BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD

The house met on Wednesday 14th February 2018 at 10:08 a.m.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi) in Chair

PRAYERS
  The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Clerk.
COMMNUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Hon. Members, welcome to the second sitting of this County Assembly. I have a letter from the Office of the County Secretary dated 13th February 2018. This is to inform you that the Devolution conference which marks an important milestone in the devolution history in Kenya shall be held in Kakamega in April 2018. The overriding theme of the conference is devolution is the Experience delivering results for sustainable productive effective and efficient governments.
Prior to the conference, the county dialogue forums will be held to focus on health, agriculture, land, urban development, trade, roads and infrastructure. I hereby request you to link us to the committee chairmen on the above five thematic areas on 14th February 2018 so that we can hold discussions and way forward. Yours sincerely Hon. Doctor J Rotich acting County Secretary, CC to Governor and Deputy Governor.
This letter is targeting chairpersons of the health, agriculture, land, urban development, trade, roads and infrastructure committees inclusive of Justice, legal affairs, devolution, governance and cohesion committee as a devolution component.
Clerk proceed!
NOTICES OF MOTION
Bursary for Vulnerable Children

Hon. Limo: Mr. Speaker, I rise to read a notice of motion by Ameja Selemoi MCA Churo Amaya Ward.

Aware that the constitution of Kenya under article 53 (1) (b) of the constitution of Kenya provides that every child has a right to free and compulsory education and further article 53(2) provides that a child’s best interests are of paramount importance in every matter concerning the child;
Further aware that article 54(1) (b) provides that a person with disability is entitled to access educational institutions for persons with disabilities that are integrated into society;
Realizing that the preamble of Basic Education Act 2017 as read together with section 7 (2) of the children’s Act 2016 provides for the promotion and regulation of free and compulsory basic education to which every child has a right to;

Recognizing that article 28 of the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989)as read together with article 26 of the universal declaration of human rights (1948) and article 17 (1) of the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights provide that free and compulsory basic education is an inalienable child right;

Noting that the [presidents of the republic of Kenya issued a decree that every child has a right to free and compulsory education adding that the government would facilitate for free secondary education;
Concerned that the poverty index in Baringo County is optimally high with many children failing to attend school due to lack of school fees and other amenities leading to frequent school drop outs with other children engaging in illegal activities as opposed to attending school;

Disturbed that the inadequacy of the bursary funds of Kshs.30,000,000 allocated by the County Government to the 30 wards are insufficient and therefore, impossible to fully sponsor the ever growing number of needy and vulnerable children such as orphans, students from poor backgrounds and the disabled;

Now therefore this House urges the Baringo County Government to raise the bursary allotted to the wards from Kshs.30 Million to 270 Million which translates to 0.06% of the equitable share (CRA) approved budget for the 2017/18 financial year of which each ward will get 9Million to cater for bursary needs for the vulnerable children within the respective wards per financial year.

Mr. Speaker I beg to give notice on behalf of Ameja Selemoi MCA Churo Amaya ward thank you.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi):  I commit the notice to the House Business Committee to allocate time for debate in the House. Proceed Hon. Ng’otie on your notice of motion
Hon. Ng’otie: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, before I proceed I congratulate one of our colleague for dressing properly for today. Kudos!
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi):  What is your point of order Hon Member?

Hon. Limo: Mr. Speaker sir it will be prudent for Hon. Ng’otie to mention the said person so that we can recognize him or her.  Thank you.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi):  Hon. Julius Ngotie, give the name.
Hon. Ng’otie: Thank you Mr. Speaker let us applause Hon. Valarie. 
(Applause)

Thank you

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi):  Proceed.
Enhancement of Extension Services to 
Improve Agriculture in the County
Hon. Ng’otie: Mr. Speaker I give notice of motion that;
Aware that the constitution of Kenya provides for the distinct functions of the national and county governments as per the Fourth Schedule of the constitution;

Noting that the objects and principles of devolution set out under articles 174 and 175 of the constitution provide for the promotion of social and economic development and the provision of proximate, easily accessible services throughout Kenya; 

Acknowledging that agriculture is a devolved function as provided for the part 2 to the fourth schedule of the constitution and as such is the backbone to the economy to the County but to the entire nation;

Further acknowledging that there is need to embrace modern technology for proper utilizing and utilization and realization of maximum productivity in agricultural activities;
Disturbed that the lack of advanced agricultural equipment and knowledge has been detrimental to the detrimental to the productivity in the agricultural sector;

Now therefore, pursuant to the above, this House urges the county Government;

1. To enhance extension services to the farmers in all corners of the county,
2. To deploy and equip extension services and experts throughout the County by providing them with motor cycles and vehicles to visit farmers and offer technical services,

3. That AI services should be re-introduced .that allowance for the said personnel factored in the budget as they offer essential services,

4. That the County Government should factor in the supply of subsidized fertilizer in the budget to compliment the national government efforts,

5. That the personnel sent to the field provide periodic reports on the status of agricultural practice in the County.

Mr. Speaker I beg to give notice, thank you.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Very well this is an important notice and I direct the House Business Committee to slot in time to be brought to the House. Next order!
STATEMENTS
Terms of Employment for Employees 
who were Employed During Transition Period

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Hon. Benjamin Koech MCA Lembus Ward to the Chair Labour, and Social Welfare, Children, Youth and Sports. Is the Chair around, Vice Chair or a Member of that Committee?

Hon. Cherus: Mr. Speaker, we are still waiting for the CEC to give us the report. We request up to next week Tuesday.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Hon. Koech, are you satisfied? 

Hon. Koech: Thank you Mr. Speaker, you ruled that the answer should be given on the first week of the Assembly which is today. Somebody should be held responsible. 

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): I agree with you. Vice-chair, can you in your own way find the answer and bring it to this House today in the afternoon. 

Hon. Cherus: I requested up to next week on Tuesday because I have the reason. 

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): What is the reason?

Hon. Cherus: Because our Chair is not around and maybe she has a…

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): No. That is not a valid reason. You are the Vice-chair of the Committee.

Hon. Cherus: I am the Vice-chair and I beg until Tuesday.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): The Chair has stated that it should be brought today at 2:30. We need an undertaking why you can’t bring the answer today.  

(Long silence)

For guidance, you should immediately after this go to the relevant CEC and tell him/her that you have been sent by the House to provide answer at 2:30pm. It’s not up to you to google the answer.  

(Technical Hitch)

Can you go on record. 

Hon. Cherus: I will do so Mr. Speaker.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Very well. What is your point of information?

Hon. Cheboiwo: Thank you Mr. Speaker. There is a collective responsibility and I believe it’s not the role of the Member to look for the CEC but the role of the clerk to write to the CEC and invite him to attend our Committee Meeting. 

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Thank you. That is an addition but in the spirit of the urgency of this matter, it is not an illegality to do that. Hon. Cherus together with the clerk of that Committee can speed up the process as long as we have that answer today at 2:30pm. 

Hon. Cherus: We will do so.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): What is your point of information Hon. Kipchew?

Hon. Kipchew: Thank you Mr. Speaker. Looking at the statement sought by Hon. Koech, we need a comprehensive report on that. I feel that today at 2:30pm might be short time to have the report presented here. I have a different opinion from that of the Chair but I wish that they may be given until tomorrow.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Order Hon. Kipchew!

(Laughter)

You are circumventing my ruling. This question has been here for four months and there is no excuse that giving them more time will help. Members, why are you donating so much luxury to the CECs? You seem to be generous to them at the expense of service delivery. Three months is long for an answer to get to this House. Afternoon at 2.30pm it is!

(Statement Deferred)

Status of ECD construction, Funds Allocation in the County

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi):  Next statement by Hon. Reuben Chepsongol to the Chair Education Vocational Training and ICT. Hon. Tarus, the Vice-chair or any Member of that Committee. Yes, Deputy Majority Leader

Hon. Leparsalach: Thank you Mr. Speaker.  This question has been here for months and there could be a breakdown because I remember we said that we will provide an answer on the first week after recess but I am surprised that we don’t have the answer. I commit to the undertaking and provide the answer or something similar to the answer this afternoon. 

(Laughter)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): That is a good commitment. Do so, so that by 2.30pm we have a commitment. We want the real answer and not something similar to the answer. 

What is your point of order Leader of Minority? 

Hon. Lourien: Mr. Speaker, before we went for recess, there was a Committee going round checking on the status of the ECDs. I thought that the report by the Committee done around October and November would be substantial in support of that question. Is it in order for the Member to state that he will give an answer yet we are waiting for the report in the House?

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): The point of order is valid.
(Hon. Elizabeth stands in her place)
Switch off your mic Hon. Kipsang.
Hon. Elizabeth: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I think we will bring…

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Order!

(Laughter)

It was the Deputy Leader of Majority who made the statement. Proceed. 
Hon. Leparsalach: Thank you Mr. Speaker. It’s true that we went round and made an elaborate report concerning our ECD Centres but there were some gaps. We went round and saw the status of the projects in the entire County…

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Order Member! The point of order was when you will bring the report to the House. Before you debate on the merits and demerits of the report, when are you likely to bring the report?

Hon. Leparsalach: I am trying to explain the difficulties that we are facing at the moment because we designed a form as we wanted to know the year of commencement, amount allocated, and amount paid, and the payment voucher. But to date, those answers have not been supplied.  I said I will endeavor to get an appropriate answer this afternoon because we want to bring an elaborate report and give the actual status on the ground. 

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Yes Hon. Aengwo.
Hon. Aengwo: Thank you. I don’t want to contradict my fellow Committee Member but what he has said is true. It could be prudent if we wait a little longer so that the report of the Committee can also incorporate the question sought by the MCA Bartabwa Ward. No need of duplication because I feel that the answer to this can wait. The report is already written. Only filling of the gaps is remaining.  

(Hon. Tarus enters the Chamber)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): I can see that the Chair of that Committee has just arrived and…

What is your point of order Hon. Lourien?

Hon. Limo: Mr. Speaker, I heard Hon. Aengwo saying that they need more time to prepare for the report. The Committee went for a fact finding which took like three months and they were there over the January long holiday. This report is done by the clerks who can meet the CEC or the CO to inquire some of this information. How long will we give you to get this report? We are impatient so that we can know the status of our ECDs in the County. How long?

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Chair. It’s up for you to respond…

Hon. Tarus: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I want to respond to the Hon. Member that we have written the report but there are some gaps which needs to be field and we have requested for the report from the CEC education, they gave us a report in which the first report was full of errors, it was not giving us the information that we required so we returned and requested for another comprehensive report where they gave another one which was still has many problems which we also returned and we then wrote another letter requesting for proper response which has voucher numbers and the status of the projects.

I would be wrong for us as a committee to bring a report that is full of mistakes and very inconsistent in line with the status of the projects on the ground. Mr. Speaker, we gave the CEC an ultimatum to provide the report by Friday this week.  In about a week or latest two weeks we will bring a comprehensive report to this House and it would be proper for us as a committee to bring a full report so that this House can be able to know how much has been paid for each project. 

 We were only given five projects report in a Ward that amounts to 5 Million but they don’t say how much has been paid, they are supposed to state how much has been paid to each project and its status on the construction.

Mr. Speaker, I would request that the Hon. Members to bear with us and give us a little more time; I believe in two weeks time we should be through and in fact to you Hon. Aengwo, we had a meeting with the committee of Education and we discussed and agreed that we are going to go there if they don’t provide the report.  We will go there as a committee not to fight anybody but to demand for that report because it is quite unfortunate that we get reports which are not complete, thank you Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Commit yourself in terms of dates or day.

Hon. Tarus: Mr. Speaker I would want to say that we will bring the report on Wednesday the other week not this week on 28th Feb 2018 Wednesday, thank you.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Fair enough Wednesday 28th of this month in the afternoon at 2:30pm, I want to rest that case… 
(Statement deferred)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): By the way which other committee did their fact finding apart from the Committee of Education, Vocational training and ICT, because I am made to understand that out of the answers the ministries gave us from respective ministries, we asked the concerned committee to do a fact finding on the erroneous information given and bring a report to this House.  So which other committee apart from that of Education did a fact finding because it seems we are crucifying one committee and the other committees also had the task… what is your point of information?
Hon. Cheboiwo: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I think the Committee of Education went for a fact finding and we as a House want to see their report not the CEC’s report,… yes the question seeks response from the CEC but we also need them to bring their report. What did the committee found on the ground? Mr. Speaker, we are wondering what they went to do because they went for a report writing and here they want the CEC to give them a report, I think the Hon. Member is misleading the House.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): That is another twist… Hon. Aengwo you want to contribute on the same… do you have the blessings from the Chair?

Hon. Aengwo: Yes, you know we are one Mr. Speaker and I just want to inform through the Chair our member that we did our findings, we are not seeking help from the CEC, we only wanted to fill the gaps, let me just give an example, we are building an ECDE class, when it is at the lintel stage one cannot ascertain how much has been paid up to that stage and remember the initial information that we were given some projects were indicated as 100% complete.

Mr. Speaker, we wanted actually to ascertain the actual amount of money that has been paid to that project at that stage so that we can be able to know how far we have gone because some of the projects have been written 100% complete yet some are even at the slab has not been done.  We are not seeking for their help we only need clarification so that when we bring information to this House it will be unchallengeable and factual.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): That is ok, but in case you don’t get replies from the ministry, bring us what you saw because I understand you should be having pictorials and photos and such stuff because in any case your report is more important to this House than the cooked one from elsewhere… proceed

Hon. Aengwo: Thank you Mr. Speaker I think we are going to compel them and if they will not cooperate then the report will be brought by the Chair and we shall table it in this House.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Fair enough… what is your point of order Leader of Majority?
Hon. Kipchumba (Leader of Majority): I think the question here from Hon. Chepsongol only deals with buildings.  I also urge the Chair Hon. Speaker to come with a comprehensive report of the staff because they have a lot of problems in the ground, some were hired and some were fired, some are three some are four, I think we should do it once and for all Mr. Speaker and I urge the Chairman to come with a comprehensive report including the staff.  Thank you very much Mr. Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Chair that is a point of information to you from the Leader of Majority, now would you want to add to your report the staffing part?

Hon. Tarus: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I believe what we will do and because the fact finding mission was meant identify the status of the projects… of cause we have some information about the ECDE teachers but we may not because I would not want to bring a report that is not in tandem with what is in the ground.

Mr. Speaker, we will be bringing the report on the status of the projects only as at now but we are preparing the other report on the ECDE teachers, remember we got much of this information from the ECDE centers but we are not going to bring that one as at now, thank you Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Ok… yes Hon. Julius Ng’otie

Hon. Ng’otie: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I need your guidance on an issue which I raised about three months ago directed to the Majority Leader and it seems it is the same as the one we are handling now.  I have not gotten the answer up to now; four months down the line Mr. Speaker sir. I need your guidance Mr. Speaker sir on how I should go about it.

Mr. Speaker, there was an incident which happened which involved a young child and I have asked that question in the House and even outside this House but it looks like I will not get a response any soon, it is only recently that we did the appointments of the CECs.  I am wondering whether they are competent because even the Chairman of Education Committee is complaining that they are not getting information from the CEC after taking back three times.  I don’t know what is happening; kindly give us guidance on this matter. What happens when one asks for a statement then the response is not received within a specific period time and what action should be taken? Thank you Mr. Speaker sir.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Thank you, actually the member is asking about an archive of a question that has not been answered, is that right? Was it answered or was it not implemented…

Hon. Ng’otie: You had given direction for it to be answered but it has not been answered till now, it has always been postponed where the member use to request for two days, two weeks and I am now trying to bring it to the light so that I may get the answer in the next session Mr. Speaker sir because it is a serious thing which touches on lives Mr. Speaker and that is how serious it is Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Before he respond I would want to get a commitment from committee on implementation to seriously track down on statements made in this House, Motions and Bills and give us a report that which one have been abandoned along the way, which ones are dead along the way and which ones are hanging along the way and one of them is yours and secondly the House Business Committee also should help track down those questions that were made and were not dispensed… what is it Mheshimowa? I am seeing you are pressing your microphone is it a point of order or information…

(Laughter)

Hon. Ng’otie: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I am rising on a point of appreciation concerning the Committee on Implementation that I am waiting for the names of those CECs who are not giving the right answers because we are there to implement those… and we are going to summon and you know when the Committee on Implementation summons then you know it is the last one and it is going to be very tough and also those Chairmen who have been given statements to respond and do not give response on time will also be summoned.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.

(Laughter)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Selemoi): Very well and by the way as much as were are hard on the CECs and the Executive on not providing answers, we should also be hard on chairpersons of committees who have received a statement from a member and do not swiftly bring the requisite answers to this House.  Thank you Hon. Julius Ng’otie for that and I can see you are on top of things with your Chairman.
ADJOURNMENT

Order! The House is adjourned until today 2:30pm.
The House rose at 10:56 am
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