the second Government in Baringo County and the Governor never touched on… I believe when you go to a House you will read between the lines what has been happening and you will know how far everything is. I thought he would have given us an overview of development so that as we speak about his pillars that he has mentioned.  For example if we are dealing with water what was done by the previous Government. 

If we are dealing with poverty reduction, food and human security, I am very aware that the same has been running in the previous Government. I believe most of these issues are not detailed.  It could have been good if it was detailed then we can now discuss from an informed point of view. The other issue is on industrialization, I have not seen anything on industries and if we have already have a ceiling in employment then I believe the initiation of industries should be embarked on so address the issue of unemployment in our County.

The other thing as we talked about the manpower we should have been given an overview on the cooperation between the executive and the staff under them to ensure that there is no staff turnover especially for those who are experts in their areas of specialization and to ensure that there is high productivity.  I believe we can plan all these projects but if we don’t have the right manpower then this County will not be moving on. 

The other thing that I saw that was not mentioned is on gender mainstreaming. Being a lady,  I believe that gender should be observed including women, youth and PWDs. I thought the Governor should have his people on board because when you look on the voters list the people who have a bigger number are the same. What is he planning? 

The other one is on the CIDP which is written on page two and I thought the CIDP that we are going to prepare is the second one and in the previous one we noted that the pubic was not involved so that the priorities that were made by the County Government clashed with those of the people. My information to the Governor is that it was good if he planned so that we have a public participation, set aside funds so that people are given the opportunity to prioritize their own projects. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): You are lucky this time Hon. Lotela.
Hon. Lotela: Thank so much Mr. Speaker, I really tried as much as possible to catch your eye but the machine was not able to communicate on the left side. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Your full names.
Hon. Lotela: I am going there, I stand this afternoon as a member of Silale Ward and privileged to join the second parliament of this County and I want to confirm that those who belong to this House are the citizens because they are the ones who decide who is supposed to come here and by what criteria. That assurance has now given me confidence that I am still trusted by the people of Silale Ward to represent them and give the best oversight role in this Hon. House. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to congratulate all the members who won in the last general election and now they are here. The other time I was with other friends but now I have seen new faces. I have sat here listening at how members are deliberating at the Governors speech. It is very interesting if Baringo could implement such kind of a speech then we would not be number 47 for the three years. 

His Excellency the Governor highlighted very critical issues in his speech. One of it is that he has a vision to unite the people of Baringo and empower them to be accountable and inclusive. Vision is very good but you know very well you cannot attain the vision. If it could be an objective then it would have been very easy. But the best thing is that that vision can motivate us to have that kind of a roadmap. I have gone through the whole speech and there is a place he said it will never be business as usual especially where the Governor is condemning the budget allocation on some of the vote heads. 

The Governor commented that the piece meal project adopted in the past was economically unfeasible; I am still thinking as if the Governor is intending to remove Ward development fund. If that is the intention this House has to think very critically on how to handle that matter because that is the only and the primary way of sharing resources in this County. The Speech raised very fundamental issues that the people of Baringo are yearning to see. Here is another critical issue, you can write a very good speech but my issue at hand is the Governor has not highlighted the issue of the budget. At the moment 31 per cent of the budget goes to development and 69 per cent goes to recurrent expenditure. That will be a big issue. 

As much as you want to talk of the project that can have a large impact what about the budget at the moment because how are we going to handle the issue of recurrent expenditure. Close to 2.5 billion is going to salaries and 1.7 billion is going to development in Baringo. It is a critical issue that we are yet to face. May be an audit of our staff need to be conducted. The issue of staffing to be relooked into so that the ghost workers can be identified. The Governor can also do retrenchment there is no problem because it is a way of saving and increasing the development percentage to around 45. 

Mr. Speaker at the moment every Ward gets an allocation of 25 million which includes the whole ministries. The flagship project is based on County level because you cannot concentrate flagship projects of around 20 million or 30 million to one region. It will not be fair. The only way Baringo will enjoy economic value is to connect with other counties. We cannot do it alone as a County. For instance Baringo could not allow the animals to get away in Mogotio to Nakuru County. That is a sure way of improving and adding value to livestock industry. Mr. Speaker you are also aware that there is a slaughter House in Mogotio and in the neighborhood, and thus there is no real competition Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I expect the Governor to address such kind of issue because in North Rift, Baringo is leading in the number of livestock. In Agriculture, Baringo is a land of diversity and at the same time it is a County of extreme eco-systems.

In Baringo you can get the best school and the worst one in the world, if you go to the upper part it is a highland and the other side is close to a desert.  On the issue of water Mr. Speaker, the Governor talked of boreholes and dams, I hope the House and the Hon. Members understands that when we talk of a dam and a water pan there is a difference. 

Currently Mr. Speaker, with this budget and the next budget, and the kind of our revenue collection in this County, there is still a challenge not unless the Governor establishes a resource mobilization office purely for resource mobilization and the liaison office in Nairobi to be put up inorder to help this County.

Mr. Speaker as you know the issue of water is a critical one, we have Lakes here and we have not utilized those waters.  Like in Lake Baringo can serve the entire Ilchamus, part of the lower Baringo North and part of Loyamorok if the Government could have been serious to handle the issue of water. Mr. Speaker,  Lake Baringo has not been demarcated and it is a very important resource to attract investors in this Country.  It is another way of promoting tourism; it is another way of connecting with Laikipia County where they have much of Tourism.  So we could have taken the advantage to connect the circuit of Tourism from Laikipia to farms through Churo/Amaya Ward to a conservancy that is there to enhance tourism.   
Mr. Speaker, the interesting part and I hope that every Member is aware that Baringo in North Rift is leading in malnutrition records and we are competing in malnutrition with Turkana County. We have been on the public Media Houses on the issue of food security.  Do our irrigation that we have in our County like in Marigat, Barwessa really have an impact? And yet we have been allocating money to those schemes and even the National Government has been allocating money too. 

If the production of those irrigation schemes are not enough then we have to change out tactics again.  Mr. Speaker, as we all know that Barwessa received almost Kshs. 750 million from the African Bank on irrigation and we are yet to see the production and the utility of that money.

Mr. Speaker, the Governor mentioned Education and we all know that the County has been constitutionally directed to deal with the ECDs but at the moment ECDs is under TSC and the County Government does not have a framework and a management system to deal with ECDs.

As we speak the County Government has not been able to feed the ECD centers, they have been left to rely on primary schools where they get their food through World Food Programme.  The Governor should have looked at those areas. As much as he is interested in increasing bursaries that will be focusing on the secondary schools of which that is not our role and mandate as much as we take almost a thousand students in secondary schools to university and collages.

We have to embark on our ECDs and make it excellent by producing pupils who can make it at primary schools and at secondary schools level  but at the moment it is a popular idea because of a general problem that we have to help those in secondary schools but Mr. Speaker is it really our mandate?

I am appealing to this House that let us relook again to what our Constitution mandated us to do as a County. Unless we focus on our village Polytechnics that is the only solution for us to solve the problem of unemployment.

Mr. Speaker, Baringo is endowed with a lot of resources ranging from Geothermal, Diatomite, and Solar Energy, milk plan in Ravine, Potatoes in Maji Mazuri and our livestock but our resources have not been exploited.

The Governor could have really given us the best way or a strategy on how to make sure we are investing in Geothermal the way the National Government has focused on it.  As a County can we engage with the Geothermal Company to give us some wealth that is our rightful allocation of revenue. Mr Speaker, is it also possible as a County to have our own wealth?

They can drill, we have the power to engage them and have our own and maybe we can be demarcated to have some blocks not all of them to be controlled by the Geothermal Company. The other side of the block should be controlled by the County Government so that they can have the power to make some decisions. For instance on diatomite, we are engaging with the Chinese Government in parts of Baringo North and Tiaty, Kaporyon is about to start but do we have our plan on how to make sure that those industries are serving us well?

Mr. Speaker some investors are interested in solar production and they have been having a problem like in Chesirimion they are targeting to have over 3,000 megawatts. As a County we have to look for a political solution for those programs to start that is the only way you can increase the welfare and the economy of the people of Baringo.

Mr. Speaker, corruption in Baringo is real. The way we are collecting our revenue and the way we are transmitting the whole process of revenue collection, it is not correct and apart from having a wrong system in collecting our revenue we also need to culture that they have to embrace paying tax, because that is a fight and we have to agree with them it’s their responsibility. 

Mr. Speaker, in this Governor’s address I have not seen where he mentioned the issue of disasters, we know Baringo is always prone to disasters year in year out. Disasters like flood, landslide, famine, insecurity on scares resources and the issues that if we cannot address, this County will not go far.

The most interesting part now as I wind up is when the Governor said he wants to unite and to see the County with diversity having unity of purpose and cohesion, Mr. Speaker our Governor once contested on a KANU ticket and I think in his heart our values of love, peace and harmony are still sealed in his heart as much as he is a Jubilee Governor.

Mr. Speaker I am expecting from this speech of bringing Baringo together, a Kikuyu to be a CEC, I am expecting a Mnubi from Ravine to be a CO. We are expecting the Governor from this kind of a speech to bring us names that reflects the diversity of this County.

Mr. Speaker you cannot call for a unity in diversity when you cannot actualize through appointments and recruitments and staffing. I want to inform this House apart from supporting a very good speech let us face the reality.

We have our County referral hospital at the moment but we do not have a gynecologist, we used to have only one who was chased away because of our Baringo politics. There were some cases where there were maternal deaths during delivery and the records are there.

As much as our friends are really serious on the issue of health, we have to be sure that every day we are referring our patients to Eldoret for further treatment because we don’t have some machines like the MRI services which can cost a lot of money. If we could have those machines and the manpower the cost of travelling by our people could have reduced. I am urging you Members maybe you are new but I am urging you that our health situation at the moment as much as there is strike we need to speed up to ensure that our health sector is running well and we save lives. That is the good thing that we can do to the people of Baringo.  

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Lotela you will finalize.

Hon. Lotela: Yes Mr. Speaker. As I speak I felt a bit irritated when my respected Governor termed the ruling of a supreme court the only last court we have on this land that they based on a minor clerical issue on the ruling of the last nullified election. 

I know he is a Jubilee person but it is also good Mr. Speaker to embrace our Constitution, the Jubilee Party might feel like they are grieved although we are there mpango wa kando, they should also not go to that level of demeaning the supreme court that the facts were based on numerical or clerical errors. That is untrue Mr. Speaker, it is a political assumption and I never knew, our Governor happened to work with the IEBC. Thank you.

(Loud consultations)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order Hon. Members!  I see that our time is really moving fast unless there is one last, I want to invite the majority Leader to sum up so that we can wind up the debate on the Governors speech.

Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Thank you Mr. Speaker. First I would like to thank the people of Lembus Kwen for electing me as their MCA. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Majority Leader just introduce yourself, full names for the sake of the HANSARD. 
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Okay. My names are Hon. Kipchumba Tallam Member of Lembus Kwen. I would like to thank the people of Lembus Kwen for electing me and I would also like to thank the Hon. Members for electing you the Speaker.

I also thank our Hon. Jubilee Members for entrusting me with the Leadership of the Majority Leader.  With the Governors speech, I have heard the Members comment and my conclusion is that the speech was very nice, well elaborated, and self-explanatory and so I would like to thank the Members for their contributions.  I thank the County Assembly to record the expositions of the public policy contained in the address of the Governor’s speech. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members I think that wraps up the debate of the speech one or two directions here.  I think we have now finalized and we are resuming to our normal business the next time we come back.

I want to remind the Hon. Members to think outside the box and create more work.  We have more than enough researchers in the Assembly, just think around what business we can do so that this House going forward will be a vibrant House.

We were told in the previous House that there were times Members could come to the Assembly and there is no business so, we do not want to see that in this session.  I encourage you to go out there if you have an issue affecting your people we have enough researchers to give you the materials so that you can come and debate. 

ADJOURMENT

Order! Hon. Members this House stands adjourned to tomorrow the 27th of September at 9.30am.

The House rose at 4:38 PM.
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