BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD

The House met on Wednesday 27th September 2017 at 2:40PM

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat) in Chair

PRAYERS

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Clerk! 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
Presentation of Members of CASB to the House
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members we want to begin by formerly bringing to record the appointment of certain Members to the County Assembly Service Board as agreed and deliberated by all the Members in our meeting in Naivasha. The following names were proposed for nomination to the County Assembly Service Board:
1. Hon. Purity Tallam

2. Hon. Solomon Makal.

So it is now official that those two Members are members of Baringo County Assembly Service Board. 

(Applause)

The rest as you know will come in due course through the normal procedure of advertisement Next order!
MOTION

Formation of an Ad hoc Committee to 
Promote Peace in Baringo County
Hon. Selemoi (The Deputy Speaker): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Aware that Article 1 of the Constitution of Kenya 2010 vests the sovereign power and the supremacy of the Constitution to the people of Kenya and that the same power may be exercised either directly or through their democratically elected representatives.

Further aware that Chapter 14 as read together with the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Kenya vests the function of National security to the National Government. Concerned that Baringo County has been grappling with the issue of rampant insecurity in the recent past and that the same has led to massive destruction of property, loss of lives and livestock, displacements of persons, standoff in learning institutions and a retracted development growth in the region.
Further concerned that there have been numerous efforts by leaders from Baringo County and other neighboring counties namely West Pokot, Samburu, Laikipia and Turkana, meant to restore peaceful coexistence and calm among the warring communities in volatile regions. I urge this County Assembly resolve as hereunder:
That an Ad hoc Committee be established with specific objectives to deal with peace initiatives in the County by conducting several peace caravans and peace related campaigns and report the findings within a specified time frame of three months.

That the Committee of Justice, Legal affairs, Devolution, Governance and Cohesion in the Standing Order be amended in the near future to include peace component.

That the membership to enjoin with other County leaders and relevant stakeholders in a bid to restore peaceful coexistence in the County in order to speed up development programmes, enhance economic transformation and encourage social integration.

Further that the Baringo County Assembly to facilitate the said established Ad Hoc Committee to enable it to conduct its affairs or business, I beg to move.

Mr. Speaker sir…
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Deputy Speaker;  Hon Selemoi, Do you  understand that this is a Motion that you did not give a Notice? I would want to refer you to our Standing Orders 233 where you are required to seek for exemption of notice though I know this Standing Order is still new to Members but a mover of a Motion is entitled to seek for exemption and I will consider. If I will grant you then you will proceed. So you may proceed to seek for that exemption.
Hon. Selemoi: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir. I seek exemption of business from Standing Orders 233(1) subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), a Motion may with the approval of the Speaker, be moved by any Member, either with or without notice that the proceedings of any specified business be exempted from the provisions of part VI. Thank you Mr. Speaker I will proceed.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Do you have a ground on which you are seeking  that exemption? Is there any urgency or…?
Hon. Selemoi: Yes Mr. Speaker sir, You are aware that this is insecurity in this County is a sensitive matter and recently some of the Members in this House traversed some parts of this County especially in Tiaty preaching peace and Members would wish to get that information on what was done on the ground. So I saw it wise that this Assembly be rightfully informed on the said meetings that were held so that they are not left in the dark, thank you Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): After having listened to the Members reasoning and request for exemption and after hearing and taking into cognizant these circumstances upon which this Motion is brought, I hereby grant exemption under Standing Order 233 and I hereby allow you Member to proceed with the Motion.
Hon. Selemoi: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, as you rightly put it, this matter before the House is of great importance not only to us as Members but also to our County men and women. Mr. Speaker sir the subject matter is security and cohesion amongst our people in Baringo County. Although security matters are not devolved but nevertheless the challenges we get on the ground require us to tackle it and the unique challenges demands that Members of this County Assembly take serious and cognizant efforts to mitigate it. We as the elected and nominated Members o this County Assembly have the responsibility, we do have the obligation to ensure that this County Assembly starts on the correct footing as far as the matters of security are concerned.
 We don’t want to repeat the mistakes that have been there before; we must make correct and decisive intervention measures to make our people come together and live in harmony. For that matter Mr. Speaker sir my anticipation of the Ad Hoc Committee is to meet urgently should the House approve it and procure a road map and a frame work for engaging our communities in so practical and home grown solutions so that we don’t win on the academic of peace.
Secondly, Mr. Speaker sir my hope if this Committee will be approved, then it will formulate compensation programmes for victims of insecurity. The committee also will work closely with committees of Education in this County whether in the Executive or other stakeholders to ensure that there is improved education system, youth and enrolment and return to normalcy in schools that has been deserted because of insecurity. Also the committee according to my anticipation will promote programmes of integration among our County administration and other stake holders. 

That notwithstanding Mr. Speaker sir the Ad Hoc Committee should have powers to summon any witness or any evidence to that committee so that we get information that will help us move forward. Among many other things Mr. Speaker sir,   that the committee will also involve lobby groups, women caucuses and Human Rights Organizations so that they get empowered by information that has been held by those groups. 

Mr. Speaker sir there are many causes of insecurity especially in our County and this insecurity issue has been with us for many years but lately it has escalated to astronomical and different dimensions unlike before and Many of the causes of insecurity.  Mr. Speaker our County has been largely in the limelight because of cattle rustling and act of banditry and this cattle rustling menace; the more reason why we must rise as leaders to address it as early as it is, however much it has scaled up but we still have room to curb it before it grows beyond limits.
Mr. Speaker sir the other incidences where… you know conflicts occur in communities and societies and not only between different tribal communities but also in the same society and another cause for this is the poverty. You realize that according to the recent statistics on the poverty index, our County lies on the highest poverty level and this may pause as one of the causes where even families and communities fight each other. You know when resources are scarce, communities scavenge the available resource and when they fight over these minimal resources conflicts arises. 

So Mr. Speaker sir together with retrogressive cultures like you know moranism, things like traditional practices and even pastoralism culture is getting obsolete day by day because you know pastoralism cannot go hand in hand with modernization for example somebody let’s say with 1,000,000 goats or cattle moving across other people farms, you tend to fight and get entangled into conflicts because your pastoralism practice collides with other people social way of life. So Mr. Speaker sir, without dwelling much on the causes like the grazing conflicts, tribal chauvinism and poor approaches and responses by stakeholders…
 I am convinced that this House is made of sober members and you know very top notched professionals in this County that will address this menace once and for all because you know dwelling on stereotypes for example will drag us behind. We must offer solutions including making of punitive laws. For example the current penal code for car to thief is so low that it’s even crueler to steal a hen or a chicken. So we want this House and even the National Assembly offer and change the penal code so that people fear to steal from other their possessions.
 So Mr. Speaker sir you know I cannot dwell on the problems of insecurity without even offering solutions and I see the reverse of what I have just said is to strengthen traditional conflict mechanism. Should we liaise you know with the police and other government agencies, if they work together even with the local community leaders it will be easier to deal with the issue of insecurity. Instead of the government shying away from engaging the community leaders and the community village elders into their  programmes, so if there is smooth communication flow and information flow from the local to the police, the issue of cattle rustling and conflicts will reduce.

 Mr. Speaker sir we cannot shy away from tackling… you know the issue of illicit firearms and weapons; the weaponry that is available within communities along the troubled areas are causing conflicts because when local communities posses dangerous weapons, what will be the use of those weapons if not attacking others? So, Mr. Speaker sir,  promotion and facilitation of inter communities dialogues, peace meetings, caravans etc will enhance exposure to the illiterate community and you know when a human being is exposed, he is armed with knowledge and their lives will change because they will be informed and then they will make informed decisions.
 Mr. Speaker sir,  I also recommend that these community Barazas and caravan meetings, in future should be structured as opposed to meeting everybody let’s say for example meeting the young morans or the warriors or whatever name we can call them. There are chances of success if we meet with the old men, young and women separately so that these cohorts will address pressing issues affecting them without fearing the other age brackets. Mr. Speaker sir,  I would also want to make an appeal to the leadership and the leadership starts from this House that as soon as we are not united, as soon as we use prejudices against each other,  you know we can’t move and that is where the seed of disunity will trickle down to our communities. 
I would want to urge passionately Hon. Members that this issue requires our concerted and the unified efforts. Mr. Speaker sir disarmament is one of the crucial methods of making locals stay without these firearms but you realize that the National Government is reluctant on this and I don’t know why? If the Government closes all porous borders then they will easily mob up guns within the country and I have an example of how the president of Uganda did. He ensured that he closed boundaries between Kenya, Uganda and the rest of the neighbors and then mobbed up guns from Uganda and Uganda as a Country is now peaceful and you can now walk in and out and there is no more cattle rusting between the Pokots and Karamajong as we speak.
If this Country can go that route, of course what will be the purpose of owning a gun if everybody has been disarmed? So Mr. Speaker sir other than that, like I said earlier, pastoralism Vis avis modernization and other developments is creating  danger… you know there is conflict between pastoralism and other life styles or way of life and this conflicts between pastoralism and other life style like modern farming is what is causing conflicts. Should our communities modify their lifestyles for example then we will have less conflict.
 As leaders we should create alternative sources of livelihood for our people and it starts with legislation in this House; for example irrigation schemes. You know when there are irrigation schemes lets say in the entire Tiaty, Kipsaraman, Bartabwa, Mochongoi and even Mukutani, you know people will dwell on farming and leave the pastoralism practices. So with time Mr. Speaker sir, should our people change their livelihoods and change their life styles through systems like irrigation schemes then we will be moving in the right direction.

 Mr. Speaker sir,  I am winding up by stating that the owners are our membership here. That we have to make correct and even hard decisions, for example Mr. Speaker sir this conflict has displaced many thousands of people along the conflict zones. How can we return people to their previous homes? We need peace first so that Government can resettle the displaced families and compensate them. We want displaced people to go back to where they lived in. Displacements have occurred all over but we must focus on bringing the harmony fast then we resettle our people and rehabilitate the vandalized amenities for example schools, dispensaries etc.

 So Mr. Speaker sir I saw it wise for this House to think what we can do in our small way to ensure that our people live together. And  you know this drive Mr. Speaker sir that we have been doing for the last two months since we were elected from Tiaty Sub County, we took upon ourselves to face the challenges and realities of this cattle rustling menace and the entire leadership of Tiaty is very committed this time round to ensure that this practice has stopped. I know it is a tall order but we have the will and the good will to do that. 
The drive we are making Mr. Speaker sir is that we are not driving this agenda to seek concession for the ongoing military operation to be stopped No! In fact if anything we want to break the ice and ensure that we make frequent contact to the youth educate them and give them alternative ways of livelihood as the leadership. So Mr. Speaker sir the undertakings we have been doing for the last two months as I have said has not  be exclusionist agenda. It all started like a small venture and it is growing. It has reached this House and it will still go far so Mr. Speaker sir I would want to urge Hon. Members that the formation of this Ad Hoc Committee will now encompass many wards, many MCAsand you know we will cast the net wider.
So Mr. Speaker sir I want to inform the House that we were elected on the platform of bringing change and one of the changes  is to make our people not fight each other again because if the insecurity and fighting continues then we will not deliver our mandate of development. So Mr. Speaker sir I would also want to urge Hon. Members to not only shade off the stereotypes and you know the perception, maybe there is a way I perceive other Members from other communities but we are Hon. Members and we are the solutions. Should something happen today in Bartabwa ward, I should not accuse Hon. Member of Bartabwa as though he is in the know of what happened! Or should something happen today let say in Tangulbei ward, a community attacks residence of Tangulbei war. The Hon. Member of Tangulbei ward should not take it personal on the other Member of County Assembly let’s say from Mukutani because some of this things happen out of knowledge and we don’t know what is happening but it is our responsibility to find out.

Like for example Mr. Speaker sir last night some crooks let’s say who were coming fromTiaty Sub County attacked and stole goats from Mochongoi ward and I want toapplaud the Member of County Assembly from Tangulbei Hon. ShadrackMailuk for taking upon himself and calling everybody who had phones and as he told me when were coming to the plenary is that the goats have been recovered. You know that kind of selfless undertaking is what motivates us. So Mr. Speaker sir that is my appeal that should something happen because you know the devil does not want something good to come from our people and from experience when you are committed to bringing lasting solution to peace something else happens and it droves us back to the drawing board and lead to blame game amongst ourselves but I want to urge this Hon. House that as long as we are committed, as long as we have the will, as long as we are not dishonest then we will certainly succeed in this fight.
 Mr. Speaker sir there is a lot of emotion that arose, community this, community that did that and this and we are not going to forget that. To move forward we must forget all the stories as long as it doesn’t take as back where we were. Truth, Justice and Reconciliations come out well when you tell out your story, you ventilate, you forget and then you forgive. Mr. Speaker sir we want to open a new chapter and the new chapter starts with us. As I wind up Mr. Speaker sir, I would seek your indulgence and Solomonic advice that should this Ad Hoc Committee be adopted, I have a proposal that we take few Members along the belt that is affected meanwhile for a start. For example Member from Churo Amaya, Tangulbei, Loyamoruk, Silale, Mochongoi, Mukutani, Saimo Soi and Bartabwa. These members together with their nominated members of County Assembly should be facilitated by this County Assembly for a retreat including clerks of that department.

 Mr. Speaker most of us are new and we do not have any clue of what has been happening but we only need a solution to cattle rustling menace in our County. I believe an amicable solution will be got and take resolutions to our people. Our people must embrace peace at all times. I rest my case there and request Hon. Chepsongol to second. Thank you Mr. Speaker.

(Applause)

Hon. Chepsongol:  Asante sana Mhe. Spika nimesimama kuunga mkono mswada huu. Kama alivyonenana mjumbe waChuro Amaya kuwa jambo la usalama limekuwa shida katika sehemu zetu za uwakilishi. Tangu mwakawa 2013 hatukuweza kufanya kazi zetu zaubunge wa uwakilishi kutokana na ukosefu was usalama. Mhe Spika, ombi langu kwa wabunge was bunge hili la Baringo tuungane mikono kuona usalama umedumu ili tuendeleze Maendeleo katika kaunti yetu. 

 Mhe Spika, pasipo Amani hakuna liwezalo endelea kamwe. Niongeapo, mimi ni mmoja wapo wa wahadhiriwa wajanga hili la usalama. Hadi wakati huu, niko nawakimbizi kutokana na ukosefu wa usalama katika wadi yangu. 

Tunapoketi na kujadiliana jambo hili katika bunge, naona ni vizuri tukitia  mkazo na maanani kuona Amani imepatikana kwa kaunti letu la Baringo. Miradi ya kunufaisha Wananchi haiwezi kutekelezwa pasipo Amani Mhe Spika. 
Naunga kwa dhati huu mswada na tusipoungana mkono hatutaenda mbali kama wabunge wa kaunti ya Baringo.

Mhe Spika Gavana alitia maanani kwa jambo la usalama kwenye hotuba kwa sababu pasipo na Amani hatutaendelea mbele. Ninapongeza Mhe Selemoi kwa kuleta huu mswada katika bunge letu na inafaa sisi wote tuchangie ili tupate suluhu la ukosefu wa usalama katika kaunti yetu. 

Mhe Spika, wakati kamati hii itatuliwa, watu ambao watachaguliwa wawe wenyesubira na wana uwezo wa kuongea na wananchi vyema ili suluhisho  la ukosefu wa usalama lipatikane. 

Singependa kuchukua muda mwingi ila ninataka wajumbe wajadiliane kwa ufasaha na ninawaomba kuwa tunapofikia kujadili swala hili ni muhimu kujijali na kuacha mambo ya kututenga kwanza na tukuje pamoja kulishighulikia jambo hili la usalama pasipo kufikiria ni mjumbe yupi atakuwa kwenye kamati  ama  anatoka wapi. 
Wananchi lazima waone umoja wetu kama wajumbe tuwe kama jamii moja.Wengi wanalaumu bunge lililopita lakini Mhe Spika ni vigumu kama binadamu kuwa mwansilishi wa enzi fulani. Musione mambo mabaya ambayo bunge la kwanza  lilifanya ilihali kuna mengi Mazuri amabyo yaliweza kutekelezwa na bunge hilo.  Mhe Spika naunga mkono mswada huu na ninaomba tuupitishe ili tuweze kusonga mbele na miradi mingine. Asante Mhe Spika. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Member, wait until I invite you. Hon. Members after getting the motion moved by Ameja Selemoi from Churo Amaya Ward and seconded by Hon. Chepsongol from Bartabwa Ward, I now propose the question.

(Question proposed)

Debate is open Hon. Members. Proceed Hon. Tuwit you are the first one in technology. 
Hon. Tuwit: Thank you Hon. Speaker, I rise to support this motion brought by Ameja Selemoi from Churo Amaya Ward. This is an important motion at this moment as we start off this second Assembly; it is good to have nice co-existence amongst ourselves. The Ad Hoc Committee is very important at the moment as we experience calm in our County. We should therefore, go to the warring communities and thank them especially to our neighboring wards. This is called reconciliatory conflict management and it is important to give credit to our people for living peacefully with each other.

Mr. Speaker sir, the Chief Inspector General,  Joseph Boinnet was in this County two days ago and with other security personnel and our Assembly members do not know what is happening. When this committee is formed they can go around with such officers and bring state of the County security reports to this Assembly. 

Mr. Speaker, we will not deliver the promises we gave to our people during campaign period if there is no peace. I support this motion.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Kibai.
Hon. Kibai: Thank you Mr. Speaker, this motion brought by Member for Churo Amaya Ward is timely. Security in our County is wanting and damages caused by insecurity is wanting also. I believe the solution to insecurity will come from the leaders. I come from Baringo South which is severely affected by banditry. As we talk now, the whole of Mukutani is occupied by the bandits while some parts of Mochongoi is affected.

Mr. Speaker, this motion is good but we need not to rush to approving motions that will later affect us. There was a time aTugen attacked by a Kikuyu in Laikipia and we did not call any Kikuyu in the initiation of peace meetings but we did it ourselves. From that day up to date, there is no animosity between Kikuyu’s and the Tugens of Baringo.

Mr. Speaker, before we start these peace initiatives, that were done before by the National Government, this issue of security is very sensitive. Not to beat around the bush, the major bandits come from Tiaty. When the National Government exhausted all avenues of peace meetings, their last resort was to bring in security personnel for operation in the warring communities.

We as leaders do not know the ground as much as Hon. Tuwit has mentioned that Inspector General was there, yet we as leaders do not know. When you go to Mukutani and Chebinyiny, we have 10,000 stolen cows, more than 15,000 goats and uncountable destroyed properties. These people are enjoying the operation done by the security agencies brought by the government to intervene. I urge leaders from that region before we go to hotels to initiate, let us first talk to our people. There was a time when we had a meeting and they gave us the names of trees and of people who died a long time ago as the suspects because we do not understand their language.

 We appreciate the efforts done by the Members of this Assembly who wants peace but we do not want to be dragged into their drag nets. We have had meetings and we agree on something then on our national televisions, they dare that if the operation will not be stopped by the government, they will even vote for NASA. 

This motion is good but it is sensitive but if the agenda is to drag us into the drag nets that will subject our people and take us where we started again. I appreciate that our people need to be compensated and urge this House to set aside funds to facilitate counselling to the victims affected by this menace. 

 Mr. Speaker, in my observation, this is a very sensitive matter. Hon. for Churo Amaya last weekend you were in your Ward while me I was busy receiving calls from my people that they have been threatened. It is good that Hon. Deputy Speaker has said that the stolen goats have been recovered but I am yet to get that information from the right source. 

 Mr. Speaker, if these leaders are genuine enough, we give these leaders time like two to three months to go and talk to their warriors to see whether they will tackle the issue. We want them to come to this House and confirm to us that they have talked to their people and they are ready for peace. My question is they say that these warriors are not educated but who buys them ammunitions? 

People who have undergone this brutality will not feel secure if the peace caravan is with the oppressor. Tell me somebody from Ramacha all the way to Naudo…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Go on Hon. Lotela?

Hon. Lotela: Mr. Speaker, is it order for the Hon. Member instead of debating on the motion, ingredient and enlightening the Members on what is done, he is dwelling on security matters and insinuating that the Members from Tiaty knows the bandits the way he has said. Can he substantiate clearly and facts the link between the bandits and the members from Tiaty? Secondly he is coming with another name called warrior who are they? Is it in order for the Member to say that we as leaders from Tiaty knows where the ammunitions come from in Kenya? If he cannot substantiate, he has to retract his statements so that he cannot generate issues and read Article 189 of the constitution where the County Government is only restricted to Schedule Four.

 We only interact with the national government when exchanging policy and helping the transfer of functions to function well. Thank you so much.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Kibai the point raised by Hon Lotela is true and the motion is seeking the establishment of an ad hoc committee. Whatever the committee will be doing is in the future. You have to restrict whether you support or not the establishment of that committee? From the face of this motion, this is an attempt to do something about the security

(Hon. Kimosop loudly consulted)

Hon. Kimosop I have not given you chance to talk…

I do not hear you, your microphone is still green wait until it is red. Yes…

Hon. Kimosop: Mr. Speaker, I seek your guidance. It will be of no use if we do not use reference of Baringo South, North and Tiaty in the context we are discussing here. There will be a constant reference if a member stands and to debate to the motion especially, Mochongoi, Mukutani, Bartabwa, Silale, Loyamorok, Churo Amaya and other respective areas. I need your guidance so that we debate properly and not gag ourselves in this motion. Thank you.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members I guide you that the issue of security is sensitive. As leaders you have a duty to assist in bringing peace. Any utterance and moves inside and outside Assembly must be toward bringing peace. May you be counted as one of the peace makers? Hon. Members let us debate being mindful that we are dealing with a sensitive issue. To mention affected areas is not wrong but to insinuate sections of people is not proper. 

A Member has come up with a motion for an Ad Hoc Committee to be established. I advise you that build your debate in a manner that you agree or disagree the establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee or  not and this Ad Hoc Committee will be a committee of the Whole House; Members will be drawn from this House.

Not from certain regions or sections but it will be an all inclusive and debated membership so with that guidance, I welcome you to proceed but let us know that we are dealing with a sensitive issue but at the end of the day let us build peace in our County. Yes Hon. Kibai.

Hon. Kibai: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I believe I didn’t insinuate or link any Leader with any criminality that is taking place.  In fact when I started I said that there were criminal activities that were taking place between Tugen and Laikipia which was being inhabited by the Kikuyus.

I said very clearly that we did not call any leader from Laikipia to come and talk to our people because we from this side know our people and we talked to our people Mr. Speaker and the animosity between Laikipia and in the sides of Mochongoi is no more.

Mr. Speaker , I don’t want a situation whereby we are putting ourselves in a dragnet that letter on we shall go  back to where we came from,  the process of insecurity in those areas is now going on very well.

I clearly said that I am a leader from Baringo South, Hon. Deputy Speaker is a leader from Churo/Amaya he knows his people Mr. Speaker he needs to go back, because we know that they are harder’s we should not talk from the blues.

We should not criminalize a community because of criminals. I have not talked about Pokot community but I have talked about the criminals from that region.  Pokots are good people but the criminals have put our County into a very bad image and those are the ones we want the Government to go after them.

Mr. Speaker, in fact we should be talking about setting aside some funds to counsel our people, we should be supporting the security personnel to aggressively reach out to those criminals from those regions. But not going back to hotels and of course we need peace but when we will be setting this Ad Hoc committee is when everybody will be  in his place of residence. We want those criminals from Arabal and Laramoru to go back to their region so that when we are going back for peace meetings we will be having the confidence to talk.

What confidence do we have now when we go back to our people and tell them that we want to talk?  Infact in the whole of Arabal location there is nobody living  there and here we are telling ourselves that let us form a peace talk,  of course peace talk is good but the leaders from that region should go back to their people and talk to them because they  chose them  and they  are their  leaders.  When a leader is being chosen either elected or selected, from the time the people accepted even God accepted too so he has the power to talk to the people.

So go back to your people and tell them to move first from Arabal, tell them that you have some goodies for them, and tell them to come back home and when they will do that we will now go to the peace talks.  Mr. Speaker, sometime  back when we were initiating this peace talks we had even talked to the CEO of Red Cross and  he said that he would support the peace talks  in fact he supported the initiative and said that he would initiate a major  project between the communities that are warring.

He said that everybody should go and talk to their people. Mr. Speaker for me I will not support the formation of an Ad Hoc Committee  until those bandits move to their places and leave alone Arabal, the areas of Lalamoru,  Ngelecha and those all areas,  after that now we can  talk.

Mr. Speaker I am suggesting that let us first leave those Members from those regions to go back and talk to their people, secondly, let us leave the security personnel to go on with the rigorous work they are doing in fact they should move with speed to weed out these criminals, there should be no debate let them go back first so that we can talk on peace issues. Mr. Speaker, after that now this motion can come back.  This is a good motion I thank my Hon. Member for bringing out this kind of a motion.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): I think Hon. Kibai and I am sure that other Members want to contribute and time is not on our side, we have heard that you do not support it. So we can move to someone else.

Hon. Kibai: Thank you Mr. Speaker. When I say I do not support, I need to explain because the other Members maybe from Eldama Ravine and other Wards  do not clearly understand the issue of insecurity,  so I should clearly explain to them so that they can know.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Okay take the shortest time possible. 

Hon. Kibai: Thank you Mr. Speaker with those few remarks I should leave other Members to contribute.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Kibarar.
Hon. Kibarar: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I want to urge this House not to speed up in approving this motion or even disapproving it because the issue of insecurity is one of the issues,  in fact this County is very well known for insecurity for example like cattle rustling.

I have gone through this motion and there are some areas which I want to concur with. I will talk about the efforts that the leaders have done, this efforts since time immemorial when I was maybe in primary school.  I used to hear that there were peace talks after a certain event has happened in these sides of Tiaty and especially the Pokot land.

All of a sudden this things end and come back again, it recurs and recurs so at this juncture when our Hon. Member have come with this debate,  this issue of insecurity is not even meant for us but as per the motion it is well stated that we are aware and the National Government is dealing with it now.

The only thing this House can do is come up with some ways or structures that can only aid the National Government in implementing its role.  I only want us to look at this thing and look at which one can we present to them so that when they will be enforcing the law as their mandate it will assist to bridge peace in Baringo. 

Our role is limited but let me  now go  to the Ad Hoc committee,  we might have an internal committee that will be talking about peace because this thing is rampant and when you get the word rampant it means that they are almost everywhere along those corridors we have talked about.

So the committee will  just be  getting information and telling us the situation of what has happened somewhere and they will only be reporting to us kwamba nini kimefanyika and the extend it has reached whether it  has  ended or not.

That one we can do, but it is not going to be a bigger committee that is going to supersede the powers of the National Government. Mr. Speaker sir I will only support this motion when amendments will be done.  To me it will work because they will be telling us in Ravine if there is an animosity that has occurred somewhere then as a County we shall know how to deal with it.  We shall also have a role of maintains peace as leaders.  

 We should have a committee not for that function alone and who said that there will be animosity between the Pokots and the warring sides, anything can happen it can even come from other sides, when I was listening to my brother saying the areas where the committee members should come from, it reminded me of the years 2007 – 2008 post-election violence.  We had to find Kofi Annan to mediate, was Kofi Annan coming from Kenya? That one means even when you want to mediate a real problem you should look for someone who is neutral who even doesn’t come from that community to be in the committee. 

But if you also have Members of this House from those warring communities to be in that committee chances are very high they can even disagree in the committee,  are you getting the point? So when we form the committee we shall not base on where we come from because if we want to solve a problem and it reaches a point where the situation is at stand still then a mediator is supposed to be there.

The other issue is on facilitation,  Hon. Speaker the Assembly  is not only going to have an Ad Hoc committee,  when you go to section four it says that further,  the Baringo County Assembly to facilitate. That is another resolution, when we pass this thing it means that we are also going to pass that one.

So, to facilitate the said established Ad Hoc committee to enable it to conduct its affairs or business needs us to know whether the Assembly has set aside such funds.  I have been seeing those Vifarus  going there and the food being provided also, the security docket is very expensive.  I even don’t know if the County Assembly can afford to fund this.

It is one of the hardest thing, even when you come to the budget of the Government you can see that the security docket has a big share so when we come to this if the County Assembly will fund this, then I don’t know if we shall have a motorcade going there with us so that we can really say we are trying to solve this. 

When we pass this it should also have a financial implication in it,  as per what I have read finally the law allows in the standing orders number 233 (4)  (B) . If we can amend what the Member has brought especially considering the kind of the motion, it was from the exemption of the standing orders and the way the Speaker has allowed it to continue, we can amend this motion with the consent of the mover that we put this things and this ones to make it a good bill.

So we agree that if we can put some amendments then we can pass it and I have an amendment but a very harsh one and I beg to say it here that leaders to take responsibility.  It is harsh but good, the way Hon. Kibai said is that everybody should take responsibility, and everybody should talk to his people concerning peace… 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Saphina.
Hon. Saphina: Thank you Mr. Speaker. The Hon. Member of Emining Ward wants to move an amendment to the motion and I think that he should follow the right procedure of bringing an amendment to a motion. This is because he should write his amendment on where to place his amendment in the main motion whether to delete or add so that we can debate on the amendment Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes I have heard that point of order on the issue of amendment and I am not sure whether Hon. Kibarar really wanted to make that amendment now unless I didn’t hear it well,   I thought he was just suggesting that there could be an amendment. It is until such time that he will move to say he wants to amend then the standing orders shall come in place. Proceed Hon. Kibarar.

Hon. Kibarar: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I was almost through but in terms of amending I was saying if the House sees that there is need to have some clauses put in his motion it is allowed I even said the article to be referred to.

We can do it and at the same time we can still say that there is no need for amendment and I will accept but for me there is need. I was also going to formulate it but at the moment let me say what I wanted to say to be and then we shall see and then we shall see if I can be allowed but I was not going to amend.

Mr. Speaker leaders should take responsibility from their  places let us all agree this is something which we cannot run away from it as leader so,  I was supporting him in one hand and also supporting the motion of having a committee to go and preach peace.  The two are okay but one cannot stay without another one.

If the leaders are not going to talk to the people then the same thing will recur and recur again so us as MCAs   should be the first people to take responsibility, personally I have a feeling that if in my place I have some people let us say bandits because all people are not bad let’s say bandits from my area Emining have stolen cows from another area and it is traced that they were taken to my place and  even the security personnel confirms they are in my area then as a leader I should go to that place and tell the people to return the cows and avoid such things.

But if your place yester night took almost a thousand number of cattle from a certain place and you are comfortably sitting here with another Member maybe whose family members or people are crying there I think it is not in order.  To me I feel I should be the first one to tell that such practice is bad. That is the kind of amendment I have to make, kama ingekua mimi ningekua nimefanya hivo…

(Laughter)

The Hon. Member who moved the motion that is Hon. Selemoi what I can advise you is that if you know your place had some cases why do you come and sit here comfortably and yet you enjoy all these privileges and talk about these good things of development and you know your area is another source of a problem.

We can amend and put a clause. I don’t mind if it affects me or another Member if it has been passed from that article then I will conquer with everybody. Lastly I support this motion if I am allowed to put that kind of small amendment that I have said.  Thank you. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes who has got it Hon. Saphina you want to contribute this time? Proceed. 

Hon. Saphina: Thank you Mr. Speaker for according me this opportunity to contribute to the motion. Mr. Speaker first I want to congratulate the person who moved the motion, it is coming at the right time and I want to state from the onset that I support the motion.

Mr. Speaker it is only the wearer of the shoe who knows where it pinches most, it is not the first time that we have had an Ad Hoc committee in this House with the same responsibilities. We have had one before in the last Assembly and therefore that is the reason why I am supporting this motion because I know even the Ad Hoc committee which was formed in the last parliament did a good job.

Mr. Speaker, I am supporting especially the prayers in number three where the motion is stating that the Membership of the committee will join other stakeholders to restore peace coexistence in the County in order to speed up development programs,  enhance economic transformation and encourage integration.

Mr. Speaker this goes hand in hand with the policy of the Governor whose speech we just concluded debating yesterday. Mr. Speaker this is the time that we as leaders have to take a lead role in creating solutions to the problems that we have in our County.

Let us not be pessimists, let us not be apprehensive, and let us not create problems.  Mr. Speaker it is good that this motion is coming at this time when things are relatively calm because there is nothing that we can do in this County without peace, we know that this is a fundamental right that is provided for us in the Constitution of Kenya under chapter 4 in the bill of rights.

Mr. Speaker it is the cornerstone and the foundation of the development of Baringo.  Last term we lost a lot of money in terms of revenue and in terms of lost opportunities because of the conflict that was constantly experienced in Tiaty, Baringo South, Baringo North and the environs around those areas.

If I may remember very well the leaders that we had last time did not have a very good relationship, we had that problem of constant cattle raids we have heard loss of lives many people were killed, especially in Baringo North even when we remember a woman who had just delivered was killed with her two weeks old baby.

Mr. Speaker, you know there was like a match stick last time, if I may remember that was just strike in a place where cattle had been poured and you can imagine the ball of fire that came up. I remember that the leaders were not in good terms so we should not now start militarizing ourselves let us embrace peace, let us start with ourselves Mr. Speaker.

I know that there are those cases where Hon. Kibai has just alluded to that there are some criminals who are still occupying areas of Arabal and other areas and it is not good but let us start from here when we have the good will from the Leaders and from the other side let us come together and talk on the same table so that the people on the ground will see the good will that the leaders have then they will act accordingly.

Mr. Speaker I can tell you for sure that if Hon. Lotela is here and he has the good will, if Hon. Selemoi is here and he has the good will then let us give them the chance. I know that some leaders here are really feeling very bad including me.  Mr. Speaker sometimes back when this problem was at its height Mr. Speaker I also survived and I am here by the grace of God.

Mr. Speaker I was found in the middle of cross fire of guns which was shot,  we were shot at with the then MCA of Saimo/Kipsaram Hon. Kamballa in his area when guns just shot at people and we were there Mr. Speaker it is not nice. 

I was also in an area called Chepinying with the former Governor and we also survived narrowly when a pastoralist had lost a herd of 117 cattle. This Ad Hoc committee’s life span is only three months or is it six months I thought I saw three months. 

Yah, six months and six months Mr. Speaker is not a lot of time an Ad Hoc committee can be disbanded any time but I thought wait a minute can we shelve our feelings and our interests for the sake of that person the people who are there.

Mr. Speaker sir once we start rolling our sleeves here the following day you will hear,  you  will see fire on the ground but the moment we sit down and talk with each other and with the support of the National Government because according to schedule 4 of the Constitution that is not our role. 

It is not a function of the County, but the moment we sit down interact together cooperate and collaborate with the National Government Mr. Speaker, I think we will find peace in this County and then we will now have development.  Remember Mr. Speaker that Baringo is a Tourist destination area.

Mr. Speaker any sentence that appears in the media, any word that appears in the media that shows that there is insecurity in Baringo, that a gun was shot, that someone was killed Mr. Speaker the Tourists will not even attempt to come.

This is because there is some advisory in this foreign offices and they always advise their people not to come to Baringo and that is what happened last time. So I am supporting this motion that now we are starting when this Assembly is very young we are starting and the good thing is that there is relative calm and we have seen intent even the National Government that it is ready to come and work with us,  let us give chance Mr. Speaker.

If it works otherwise then we also have a chance of coming back to disband it, how I wish that prayer number two that when we were amending the standing orders we should have incorporated that amendment to include peace in that committee of justice, devolution and Governance and Cohesion but if chance comes again for us to amend the standing orders let us do so. I support the motion. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes there you are Hon. Diana Siriti

Hon. Siriti: Thank you Mr. Speaker. 

(Hon. Kimosop applies to speak)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): She already has the microphone, Hon. Member we shall come to you later. Sorry Hon. Diana there is an information let us hear from him.

Hon. Kimosop: Thank you Mr. Speaker. My point of information is that the mover of the motion had reported to this House that the goats that were stolen from my Ward were recovered and the information I want to give to this House is that it is not true, the people who were tracking them have not seen any, of course there are pledges to recover but they have not seen any.

Secondly Mr. Speaker, I would seek your indulgence that give priority to those Members who have direct interest on this matter because we have information that will help this House make a decision. I see our time the way it is going and we risk dragging on later end up getting into a proper direction because people who have direct interest have not given a chance to inform this House regarding the context of this motion. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you very much Hon. Kimosop, I thought peace is a national interest but however, what we need to do is maybe we will do something I don’t know whether it is in practice, let us know who has that interest so that we can be able to go in that order considering that… I have seen you, we will come to you but ensure that we take the shortest time possible. On the issue of the information, I am sure the Hon member who said the information can supply to you and if you are not satisfied then you can come back. Who was on the floor? Hon. Diana? Proceed 
Hon. Diana: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir for allowing me to air my views. I am here to support the motion that was moved by Hon. Selemoi in that we are one nation, one people and one Baringo. If you air something which concerns our side both of us are part and parcel of each and every person. We have taken initiative on peace meeting since we were sworn in. I can assure you that some of us have never stepped in their homes. Every weekend we have been on these peace caravans. We started in Laikipia and we were with leaders from that place. Then we came to Tangulbei and last weekend we were at Amaya and all those parts of Tiaty.

We realized that it is good for us to be with you as members of Baringo County so that we can support this motion, we move together and do these peace meetings as One County. We are doing this because as we continue moving motions in this House each region is expected to deliver. We cannot deliver when our areas are not at peace. For example if there are some projects that are supposed to be done in Baringo or Barwesa, if there is no peace there those projects will not be delivered. So we beg for understanding knowing that it is good to pursue peace which is for our own good.  If you object what shall we do now. We are new leaders and it is our right time because we didn’t accidentally come here. It is God’s timing and we should initiate these peace meetings.

We believe that at this time those who were there before have done their part but we have something to do to improve on peace in our areas. As Tiaty members we feel that we have powers because we are united and we can work as a team. We urge you people from the other regions to support us…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Diana, I am referring you to Standing order 78 please address the Speaker. You are directly talking to the opposite side.
Hon. Diana: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I was saying that now that we are in power as new team from Tiaty we feel that since we were sworn in we have done nothing other than peace meetings. So the way we are presenting this motion we feel that at any point though there are things that happened last time we were not there. Hon Kibai you were not there so do I. So it is good time for us to join and do what is right to our people. I request our County Assembly to support this motion. Thank you Mr. Speaker sir.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Solo.
Hon. Makal: I have been struggling so hard to get a chance but nonetheless I have finally got the chance.  I want to support this motion in that this motion is very important because the Assembly is going to facilitate the leaders so that they can go down there and talk to the people. In the last parliament, this committee was formed and it really helped. You saw Hon. Chepsongol supporting the motion because it gives room for negotiation. However much the Hon members say here that we have to take responsibility, we are taking and we are really trying.  We are organizing peace meetings and even Kimosop was in Tangulbei. We are working together to make sure we get peace. 
We really apologize for the past incidences but what we want now is to forge ahead and make this County move forward. I was once told when I was first elected that I have become a leader of the good people and the bad people. You may be sleeping and then another person takes someone’s pen. But we want to make sure that we try our best to bring this County together. In the last government there were a lot of fights, we lost a lot of revenue and the County was in a bad state. I request this Hon. Members to support this motion. I request Hon. Kibai to be in that committee so that he can be the one to assess those areas and talk to those people. It is better to do something than to sit and let things happen in a wrong way. 

This is a good motion because it provides solution and leadership,  six months down the line. As far as I am concerned this motion does not intend to facilitate the whole community. It is only facilitating members transport to go and talk to the people as a committee. Do some feasibility research to identify where the problem is just like that it is not a big deal. The leaders in the affected areas can unite, go around the areas, talk to the people and the Assembly will provide the vehicles. So because the motion is very good I support it. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members because of time we had agreed that some particular members were to… but because the microphone is on the other side make it brief.  

Hon. Kebut: Thank you Mr. Speaker I will only take few minutes. I support the motion because I was in Tiaty on Sunday and I happened to interact with people from that area; they actually need peace. I think this motion has come at the right time but the issue that I want to highlight is,  are the leaders of these three sub counties ready to support this Ad Hoc Committee? Are they ready to sacrifice? Because as the two honourable members were talking one from Tiaty and one from Baringo South you realize that they are talking bitterly. Are we ready to sacrifice, are we ready to talk or are we ready to give time and sacrifice for peace so that our people in other areas can enjoy peace. 

You can imagine a whole location being displaced. It is also affecting other Counties like Samburu and Laikipia. Every now and then we hear on radio and television highlighting Baringo’s insecurity and when I interacted with the people from Tiaty I realized that they are actually good people. Can we really empower these people so that they don’t just rely on livestock for their livelihood because the area is very good? They can do irrigation, they can do other farming. There are a lot of activities which can be done in that area. So if this Ad Hoc Committee is formed can they take their time and prioritize the livelihoods of these people so that they don’t rely on livestock only. 
I beg to support the motion but the leaders of the affected sub counties, please take your time, look at the interest of your people and let’s have sober minds and support any initiative which will bring peace in the affected areas. Thank you Mr. Speaker sir.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you Hon. Kebut, as agreed earlier let us now know who is following. That is Parsalach, Kimosop, Cheserem. Those are three, there is gender, Elizabeth. I think for the sake of time let us give those ones and believe they will represent others because it is already 5 o clock. Honourable members, we were there you already had your piece. Straight away when I call you out let’s start from here. Let’s go with that order I want to hear Hon. Parsalach first then we follow that order as I have said. 
Hon. Parsalach: Mr. Speaker sir, thank you for giving me this opportunity and I would like to start by saying I support the motion and secondly it is true that peace has been elusive in our County for a very long time. As they say; ‘once beaten twice shy’ that is why most of these members do not actually think that we are serious in debating on matters of peace in Baringo. I think it is clearly enumerated on the first concern that Baringo is grappling with issues on rampant insecurity that has really affected property, people’s lives and so many other things. I am actually a victim of insecurity in Baringo for a very long time. In 2009 when I was a councilor my own uncle that is my father’s brother was killed. In the same year I also lost 143 goats which were stolen at the Kampi ya Samaki airstrip but then that one does not stop me from steering peace in our County. If we really want to be serious on this matter first we are told that cattle rustling is an old outdated cultural practice. The only people who can change that are the young men because I believe this is a practice of the young men because they are the one who understand that culture very clearly. 

I agree that even the Ilchamus people once upon a time used to practice that but then we found out that it is an outdated, retrogressive culture. We have stopped and now we are cultivating the culture of education and other issues which actually can better the standards of living in those areas. When we dwell on cultural practices we understand that the illiteracy rates among the Pokots is very high and that one is a contributing factor that is giving them a lot of problems.  I understand that so many schools have been build there. The question is why don’t they embrace education? 

We have talked of changing their way of living, embracing agriculture, water is a problem in those areas but I believe to this date so many boreholes have been dug there. I know there was a time World Vision was supplying pasture seeds to plant in their areas and if the problem is pasture I do not understand why in 2011 a poor fisherman who was fishing in Lake Baringo was shot dead. As much as we want peace because we really want peace, we want to coexist in our County let us be very serious. I believe the member who brought this motion has peace with himself that is what I believe and that is why he has decided to bring this motion at this time when our County Assembly is still very young and I believe if we give them that chance to prove that they are real serious leaders who want peace in this County they may bring change in this County. 

In fact when I was making my maiden speech the other day I said that problems that affect peace in our County. We are the only people who can give solutions. It is our own problems we understand our own cultures, we know we came from and I am very sure if we sit down and engage ourselves seriously we might get a solution to these problems. If we are to enumerate the challenges and the loses since this menace started, they are enormous. If we talk of compensation, you see sometimes we talk then we create some problems because the moment we talk of peace then we bring compensation before we even attain that peace. Eventually if we don’t compensate those people we will go back to square one.

It is my view that we first talk about peace, let us bring peace once we have it and the people have gone back to their areas like in Mukutani now I host over 1000 IDPs in Eldume. In fact the situation is very pathetic because they are sleeping on bags. As much as I support the motion I would request the leaders from the other side of Tiaty to show us that they are very serious on this issue as I said peace starts with oneself. I think it has started with Hon. Selemoi and I believe if we accord them this chance we are going to get peace. Thank you Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon.Kiplagat): In that order Hon. Kimosop.
Hon. Kimosop: Thank you Mr. Speaker for granting me this chance and accepting my request that you actually give priority to members who come from these areas and who have direct interest. To start with as a member of the House business committee I didn’t envisage that this was perhaps the motion that was to come to House. Our discussions yesterday were such that we were going to frame a question that we will have our brothers and particularly the Deputy Speaker and our brothers give us a brief on what they have been doing in the recent past. There have been several peace related activities which some of us are not convinced that they are peace related. We have reservations. Our view was that it was going to be a moment for us to get a brief from them and we really understand how we can play a role and maybe some of us who have reservations would get a chance to express them. As I have just come in I have found that it is a motion complete with a possibility of an Ad Hoc Committee and the direction it has taken is much stronger than anticipated.

But you would still remember my view that time was that it would have been fairer that we still have more conversations outside before we come to this Assembly because there are still underlying concerns that some of us have. However that we already have this motion here and it has to be disposed off.   I will go ahead and make my comments and I will request my clerks here to help. I have been trying to trace from the Standing Orders the clause that allows a debate to be deferred.  So as I continue with my comments please clerks check on that particular standing order, so that I will come to that later because that will be the direction that my discussion will take. That is the first item I needed to bring on record to this debate. 

The second item is truly Mr. Speaker and to this House this is a very sensitive matter, the question of lack of peace. The injustice that has resulted from armed cattle rustling, the atrocities that have been meted on us, on our Wards, on our people is not a matter that can just be brought to this House one afternoon, subjected to ayes and nays and we have a resolution. It is not something that can go that direction. I want to plead with Honourable members who may not have come directly into contact with some of these things to be a little bit careful, I appreciate that we are all members of this House and we have a right to engage in every part of this County but please be a little bit careful and if you need some information or some engagements, engage members that have these questions. I have listened to my brother from Ewalel Chap Chap Ward that he went there and he really believes that we need peace and all that. I appreciate his comments, sympathies and concerns. But my brother Ewalel Chap Chap has not been affected by an iota of cattle rustling so be a little bit guarded when dealing with matters that are outside your Ward.

(Applause)

Towards the end of last general elections I lost a first cousin; a young man who completed his high school in Baringo High School and he was set to join university this year. He committed no crime, and we buried him three weeks before the general elections. A matter that was extremely emotional to us. His only crime was that he went to look after his livestock and he was shot dead on the head. He was not alone at that time, we were burying around four people in the Ward. In my major centre called Kabel the mourning was in four homesteads. When Senator Gideon Moi came he visited four homesteads, same to his competitor Chelugui and so is Governor Kiptis and everybody else.

That underscores the seriousness of this issue. As we are talking here, last night alone we lost the goats that our brother said they have been recovered which is not true and several other situations that I may not want to dwell into. We have schools that are closed, pupils whose future have been cut short by the barrel of a gun. Those pupils are spread all over Baringo, Laikipia, and Nakuru. IDPs resulting from this are all over. You will note that Arabal community never voted during the August eighth elections. The voters of Ngelecha, Laramoru voted in Kabel and they had to travel all the way in some parts of Nakuru and Laikipia. 

Even before we talk of peace and peace engagements,  I need to bring to the attention of this House  that as much as it is a new dawn,  we have had these engagements over and over. We have had agreements, we have been duped into agreements that later landed our people in deep trouble. As a leader it is a question that in my view as a House we should be very careful not to rush into. 
My last item,  I didn’t want to spend a lot of time explaining schools that have been closed and it is on record that we from the Wards in this other sides are talking of schools and displacements. How comes... and this is information that I don’t know if it will be disputed, whether also schools are closed in Tiaty as a result of cattle rustling. Whether we have bandits alleged from the Tugen, Endorois side like when we say, you know a conflict is a situation where two people are fighting. Are we really fighting, are we saying that the communities of Tugen and Pokot are fighting so that we have several schools closed in Mochongoi, Mukutani and Tiaty Wards?
The truth of the matter from where I sit is that it is not that way. The reality is we have armed bandits allegedly from Pokot community in Tiaty who have actually terrorized other people. These are criminals who should be arrested prosecuted and jailed. It is the push that some of us are pursiung that we go in that direction. These are criminals that should be disarmed and the arms taken away by the state. Security matters are functions of the National Government. It is their duty to ensure that these criminals are brought to book. That was my comment number two and a series of those comments. 

Finally, is the story before us? What is the context of what we have now? We have this motion that will lead to the formation of an Ad Hoc Committee and it will be a major resolution of this House that we have formed an Ad Hoc Committee and we have committed resources to that Committee. That is what is before us, but what is before us is independent externally.  Is it our own initiative from members who just thought about it and brought it in good faith or we are feeding into a process that could be driven by other forces beyond our control. Or is this House probably being used to justify a process?
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Member as you conclude,  I suggest that as you widen the net, what is your opinion?
Hon. Kimosop: I stand guided Mr. Speaker and my view or my opinion is that we are being invited to fit into a process that began a while ago that some of us have no knowledge of it’s exact genesis and objectives. All that we have are speculations and suspicions. I will give a small chronology of events that will help this House understand what we are talking about and the possibility that we are most likely inviting some hypocrisy. About a month ago a meeting took place in Nyahururu that brought together leaders from Laikipia, Samburu, West Pokot and I am not sure whether in the first meeting we had leaders from Baringo, as in the leadership in terms of Governor, Senator and Women representative. But we had MCAs from Tiaty in that first meeting.

A second meeting allegedly to discuss peace and the matters that have arisen took place in Nyahururu. The invitation is on record, I wish I had time I would have laid before this House the letter and I undertake to bring it. The Governor, the Senator and the Women Representative, the MCAs and the leadership from Tiaty leaving out Baringo South and Baringo North MP, Mochongoi, Mukutani, Saimo Soy and Bartabwa Wards MCAs. The meeting went on but we have no information that was discussed but when we woke up in the morning after the meeting there was a story ran by Pokot worldwide that there has been an agreement in the meeting that now the operations in Tiaty will stop forthwith; that KDF be now withdrawn from Tiaty and that there is a planned meeting by the leadership to meet the head of state Uhuru Kenyatta…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Sorry Hon. Kimosop. I want to guide your debate.  Just suppose the possibility of establishing  of an Ad Hoc  Committee made up of Members of this Assembly and what happened. I want you to bring a link…

Hon. Kimosop: I am linking that this is a continuation of a movement that some of us are skeptical and suspicious about. Some of us fear that if this Committee is formed…I don’t know why you have cut me short and I was very clear that I am linking the two. I started by saying that this process ought to be independent. If Hon. Selemoi or any of the Members from Tiaty brought this motion, I would have no problem. But the problem is, in my view and that’s why I am saying that I will move a motion, to have this debate deferred, it is because I think we are dipped into a process that we don’t understand.

When I raised my observations, I met our Governor who after calling him said was in Marigat and I also met Hon. Lonyangapuo and many other leaders. I am now ambushed by what the Member said was in Tangulbei. I asked the leaders if they were campaigning for the withdrawal of KDF and they denied. They asked me to accompany them to Tangulbei and see what they were doing. What was happening there is what has been reported by Pokot countrywide. 

(Applause)

The leaders here were actually calling the Government of Uhuru to withdraw the operation and ensure that the arrested suspects are released and if their demands are not met, they won’t vote in Jubilee. I didn’t see a peace meeting there. Our brothers from Pokot are feeling the heat and are campaigning for security withdrawal. Hon. Lonyangapuo and Hon. Kamket are not new because he was the Speaker of this County and he had a chance to run more peace campaigns than any other person. They are the ones who visited our territories and celebrated when their people were invading us... 

(Hon. Tuwit stands in his place)

Let me listen to the point of order.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): I heard you may be making an application for adjournment. Can we hear from the others and…?

Hon. Kimosop: I haven’t actually done that. I will conclude honorably after the point of order. I haven’t been making a lot of comments in this House and I have been patient to people who have been taking a lot of time…

Hon. Tuwit: Mr. Speaker, is Hon. Kimosop in order to talk about people who are not in this House and cannot defend themselves?  

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Kimosop.
Hon. Kimosop: Mr. Speaker, public figures will always feature in public debates and as long as I am not making any criminal allegation on their part, I have only made questions of trust whether I and  my conscience  allows me to trust Hon. Kamket and Hon. Lonyangapuo. I don’t trust them and I don’t think by passing this motion, we will have given them the ammunition to take to the Director of Prosecution that about 170 young men behind cells and who should be prosecuted should now be released because Baringo County Assembly has an Ad Hoc Committee on peace and that KDF should be withdrawn. 

Finally, on a comment that was made by Hon. Saphina, I know she served in the previous session and I respect her but she made an assertion in this House that as Baringo, we are a hub of tourism and if we are not careful, every time the papers report that there was a gunshot, tourists will run away. I provide information to this House that towards the end of 2013 and early 2014, there was a proposal to deploy KDF in some areas affected by cattle rustling including Taita Taveta and Baringo was one of it. Baringo was excluded at the last minute and the proposals given by the leadership at that time led by Hon. Cheboi was that the moment KDF would be deployed, we would have exposed ourselves to public ridicule and repel away tourists. 

The effect of the lack of that deployment is that we lost lives terribly and the expectations of being a tourist hub turned out to be opposite. Let’s not take that route. In my view…have you found the Standing Order so that I move my motion? Its No. 52…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): I told you to proceed... its No. 52 (iii). I needed to hear the rest before I come back to you to make an application. 

Hon. Kimosop: I will still have a chance to make an application. Isn’t it?

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): This is the third time I am telling you that I will give you a chance.   

Hon. Kimosop: Okay Mr. Speaker. I stand guided.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): In that a point of order, Hon. Cheserem?
Hon. Cheserem: Thank you Mr. Speaker for the opportunity. Though I have waited for long, I oppose this motion in the strongest terms. In substantiation, the mover was the one telling the Government of the day and giving orders and if not, there will be no peace. As I speak, my Ward has been invaded by more than 500 cows from another Ward and people here are telling us to come up with a Committee with money so that we can go out, enjoy ourselves and preach peace which is not the truth. 

I thank Hon. Lotela and I admired what he said in the last meeting. I wish he was the one who came up with this motion. We are here to tell the truth. This is not how it should be said because this is not a court but I am ready to lose one month’s salary for peace to prevail in our County.  No person from my Ward has gone for a raid in another Ward.  As we speak, one of the Hon. Member who was a member in the last session is a refugee and his re-election... People don’t have food and we cannot approve this motion for us to become a laughing stock so that people can use taxpayers’ money in the name of a Committee that has been engineered outside here.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the unaffected Members that as we defer, I will give you information because it is like you are not informed about what is going on. Members from Tiaty let us embrace education for our people and Christianity if not Islamic and any other tradition for people to respect other people’s lives because killing is forbidden in African Culture. I was talking to our brothers and sisters from Tiaty and I can see that one of my prayer requests has been answered. We should go there and interact with them but not through this motion. 

 Hon. Kabon suggested that we should be starting our sessions with a prayer. The mover is substantiating the motion with some things that are not true. Over 30 goats stolen from my Ward last month have not been recovered and here we are suggesting that we go round and preach peace. People will be laughing at us. I beg to oppose.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Elizabeth in that order and then we will finalize with Hon. Lotela. 

Hon. Elizabeth: Asante sana Bw. Spika kwa fursa hii. Kwanza naomba msamaha kwa kuchelewa kwasababu tumetoka mkutano Eldoret. Napinga huu Mwada kwasababu mimi kama mpenda amani naelewa kwamba wa pokot wametumia pesa nyingi. Kuna mashirika yasiyo ya kiserikali kama Creators of Peace, na mengineyo ambayo yamewekeza pesa zao lakini hatuoni mabadiliko. Wanataka pesa kutoka kwa Bunge la kaunti wafanyie nini ili hali kwa muda wa miaka mine tumewekeza pesa huko bila matunda? Kabla waombe pesa, watwambie mbona matokeo hayaridhishi. 
(Laughter)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order Member! Hon. Elizabeth, the motion is seeking the establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee and it will be facilitated. Hiyo pesa haiendi kwa hawa. I don’t know who hawa is. Proceed with that guidance. 

Hon. Elizabeth:Nafikiri nimesoma namba nne nanimeelewa ni vile sikuweza kusema Havoc Committee… 

(Laughter)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Can you read again? I have not seen havoc here

Hon. Elizabeth: Wacha tu niseme vile nilikuwa nimeelewa kiasi ya kwamba kabla hatujapeana pesa kwahii kamati, wa Pokot watwambie kiini hasaa kwani kuna vijana wanaotekeleza wizi na viongozi waliokatika hii Nyumba wanawajua? Inafaa waketi kamaViongozi kabla ya kupitisha hizi pesa na watwambie kiini hasaa na suluhisho. Asante.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Elizabeth, you are still using the word ‘muende’ meaning that you are directing to a certain section of this membership. This motion is brought to the floor for the entire membership to debate. Members have noted that. We can move on. Hon. Lotela. 
Hon. Lotela: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I am scared and I squarely blame the Office of the Clerk because you don’t expose Members to such…Mr. Speaker, from now you can be given a direction on a serious matter that needs investigation and we have to form an Ad Hoc Committee to bring a report. This Committee has nothing to do with any individual. It is for the interest of this House. 
Secondly, this Committee will function like any other substantive committee to conduct an investigation, give a report, hearing and conduct any other business so long as the matter is brought to this House. 

An Ad Hoc Committee does it’s work for six months and submits their report to the Assembly. If the Assembly, which you cannot claim that to be an individual if satisfied that the report is good can now make a resolution but saying that Ad Hoc Committee is from Tiaty… The issue of insecurity should not be taken as a problem from some Counties. I am like Hon. Lawi and I don’t see my friend from Maji Mazuri but we live in extreme parts of Baringo and I don’t see how he cannot understand what goes on in Silale. 

There is problem in Kerio and my friend from Barwessa can attest to that. There is a problem in Tirioko on the side of West Pokot and Turkana. On Sunday, somebody was killed in Kapendo when we were with the Inspector General (IG) dealing with the issue of insecurity. I have a problem with Turkana and Samburu County and if you don’t know about cattle rustling, then you should inform yourself well. It started along the belt of Northern corridor of Kenya and it is long. 

Let the perception of the Ad Hoc Committee formation for other reasons not be there. The committee will not be allocated any money and it’s only to look on the issue of cattle rustling whether they can work with the County Commissioner, CID, NSIS and Police Commandant. When there is a problem, like the stolen goats, the Committee on behalf of the County Assembly can talk with the County Commissioner about the problem. 

The Members of the Committee can be from any Ward in this County and will work in the interest of the Assembly. They will advise the Government and the stakeholders within Baringo but when somebody stands and says that he is not interested in Peace, spare us that because we understand where some people come from and what they were doing before which is not for any good. But we don’t have an option in peace… 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes! 
Hon. Kibai:Mr. Speaker, is it in order for the Hon. Member to say that there are other Members who are not interested in peace? I believe that all the Members that have contributed support peace. There is no Member who has said that. 
(Loud Consultations)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Kibai,  I have heard you. I heard about the Hon. Member talking about some Members and I hope that he did not mention or look in the direction of any Member. If that is what you did, I urge you to look in the direction of the Speaker, the red carpet or the roof. Because of time and the session is ending at 6.20 pm, I want you to finish and then we go to Hon. Kimosop to make his prayer. 

Hon. Lotela: Thank you Mr. Speaker. It is now clear that the intention and the prayer of the mover do not mean that it was a way of having a hidden agenda from Tiaty. That is settled. Secondly, I happened to be in an Ad Hoc Committee that was dealing with cattle rustling and banditry in Baringo. We held a meeting in Maralal, Eldoret, West Pokot and Turkana and we joined our friends in the long corridor in Moroto, in Karamojong County Uganda and learned a lot. Some laws on banditry were passed and they asked us to adopt that process in Kenya. 

Mr. Speaker, let us not see that there is a problem to do with Hon. Selemoi and Hon. Lotela. Let us not go into that level. This is a House of rules and procedures. We have come to represent and as we do so, we should be guided by our rules and if that Committee will make peace prevail there should be facilitation like allowing the research department to work with the Committee to generate information that the House may use to petition the Government or the Senate. In that level you can work as a body that can bring a solution to the problem in Baringo and not to divide. 

In dealing with the criminology, the Government through NSIS report is present there. Of late, I have seen a mobile court there. I appeal to the House to support the motion and those interested in cattle rustling can bring that information to the Committee and make the Assembly aware of the problem that people are facing. There is no hidden agenda because we have the Clerk, and the Speaker, and anything that is meant to harm the County will not see the light of the day. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Lotela, be ensured that the Speaker is well capacitated to interpret the law and give a proper direction. Hon. Kimosop…I had already given directions that because of time, he has a motion of adjournment and if it goes through the rest will have time next time. 
Deferment of Putting the question on the Motion

Hon. Kimosop: Mr. Speaker, I stand according to our Standing Order 52 (iii) which states that despite Paragraph 2, the Speaker may on a request of the Member defer the putting of the question to the following day in which case, the Speaker shall thereupon nominate a time at which the question shall be put. As a Member, I will move a motion in line with this section that we defer the putting of the question and its debate to another time. 

Mr. Speaker, these matters are highly emotive and it took advantage of the section that allows a motion to come without notice, and most Members in this House may not have had enough time to acquit themselves with necessary information available to even interrogate Members who have divergent views and even some of us to engage our colleagues outside the divergence of this House.   The positions we hold does not mean that we hold everybody. It’s only the reservations that we have. I beg to move. 

I had also stood on a point of order to seek a clarification when my fellow Member said that some Members in this House did things that were not very good. He needs to substantiate. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): I had made a ruling on that. Hon. Kimosop you have made an application under Section 52 (iii) of the Standing Order and suggested that the putting of the question be done on the next day. I grant that adjournment in line with that section. After all the debate, the mover is called again to wrap it up before we put the question. Members still have time to canvass on it because I reckon it as a sensitive matter and we need to exhaust. This is the time that we have sat through and its 6 O’clock. I thank Members because you have put your energies in this because it is peace. 

There is no price to peace. I direct that we adjourn until tomorrow at 2.30pm.
(Motion deferred)

ADJOURNMENT
House adjourns until Wednesday 28th at 2.30pm.
House rose at 5:10pm.
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