BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD
The House met on Thursday 28th September 2017 at 4:09p.m

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat) in Chair

PRAYERS

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Clerk. 
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members we shall be guided by the order paper before you and there shall be two issues arising like the motion differed yesterday but let us move according to the order paper. Clerk proceed! 
STATEMENTS
Stalled and Incomplete Projects

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Hon. Selemoi.
Hon. Selemoi (Deputy Speaker): Yes Mr. Speaker, I rise to seek a statement from the Leader of Majority party on the following matters of great concern.
i. If aware that myriad projects have been undertaken by the Baringo County Government since inception of devolved government?
ii. If he is further aware that several of these projects have either been abandoned, stalled or completed?
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order Hon. Selemoi! I was wondering if the Hon. Members are having the statement you are reading. I am looking around and it seems that the Honourable Members are lost. You can proceed.

Hon. Selemoi (Deputy Speaker): Yes they have Mr. Speaker and I beg to start.

i. If aware that myriad projects have been undertaken by the Baringo County Government since inception of devolved government?

ii. If he is further aware that several of these projects have either been abandoned, stalled or completed?

iii. Can the Leader of Majority table a comprehensive report on all the projects undertaken by the Baringo County Government per ward, detailing; the amount appropriated, contractors awarded, date of commencement, expected date of completion and current status for the 2013/2014, 2014/2015, 2015/2016 and 2016/2017 up to inclusion of 2017/2018 financial years respectively. 

Mr. Speaker the Hon. Members need to know the status so that they know where to start in their respective wards.
iv. What action is the Baringo County Government taking to ensure that all the incomplete projects are completed and put into use? And if there is misappropriation of those projects what action should be taken to ensure that the people of Baringo County get share and right of tax payer’s money. I rest my case Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat):  Leader of Majority I direct that you bring the answers on Tuesday or Wednesday? Morning or afternoon?
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Thank you Mr. Speaker sir.  I have gotten the question asked by the Member for Churo Amaya; Hon. Ameja Selemoi and assure him that I will table a compressive report on Wednesday afternoon. Thank you.
(Statement defered)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Well noted Wednesday afternoon. Next order Clerk!
(Hon. Tochim loudly consults)

(Laughter)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order Hon. Member let me not say anything on that.
(Laughter)

Clerk!
MOTION

Formation of an Ad hoc Committee to 
Promote Peace in Baringo County

(Hon. Selemoi on 27.9.2917)

(Resumption of Debate on the Motion Deferred on 27.9.2017 at 5:10pm)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Selemoi
Hon. Selemoi (Deputy Speaker): Thank you Mr. Speaker I rise again on the motion that was deferred yesterday. Mr. Speaker sir,  having read the mood of the House following yesterday’s debate and giving consideration and the purpose and intend of the motion, that it may be defeated if I go on. I seek deferral to allow dialogue, consultation and further engagement of Members and stakeholders especially from the affected areas. Further to give room for ventilation so that there will be no mis-understanding in future.
Meanwhile the intent and purpose of the motion still exist in my intention and peace sensitization must continue no matter what. I seek indulgence of this House that I have not withdrawn but differed for ventilation and consultations. 
I want to confirm to you that the goats that were reported stolen are indeed were recovered. I am not victimizing the Member who said that I lied because maybe he had not gotten the information.  Mr. Speaker I seek to differ the motion until the time the House Business will find it fit. Thank you Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Having heard that position from the mover of the motion that he needs more time. Using Standing Order 52(3), I direct that the putting of the question be deferred until  at such time to be specified date by the House Business and provided in the order paper so that we shall advise you.
(Applause)
(Motion deferred)

Next order!
PAPER LAID
REPORT ON NOMINATION OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Lawi Kipchumba.
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Mr. Speaker sir, I would like to lay on the table; The Report on Nomination of Members into committees by Committee on Selection.
Mr. Speaker sir I beg to lay.
(Hon. Kipchumba laid the paper on the Table)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you, next order!
NOTICE OF MOTION
REPORT ON NOMINATION OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Leader of Majority!
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Thank you Mr. Speaker. I beg this House to approve the report of the nomination of Members into committees by the Committee on Selection. I beg to give the notice.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Leader of Majority you have already done your part for now. Next order!
MOTION

REPORT ON NOMINATION OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): The Leader of Majority

Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): Thank you Mr. Speaker. I beg to move the motion that the House approves the list of members nominated to various committees of this House. After a lengthy discussion in the meeting we had in Naivasha last week, I would like to give the report of the committee.

Mr. Speaker sir the following are the Members of the Selection Committee;

1. Hon. Lawi Kipchumba     - Majority Leader/Chairperson

2. Hon. Sam Lourien            - Minority Leader/Vice chairperson

3. Hon. Jennifer Kiptoo        - Member

4. Hon. Paul Kibarar            - Member 

5. Hon. Joseph Leparsalach  -Member

6. Hon. Reuben Chepsongol - Member

7. Hon. Nelson Lotela              - Member

8. Hon. Francisca Cheburet     - Member

9. Hon. Renson Parkei             -Member

Mr. Speaker Sir, the Committee is appreciative for the support accorded to it by the office of the Speaker, the office of the Clerk and members of the County Assembly through their contributions since the inception of the Second Assembly in Baringo County. Their contribution was of great value in laying the foundation for purposes of propelling this second Assembly to greater heights, as we all believe, “Siku njema huonekana asubuhi”.

Mr. Speaker Sir, I would also like to sincerely thank Members of the secretariat for the commitment they exhibited during the scrutiny of the relevant documents and subsequently the compilation of this report.
I also want to wish all the Honorable Members the very best and God’s blessings as they render their noble services of Oversight, Representation and Legislation through their assigned committees.  

Mr. Speaker, allow me to provide a brief preview of the mandates’ of the Committee on Selection as stipulated in the Baringo County Assembly Standing Orders.
Committee on Selection; pursuant to the Baringo County Assembly Standing Orders, 157(1-3) states that;
I. There shall be a select Committee, to be designated Selection Committee, consisting of the Leader of the Majority Party who shall be the Chairperson, the Leader of the Minority Party, not less than five and not more than seven Members, who shall be nominated by the County Assembly parties and approved by the House.

II. The Committee on Selection shall nominate Members to serve in Committees, save for the membership of the House Business Committee and Committee on Appointments.

III. The Committee on Selection shall be appointed within ten days on Assembly of a   new County Assembly.

Mandate of the committee; Standing Order number 159 gives the Selection Committee the following mandates:

I. Unless otherwise provided by any written law or these Standing Orders, the Committee on Selection shall, in consultation with the County Assembly parties, nominate Members who shall serve on a select Committee.

II. The Committee on Selection shall give consideration to the need for gender balance and shall, so far as may be practicable, ensure that no more than two-thirds of Members of a Committee of the House, including a Committee established through a resolution of the House, shall be of the same gender.

III. A vacancy, occasioned by resignation or removal of a Member from a select Committee shall be filled within fourteen days of the vacancy.

IV. A Member against whom an adverse recommendation has been made in a report of a select Committee that has been adopted by the House shall be ineligible for nomination as Member of that Committee.

Significance of  County Assembly Committees; Mr. Speaker sir, it is often said that any County Assembly is as strong as its committees; strong committees often lead to vibrant and dynamic county assemblies.
Owing to their critical importance, committees must be seen to be effective in deliberating on matters of public interest as well being a knowledgeable group of experts dealing with legislation, exercising focused oversights and representation as provided for in Article 195, 196 and 200 (2d) of the Constitution of Kenya (2010). 

Mr. Speaker sir, the general roles of any County Assembly Committees are to:

I. Enables the County Assembly to achieve a structural approach to handling its varied roles, goals and functions

II. Enable the Assembly make informed decisions

III. Enrich the quality of debates in the plenary sessions

IV. Enable the Assembly provide oversight on activities of the County Government

V. Offers conducive setting which facilitates detailed scrutiny of drafts and proposed legislation and policies  

VI. Provide a conducive environment for members to utilize expertise

VII. Enables the County Assembly to examine the expenditures and policy reviews of the relevant County Government departments and other public bodies

VIII. Enhance members’ knowledge in management of public affairs. 

Mr. Speaker sir, for the general information of the Honorable Members, there are various committees that cuts across all county assemblies, they include:

1. Standing Committees

Standing Committees are perpetual committees established under the Standing Orders for a specified duration. 

2. Housekeeping Committees

These are committees that are charged with the responsibility of ensuring that the business of the House is transacted in a smooth and orderly manner. 

3. Watchdog Committees

Mr. Speaker sir, Watchdog committees are committees that carry out the function of policing or over sighting the financial accounts and monetary spending of the County Government. An example of such committee is the County Public Accounts and Investment Committee (PIC/PAC).

4. Sectoral  Committees

Their main function is to investigate and inquire into and report all matters relating to the mandate, management, activities, administration and operations of assigned County Government departments as stipulated in the third schedule of the Standing Order of Baringo County Assembly.

5. Ad hoc Committees

Mr. Speaker sir, Ad hoc committees are created for a particular assignment for a specified period of time. They may be dissolved as soon as they have completed the matter referred to them and report made to the County Assembly. 

Standing Committees Mr. Speaker sir, there are eight Select/Standing Committees in Baringo County Assembly, namely;

1. House Business Committee

2. Committee on Selection

3. Committee on Appointments

4. County Public Accounts and Investment Committee

5. County Budget and Appropriations Committee

6. Procedure and House Rules Committee

7. Committee on Implementation

8. Committee on Delegated County Legislation

Mr. Speaker sir, it is noteworthy for the clarification to the Honorable members, that the Committee on Selection did not nominate members for the three committees, namely: House Business Committee, Committee on Appointments and Committee on Selection this is informed by Standing Order No. 157(2) which states that 
“The Committee on selection shall nominate members to serve in all committees save for the membership of House Business Committee and Committee on Appointment.” It should be noted that the three committees above were formed by the parties represented in the House.

Three year term Committees; Mr. Speaker Sir, pursuant to the Baringo County Assembly Standing Orders No. 190 (2) Appointment committee, 191(4) County Public Accounts and Investments Committee   and 192(4) County Budget and Appropriations Committee; states that;

“These committees shall be appointed within seven days on Assembly of a new County Assembly and shall serve for a period of three years and the appointed thereafter serve for the remainder of the County Assembly.” 

Sectorial Committees Mr. Speaker sir, Standing Order number 196 as read together with the third schedule provides for establishment of 12 sectorial committees, namely:

1. Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries

2 .Environment and Natural Resources

3. Health Services

4. County Heritage, Gender and Community Services

5. Transport, Public Works and Infrastructure

6. Lands, Housing and Urban Development

7. Trade, Tourism and Cooperatives

8. Education, Vocational Training and ICT

9. Labor and Social Welfare, Children, Youth and Sports

10. Justice, Legal Affairs, Devolution, Governance and Cohesion

11. Finance and Economic Planning

12. Water and Irrigation

Criteria for selection of members into committees; Mr. Speaker Sir, In the deliberation of their duties, the Committee on Selection was guided by a number of principles as spelt out in the Constitution of Kenya and the Baringo County Assembly Standing Orders as provided below:

I. Conformity to Gender Balance {Standing Order 159(2)}

II. Relative majorities of  parties {Standing Order 160(1)}

III. Interests of Independents {Standing Order 160(2)}

IV. Regional balancing 

V. Applicable professional skills (Merit)

Mr. Speaker Sir,

1. Gender Balance

One of the principles of the Constitution of Kenya is Equity, Equality and non-discrimination. The Constitution of Kenya provides that not more than two thirds of appointments shall be of the same gender. 

According to Standing Order number 159(2) the Committee on Selection is mandated to give consideration to the need for Gender Balance in constituting committees and that not more than two thirds of members of a committee of the House shall be of the same gender.

The Committee on Selection tried its best to factor in the issue of gender balance while establishing the various committees.  On that note, therefore, Committee on Selection urges the Honorable Members of this House to consider this aspect of gender balance when electing the Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of various committees.

2. Party representation

Mr. Speaker Sir, the second principle that the Committee on selection considered while nominating members into the various committees was the issue of relative party representation as provided for in Standing Order no. 160 (1). It envisages that; 

“The membership of each committee shall reflect the relative majorities of the seats held by each of the County Assembly parties in the House.” 

As a matter of facts, there are three parties in Baringo County Assembly, namely; Jubilee Party, KANU and ODM respectively. 

3. Interests of Independents

Mr. Speaker Sir, in addition to the above, the committee on Selection was further guided by Standing Order 160(2) on selection of Independent members into committees. The same provides that;

“Any Independent member may be nominated to serve in select committees and the allocation of such membership shall be as nearly as practicable proportional to the number of members termed as Independents.” 

4. Regional balancing 

Mr. Speaker Sir, on regional balancing the Committee on Selection zoned the County into six Sub-Counties considering the major economic activities and natural resources found in each Sub-County. 

For instance Tiaty, has numerous mineral deposits while Eldama Ravine is an Agricultural rich Sub-County, and the major tourist attraction site (Lake Bogoria) is situated in Baringo South.

Among other considerations, regional balancing was considered in placement of members into diverse committees.

5. Professional skills

Mr. Speaker Sir, lastly, with the need to improve service delivery by the committees in line with members’ constitutional mandate of Representation, Legislation and Oversight, the Committee on Selection considered professional skills whilst placing members into committees. 

In essence, the expertise of members is better utilized in the committees where issues are expected to be deeply analyzed, deliberated upon and decisions are made from a more informed perspective. 

The success of any legislature lies in the working of a strong and productive committee system which can only be institutionalized by the input and diligence of the committee members both individually and collectively.

Mr. Speaker sir, I am pleased to report to this honorable House that the Committee on Selection was able to nominate members into committees after comprehensive consideration of gender, relative party representation, regional balancing, and interests of Independents and applicable professional skills of members.
Approval of nominations; Mr. Speaker sir,

· Standing Order No. 161(1, 2&3) states that;

“The Selection Committee shall, within seven days upon nomination of members to serve in any committee of the House, present the list to the House for approval.

Whenever a motion for approval of a list is moved in the House, no objection against the proposed membership of a member in a select committee shall be permitted and objections, if any, shall be formulated against the proposed membership as a whole

A member shall not be a member of a committee of the House unless the nomination of such member into the committee is approved by the House.”

Mr. Speaker sir, it is of paramount importance to note that, Standing Order No.160 (3) states that; 
“Except as the House may otherwise resolve, on the recommendation of the committee on Selection for reasons to be stated, no member shall be appointed to serve in more than three Sectorial committees.”

Mr. Speaker sir, it is my humble request and pleasure to present to this honorable House the members nominated into various committees.
Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg to lead this Honorable House to the list of proposed committee membership duly attached overleaf. 
Committee on County Public Accounts and Investments Committee (Standing Order 191)
1. Hon. Lotela Nelson

2. Hon. Fransisca Jepsergon Cheburet

3. Hon. Richard R. Cheserem

4. Hon. Diana Siriti

5. Hon. Fransisca Jepkuto Cherutich

6. Hon. Earnest Tarus Kibet

7. Hon. Francis Nguriney Kibai

Committee on Implementation (Standing Order 194)

1. Hon. Julius Kimutai Ng’otie

2. Hon. Caroline  Chebichii Kessei

3. Hon. Paul Kipsang kibarar

4. Hon. Eunice Kakerel Chepranyei

5. Hon. Nixon Lemlem

6. Hon. Sylas Kipkosgei Tochim

7. Hon. Paul  Kipkorir Serem

Committee on Delegated County Legislation (Standing Order 195)

1. Hon. Nicholas Kimosop Kipruto

2. Hon. Peter Kipkoech Kebut.

3. Hon. Reuben Chirchir Chepsongol

4. Hon. Shadrack Mailuk Akeno

5. Hon. Maureen Jepkosge iCherus

6. Hon. Joseph Rangesi Oleparsalach

7. Hon. Purity Tallam

Committee on Powers and Privileges (Standing Order 158)

1. Hon. David Kiplagat –Speaker

2. Hon. Selemoi Ameja – Deputy Speaker 

3. Hon. Sam Lourien- Leader of Minority

4. Hon. Reuben Chepsongol- C. Whip(Majority)

5. Hon. Daniel Tuwit  -Chief Whip (Minority)

6. Hon. Julia Kandie

7. Hon. Charles Kimitei  Bowen

8. Hon. Jennifer Kabon Kiptoo

9. Hon. Musa Kipkurui Cheruiyot

County Budget and Appropriation Committee (Standing Order 192)

1. Hon. Paul  Kipsang Kibarar

2. Hon. John Chongwo Aengwo

3. Hon. Maria Losile

4. Hon. Renson Parkei

5. Hon. Daniel Tuwit

6. Hon. Benjamin Koech

7. Hon. Jennifer Kabon Kiptoo

8. Hon. Reuben Chirchir Chepsongol

9. Hon. Lawi Kipchumba Tallam

Procedure and House Rules Committee (Standing Order 193)

1. Hon.  David Kiplagat –Speaker
2. Hon. Zelemoi Ameja - Deputy Speaker
3. Hon. John Tarus -Speakers Panel(1)
4. Hon.  Saphina Chelagat -Speakers Panel(2)
5. Hon. Speakers Panel(3)
6. Hon. Francisca Jepsergon Cheburet
7. Hon. Jacob  Kiprotich Cheboiwo
8. Hon. Charles Bowen
9. Hon. Solomon Loluka Makal
Sectoral  Committees (Standing Order 196)

Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries

1. Hon. Benjamin Koech
2. Hon. Saphina Chelagat
3. Hon. Renson Parkei
4. Hon. Solomon Loluka Makal
5. Hon. Jennifer Kabon Kiptoo
6. Hon. Paul Kipsang Kibarar
7. Hon.  Paul Kipkorir Serem
Environment and natural resources

1. Hon. Shadrack Mailuk Akeno
2. Hon. Charles Kimitei  Bowen
3. Hon. Nicholas Kimosop Kipruto
4. Hon. Maureen Jepkosgei Cherus
5. Hon. Sylas Tochim
6. Hon. Verlarie Ngeny
7. Hon .Lotela Nelson
Health Services

1. Hon. Richard Barwecho Rono

2. Hon. Daniel Loreria Tuwitt

3. Hon. Nixon Lemlem

4. Hon. Betty Birchogo

5. Hon. Caroline  Chebichii Kessei

6. Hon. Musa Kipkurui Cheruiyot

7. Hon. Jacob Cheboiwo

County Heritage, Gender, Culture and Community Services

1. Hon. Maria Cheboriot Losile

2. Hon. Valarie Jepkosgei Ng’eny

3. Hon. John Chongwo Aengwo

4. Hon. LawiKipchumba Tallam

5. Hon. John Tarus Langat

6. Hon. Saphina Chelagat

7. Hon. Sam Lorien Limo

Transport, Public works and infrastructure

1. Hon. Nixon Lemlem

2. Hon. Cornelius Cheruiyot Kurui

3. Hon. Purity Tallam

4. Hon. Musa Cheruiyot

5. Hon. Sam Lorien Limo

6. Hon. Jeruto Kiptalla

7. Hon. Richard R.  Cheserem

Lands, Housing and Urban Development

1. Hon. Paul Kipkorir Serem

2. Hon. Ernest Kibet Tarus

3. Hon. Joseph Rangesi Oleparsalaach

4. Hon. Joel Chesang Kipchew

5. Hon. Purity Tallam

6. Hon. Diana Siriti

7. Hon. Ben Koech

Trade, Tourism and cooperatives

1. Hon. Sylas Kipkosgei Tochim

2. Hon. Paul Kibarar

3. Hon. Julius Kimutai Ng’otie

4. Hon. Eunice Kakerel Chepranyei

5. Hon. Nicholas Kipruto Kimosop

6. Hon. Richard Barwecho Rono

7. Hon. Francisca Jepsergon Cheburet

Education, Vocational Training and ICT

1. Hon. John   Tarus  Langat

2. Hon. Joseph Rangesi Oleparsalaach

3. Hon. Diana Siriti

4. Hon. Elizabeth JerotichKipsang

5. Hon. Cornelius Cheruiyot Kurui

6. Hon. John  Chongwo Aengwo

7. Hon. Valarie Jepkosgei Ngeny

Labour, Social Welfare, Children Youth and Sports

1. Hon. Jacob Kiprotich Cheboiwo

2. Hon. Betty Jebet Birchogo

3. Hon. Zelemoi Kachepkow

4. Hon. Zelemoi Kachepkow

5. Hon. Caroline  Chebichii Kessei

6. Hon. Solomon Makal

7. Hon. Maureen Jepkosgei Cherus

Justice, Legal Affairs, Devolution, Governance and Cohesion

1. Hon. Charles Kosgei

2. Hon. Francis Ng’urinei Kibai

3. Hon. Elizabeth Jerotich Kipsang

4. Hon. Eunice Kakerel Chepranyei

5. Hon. Julius Kimutai Ng’otie

6. Hon. Richard R.  Cheserem

7. Hon. Jeruto Kiptalla

Finance and Economic Planning

1. Hon. Joel Chesang Kipchew

2. Hon. Francisca Jepkuto Cherutich

3. Hon. Peter Kebut

4. Hon. Julia Kandie

5. Hon. Saphina Chelagat

6. Hon. Shadrack Mailuk Akeno

7. Hon. Jacob  Kiprotich Cheboiwo

Water and Irrigation

1. Hon. Renson Parkei Kiole

2. Hon. Nelson Jackvan Lotela

3. Hon. Ernest Kibet Tarus

4. Hon. Reuben Chirchir Chepsongol

5. Hon. Franciscah Cherutich

6. Hon. Julia Kandie

7. Hon. Charles Kosgei Choboot

Recommendations; Mr. Speaker Sir, having the onus of presenting before this Honorable House the proposed committee membership, the Committee on selection, recommends the following:

1. The honorable members to approve and adopt the report

2. The two thirds gender rule to be adhered to, when the Committee members are electing committee leadership

3. It is advisable that the committees be guided by individual skills of members when electing their committee leadership

4. The committee members should be pro-active and endeavor to deliver in accordance to their mandates

5. The committee leadership should lead by example and guide members in their various deliberations to achieve the committee’s core objectives

6. They should at all-time ensure that their proceedings are held in accordance with acceptable parliamentary practices and procedures

Conclusion; Mr. Speaker Sir, on behalf of the Committee on Selection, I humbly request the Honorable Members of this Honorable House to approve this report.
Mr. Speaker sir, I beg to Move and I call upon Hon. the Minority Leader to second. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Sam Limo

Hon. Limo (Leader of Minority): Thank you Mr. Speaker, as we have heard from the Majority Leader, he has really given this House a very comprehensive report of what we did in Naivasha for three days.

Hon. Speaker the work that we did is indeed what has been read and I stand to support what he has said by confirming some of the things which he might have skipped when he was reading some Standing Orders were not so clear and I wish to read some of them.

Conformity to gender;  Mr. Speaker we really tackled  on that and ensured  that every committee should have at least the number required by the Standing Order for the ladies that in every committee should have not less than two ladies.

Mr. Speaker, Members will also attest to that by the list which has been tabled and as it is provided in the Standing Order number 159 (2) the committee on selection shall give consideration to the need of gender balance and shall so far as may be practicable ensure that no more than two third of members of committee of the House including the committee established through resolution of the House shall be of the same gender. That is so clear Mr. Speaker as seen in the list. 

Secondly, we really considered the relative majority parties in the House and as said by the motion mover that there are three major parties in this House; Jubilee, KANU party of  Kenya also and ODM. It is so clear in Standing Order 160 (1) that there is a proportion that is for the majority party and the second majority party in the House so we really considered that as we were selecting the committees. 

Thirdly, Mr. Speaker we considered the interests of independents.  When the motion mover was reading I heard somebody whispering that where is the independent party. They are not categorized as parties instead they are considered under the provision of the interests of independent in the House. 

So we really considered and to be so clear they are only two and they could not be placed in every committee of the Sectorial and Standing Committees, so we made sure that they were represented in the committees and to balance the numbers in those committees.

Mr. Speaker as you may note also the motion mover said there was a regional balance which someone may argue and say where is the regional balance in the Standing Orders. I will refer you to Standing Order number 160 (3) it says except as the House may otherwise resolve and that is the otherwise we resolved to ensure that the interests of the regions was key also and we considered to ensure that the Sub-Counties were represented in all committees. The sub counties that we have are six and we ensured in every Sectorial and Standing committees we considered a region that a member comes from. There are other things like the economic activities that one does that was so clear from the mover of the motion.  Still on regional balance and in the Standing Order 163 we considered the applicable professional skills of each member. I can attest that. We sat down, got the CVs of every member of this House to ensure that all members are placed in their fields. 

The motion that was moved is the report that we discussed and we agreed and I can tell members you will not have any other good list other than this that is balanced in terms of gender, regional and is considerate to all parts of this County and every member has really participated in one or two committee members. Therefore I beg to second this motion. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members you have heard the motion from the mover, seconder I now wish to propose the question

(Question proposed)

Debate is now open. Yes I see a red light there.
Hon. Bowen: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker. I stand to support the recommendations with amendments. We nominated the Selection Committee to work for us and they are our representatives. What they have come out with is their due responsibilities. I know we may want so many committees which are lucrative and have a lot of allowances but what we know is that every committee in this House is a very important committee they are expected to deliver services for the people of Baringo. I wanted only to say that they maybe a few committee members who may have got five, or three. We have not been able to go through but what we wanted to say is that we want a balanced committee for our members. These members are equal, whether nominated or elected they are members of the County Assembly and they should not be discriminated by anybody.

This is a House of rules and a honorable one so I support but we should have been given a few days so that we come back and say such a member has more sectorial seats than others. Let us give to so and so irrespective of which regional area he comes from. We want to make sure that we are united. With those few remarks I want to say thank you very much the leader of majority, minority and all those members. We thought our names were not there but I have seen my name is somewhere and I am satisfied. Why should I complain about somebody else who has been given something! Let us be mindful of others and let us accept that those who have this responsibilities will be able to deliver to our expectations. Thank you very much.
(Several members apply to speak)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Who has the mic? Hon. Kandie.
Hon. Kandie: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir I want to talk about regional balancing, gender, Selection Committee;  number four whereby Baringo South was not considered on County Heritage Gender and Community Services.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): I think the mover has heard your question. When he will be responding he will say something on that. Your mic is on, yes Hon. Charles Kosgei.

Hon. Kosgei: I rise to reject this motion. One, majority leader talked of gender balance but when you go to Budget and Appropriations Committee there were supposed to be three ladies and six men. But here there are two women and seven men. 

(Applause)

Number two,  I point out that the Selection Committee is the most biased committee so far because you find some of them are in four to five committees while some of us are in only two. 

(Applause)

Somebody is told to cook and share the food and gives himself three plates and others one plate.  Is it not possible?
(Applause)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Let’s proceed. Yes Hon. Kessei.
Hon. Kessei: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir. According to the Standing Order number 159 on the gender balance, the committees tabled here for instance on the committee on powers and privileges there is no gender balance there. We were supposed to have three ladies and also on the County Budget and Appropriations Committee.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Lemlem.
Hon Lemlem: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir I rise to support the motion but with amendments. More  specifically on Sectoral  Committee number four whereby no member from Baringo South was included. 
Secondly according to the Standing Orders it says that when it is two thirds, a third of the members must come be selected on the basis of gender. We need to respect that as a Honourable  House because the law is clear and it has stated that in any institution the gender rule should be respected. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Thank you, who is next?  Hon. Valarie. 

Hon. Valarie: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I must say that the Selection Committee did a good job but I have a question. Which criteria did they use to come up with those members who have five committees while others have three? When you analyze critically those who are in many committees are members of Selection Committee most of them are in five committees. Thank you. 

Hon. Lotela: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker. I am one of the members of the Selection Committee. I stand first to inform this House that they have to read the Standing Orders clearly. You cannot support this motion and amend it. When you reject, you recommit the same task to the Selection Committee. You cannot amend it at the floor of the House. You either reject or accept it. 
Secondly, there is also the issue of regional balance. When you see Mogotio are five, assume that in every Sectoral Committee which is 12, and give them one. How many times are you going to repeat? Come to Standing  committee put them there, that is another problem. Our own Standing Orders are prohibiting us not to put a member three times in a Sectoral Committee. You have to know that we have less ladies unless you turn some of the men to women and put them in ‘marindas’.

(Applause)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order, Hon. Lotela I don’t want to repeat it I don’t know if it is English. Proceed.
Hon. Lotela: That was on a light touch Mr. Speaker. The second thing is that Baringo South has six men with one lady. When you say that every region to be represented in Sectoral  Committee they will be disadvantaged because the lady is one, how many times will you post that lady. We will still shoot our own foot by contravening the Standing Orders. 

In short there is someone who said that some members have five committees. The Standing Order also directs some of the committees that you cannot question. It just allows you to add two members like the majority leader, the chairman of all committee which is the deputy speaker, sometimes the whips are brought in.  That is as per the Standing Order unless you amend it. I want to tell the members that it is a bit hard to meet the interests of everyone. This is the lesser evil. If you reject now and you have seen where you are the next amendment you never know what will happen. 

The committee on selection has to go and sit again and  they may do more damage to everyone or someone else. No one has prohibited that there is no swapping after approving this one. For example Lokales is almost having seven but it is because he is the minority leader. There are some committees which are mandatory for the leadership of the House to be there. Not that they were nominated or they wished to be there. 

Lastly, members are free after approving this committee if I feel like my skills are not being utilized in the committee that I have been put I can approach Kabon and ask her if we can swap. We can do it in the presence of the Clerk and the office of the Speaker either through writing or through our own presentations. Therefore just know that when you reject it you reject it in totality and the committee will go and redo it again. For me we developed this list strategically basing on regional balancing, gender and followed our Standing Orders. We really tried our best. What I don’t agree is to deny the independents is not a party and yet they were told to bring a symbol of their independence. Because if you say a party 

(Microphone goes off)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Point of order Hon. Lemlem

Hon. Lemlem: Is the member in order to mislead this House… According to Standing Order number 161 (3), A member shall not be a member of a committee of the House unless the nomination of  such member in to the committee is approved by the House. Is it allowed to swap the names with the Clerk or the speaker?

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Of course not.  It may not be in the exact words that he said but  I believe if a member really feels his skills cannot be put in where he has been put there is a way but I don’t think it is as simple as he says that you just go to the office of the Clerk and swap. It has to be approved here. But it is possible so long as the right procedure is followed. And the procedure is not going to an office and swapping. We will be here to give you guidance. Proceed, I think you were cut off unceremoniously. Just finalize Hon. Lotela.

Hon. Lotela: Thank you Mr. Speaker I beseech the House to pass this report as it is and I want to be very clear that the criteria the SelectionCommittee used, you can read the Standing Order where it talks about how to remove a member from a committee. Once your party agrees we are going to remove you from health, chief whip of that party writes to the Clerk and the office of the Speaker that is how I was trying to explain how a member can be removed from a committee. It is not permanent that you have been nominated to the committee. It is as simple as that. Otherwise we still have room for those who have been aggrieved. Even myself if I could say I wanted what I want even if I was in Selection Committee it was very difficult because we have to balance, and all that kind of stuff. With all those remarks,  I want to stop there and say I support the motion.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Tarus

Hon. Tarus: I rise to support the motion on the nominees to the various committees. I want to say that the members did a good job, they did well and I believe the members who are saying they are not included in various committees is maybe due to the ratio of the gentlemen and ladies. We may not really have one third gender rule in most of those committees but I believe it is because of the number of the Hon ladies. The other thing that I want to say is that all of us may not have wanted to be in those committees but once you are placed there we need to do a good job. We must give and take for us to work together and give the best that we can be able to give as a member in each committee.  We have to accept. Everything must not come our way. Like for me I am in two Sectoral Committees, I have checked, but I am not complaining. I beg to support the list of nominees in totality. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Rono

Hon. Rono: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I also stand to support what the Selection Committee has done. We cannot satisfy all human beings. What our members have raised on rejection, I concur with Hon. Lotela when he says that this is a lesser evil that if we reject this selection and return it then there will be a bigger problem compared to a monster and it might take a whole century to balance. If someone has done mathematics especially on probability they will actually know the magnitude of time this will take. 

Having supported the motion, I just want to make some correction on Sectoral Committees, number one. I am from Baringo North, Renson Parkei should be from Baringo South not North. And on page 14 on Selection Committee, I am seeing here that some committee members have appended their signatures and there are two of them who have not appended I don’t know what happened to them…

(Laughter)
Mr. Speaker once we support a document it should be that which is fully signed by those selected to be in that committee… not unless this is an error otherwise it is subject to correction.  Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): I think that is a good observation Hon. Rono, I am seeing those who have not signed are present here, Hon. Leparsalach and Hon. Cheburet Fransisca are in the House and in any event this is more than a quorum so that should be regularized because they are here and unless they have an issue which I think they don’t have but I will ask one of them to say whether they are willing to append their signatures… Hon. Leparsalach.
Hon. Leparsalach: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I also want to thank the Hon. Member who highlighted the anomaly but let me assure the House that when we went to the Clerk’s office they had already circulated the document without our signatures but we found that the members who have already signed had already formed a quorum and this was not going to be an issue. Thank you Mr. speaker.

(Applause)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): And I assume that is the same from the side of Hon. Cheburet

(Hon. Cheburet nods her head)

They have both answered in the affirmative so let us go on. Next contributor… yes your microphone is on Hon. Tuwit.
Amendments on the Committee of House Procedures

Hon. Tuwit: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I support this motion with amendment on the committee on House Procedures, in that committee which is about Speaker’s panel, which says it should consist of three people and I propose that number one be indicated to be Hon. John Tarus Lagat, the second to be Saphina Jelagat, number three to be Ameja Selemoi Kachepkow, thank you Mr. Speaker sir.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): You are proposing the members of the Speaker’s panel…

Hon. Tuwit: Yes.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Do you have a seconder.
Hon. Tuwit: Mr. Speaker I call upon Hon. Lawi to second. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Lawi.
Hon. Kipchumba: Mr. Speaker sir I second.
(Question proposed)

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): There you have and so we can proceed with the debate and we will put the question later on after the debate… Hon. Kimosop
(Question Putting Postponed)

Hon. Kimosop: Thank you Mr. Speaker, from the onset I want to thank the members of the Selection Committee for trying their best and getting us a report that is very elaborate and also to thank the office of the Clerk for enabling this committee to do their work and give us a report that is well articulated. 

Mr. Speaker,  I join Hon. Lotela in clarifying that the Standing Orders are awarded in a manner… and in my view that in future need amendments I mean that clause may need amendments to probably allow members to amend here and there but as it is now it is clear that you can only reject the whole of it or accept the whole of it without amendments, from this we ask ourselves what is the best for us, what happens if we reject, it will mean the Selection Committee will go back again, they will retreat to come up with another whole report like this which will take more time and more resources.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, if we adopt it as it is, what are the repercussions, in my view I think the Selection Committee did fairly well to a scale of about 70% -80% which is good enough Mr. Speaker

(Applause)
Mr. Speaker I want to plead with members that we approve this report so that we save ourselves more time of wastage and we move forward. We are leaders in this House and I think the Selection Committee have had their day today to present the report and to be subjected to whether we will approve or reject it, next time we will have committees and committee chairmen bringing their reports to this House and also pleading to be approved and that kind of thing. I want to plead that we built a culture where when we have assigned a section of us a role to do we respect and give them the necessary support and we accept them as leaders

(Applause)
So that tomorrow when we also have committees bringing their reports we will continue with the same spirit, we may not agree on everything all of us all the time like for example when we had the Deputy Speaker’s election, a decision was taken by the House and some of us were not happy with it but we said let us move on so that we don’t plant a culture with squabbles of disagreement as we begin.

We are being watched so much and we are taking over from an Assembly that had issues previously, it is my wish as a Hon. Member that we try as much as we can to build a culture of consensus and respect and avoid much side shows as much as possible.

Lastly Mr. Speaker, it is true that yesterday we had a highly heated debate which I had cautioned myself, I thought we should have not brought that at that stage and I want to thank Hon. Ameja Selemoi the Deputy Speaker for accepting to take time so that we can built consensus because the spirit that some of us would wish to see in this House in the next five years is a spirit of tolerance and that which will see us leave a legacy as leaders of Baringo.
(Applause)
We wish to be leaders who will leave a legacy, pass many Bills and see that those Bills are implemented, with those few remarks Mr. Speaker I beg to support and urge the members that we support this motion so that we move forward, thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Solomon.
Hon. Makal: Thank you Mr. Speaker,  I may defer to some extend on this report, someone said when you send a dog to bring food you will be sure that he or she will not bring… that is on a lighter note Mr. Speaker.
(Laughter)
Mr. Speaker some of the Hon. Members that we send…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Order! Order!

(Loud consultations)
Order! Hon. Member, Hon. Solomon Makal, before I even listen to any point of order I will order straight away that the language you have just used is not parliamentary so please you have to withdraw and apologize to the members for what you have insinuated…

Hon. Makal: I withdraw and apologize Mr. Speaker sir.
(Applause)
Mr. Speaker I wanted basically to say that I support the motion but there was a member who we sent to represent us in that committee came with nothing here Mr. Speaker

(Laughter)
That is why we are saying next time we will be careful… for the interest of members Mr. Speaker I want to say I support this motion but with a small amendment…

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes Hon. Member.
Hon. Aengwo: Mr. Speaker reading the mood of the House, I think the motion is ripe enough… 

(Applause)
Mr. Speaker I don’t see the reason why we should move around when we are seeing there is consensus in supporting the motion. 

(Applause)
Mr. Speaker, even if there are two or three issues which there are actually… somebody said we can’t be perfectly 100% so therefore even if you wanted to be in which committee we should have to swallow that for this House to continue and move forward. Mr. Speaker I accept and fully support this motion. 
It is said that it is only a fool who never changes his mind so let us support the motion and we move forward. 

(Applause)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes I think unless any other member has a contrary view, I will proceed to call on the mover to reply, he may just want to thank the members and we proceed… 

(Loud consultations)
Is that a Point of Order Hon. Kibet?

Hon. Kibet: Yes Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Yes proceed.
Hon. Kibet: Mr. Speaker sir, I have tried a lot to catch your attention and that is why some of these machines could be faulty but … 

(Laughter)
The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Next time you change your seat.
Hon. Kibet: We made a request that the Speaker should develop some other ways… like I tried to protrude my eyes towards your direction … 

(Laughter)
And I think the distance was a barrier.
Mr. Speaker I want to take this opportunity that you give us more time because I see that there are still other members who feel like contributing to this motion. Mr. Speaker from me I want to be very specific, I want to support this motion by saying that the committee on selection tried their best,…  I was a very worried man when I saw the membership but I must say we should not judge a book by its cover

(Applause)
Nevertheless,  I am concerned, there is a standing committee which is the County Budget and Appropriations Committee, in Standing Order number 192 will arrest my concerns, someone talked about some amendments which are not possible now but in that Standing Order clause four it talks about the committee serving for three years so I want to ask the membership of the Selection Committee… when I read these names knowing their CVs I have not seen even a single accountant. 

(Applause)
What worries me is that they mention something on merits, Mr. Speaker sir, this committee of Budget and Appropriation missed on the account of merit, but I believe that we as members of this House will assist the very members to achieve the intended objective in the three years but next time they should be honorable enough to consider merit. Matters budget and appropriation is a key committee in this House, they will either take us to Canaan or to hell and because that aspect we will need to consider maybe after three years… but if there will be a godly intervention I pray that it may rescue our work, otherwise I beg to support, thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Members I am seeing many of you are applying to speak and I am compelled to go back to what Hon. Aengwo said having read the mood of the House I don’t think whether it is necessary to belabor the point which at the end of the day you say you support, we will later on put the question and you will either support or oppose so because of time and what the members have said I will call upon the mover to reply. 
Hon. Kipchumba: Thank you Mr. Speaker and also would like to congratulate the member for having seen the mood of the House that it is very ready to pass the motion. Mr. Speaker there are some questions that were raised by members especially on the committee on powers and privileges by Hon. Lemlem form Baringo South, he has said Baringo South is not represented but I can see Hon. Julia Kandie who is number six in the list Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker I would also wish to respond to the Hon. Member Hon. Lemlem that if we would have given Baringo South to the place he is asking they would be missing in the others because they would not be distributed to all the other committees. Mr. Speaker it is very clear from the mood of the House that majority of the members support the motion and that shows that we did our best and so it is a high time that we pass this motion and place all the members in their respective committees especially now that nurses are on strike the health committee should be ready to work on such issues.
(Applause)
We also have the infrastructure problems as the Hon. The Deputy Speaker was raising issues that pertains roads so if we would have the committee on roads and infrastructure in place they would be the right people to directly deal with such question, so Mr. Speaker I beg that the Hon. Members for the unity and prosperity of this House and Baringo County that we pass this motion, thank you very much Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of this House. 

The Speaker (Hon. Kiplagat): Hon. Members, we have heard from all of you, I will proceed to put the question as amended by Hon. Tuwit for the inclusion of the Speaker’s panel and I put the question.

(Question on amendment put and agreed to)
(Question put and agreed to)

Hon. Members, going forward I need to thank all of you for the able manner on which you have carried yourselves in the debates and I have said and always say that this is a process that we are catching up with very quickly; we are getting on well with the use of the Standing Orders and I want to tell you Hon. Members to please continue and acquaint yourselves with the Standing Orders so that when you are standing on a point of order, a notice of motion and all those kinds of things you should be having them on your fingertips. 

Hon. Members going forward you know what the Standing Orders say when the committees have been formed, the Clerk will give notice to each committee of their first meeting, and the first meeting will be next week to elect their chairman so immediately I will ask the office of the Clerk to move on very fast to invite those committees, where they are going to meet to elect the Chairmen and begin business because our County is waiting for this.

I think with those few remarks , I want to thank you members for good attendance and I want to urge members to always be coming not only when we are reading out names of committee members.  One final thing that I want to tell you members is that I heard some comments that some people are fighting to go to other committees, in our time all committees are the same. 

(Applause)
There will be no committee which will be overfunded more than the other or over privileged more than the other; all committees will have the same benefits because all services are required in all these committees so none should think that he or she is in a better committee than the other or in a lesser committee than another, all committees are committees of the House.
Order! Members

ADJOURNMENT

The House stands adjourned to Tuesday 2:30pm 

The House rose at 5:47pm
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