BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD

The House met on 21st Wednesday 2018 at 9:44 AM
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina) in Chair

PRAYERS
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Clerk.
STATEMENTS

Government Response to Blown Off Roof at Sambaka Primary School

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Statement 001 of 2018 Hon. Kipruto Kimosop MCA Mochongoi Ward. Is it a new question? 
Hon. Kimosop: No it is not a new question I do not need to repeat reading it. The Majority Leader should proceed.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Thank you Hon. Leparsalach proceed.

(Hon Leparsalaach presents the statement on behalf of the Majority Leader)

Hon. Leparsaalaach: Thank you Madam Speaker, I rise to give an answer to the question brought by Hon. Kipruto Kimosop,  MCA Mochongoi Ward.
The answer to his first question is yes I am aware that Sambaka Primary School…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order! For the benefit of the Whole House, it is good to highlight the question then you answer.

Hon. Leparsalaach: Question one is if am aware that the roof of Sambaka Primary school in Mochongoi Ward was blown off by strong winds in the course of last week in effect taking off iron sheets thus endangering the learners and the neighboring residents in the area? Yes I am aware that Sambaka Primary School roof was blown off by strong winds.

Two, if further aware that County Government department in charge of disaster risk management was alerted immediately yet no action has been taken so far;

Yes, a request letter was received at the office of the disaster risk management from Hon. Kipruto Kimosop on Thursday 15th Feb. 2108 while on Wednesday a statement was tabled in the County Assembly.

Question three states, what plans and measures do the County Government through the office of the deputy governor have to effectively and expeditiously take to respond to disasters in the aforementioned area in order to alleviate the suffering being experienced by the school?
It is important to note that Schedule Four of the Constitution of Kenya (2010) provides disasters as a shared function between National and County Government. However upon receipt of information, a team of officers from disaster risk management and Mochongoi Ward Administrator visited the school on Saturday 17th Feb 2018 to do a rapid assessment hence found out the extent of the damage.

The County Executive Disaster Management Committee met on 19th Feb. 2018 and approved purchase of construction materials that is iron sheets for the school. The purchase will be done and taken to school after procurement process is done by the treasury.
The last question is what plans or level of preparedness is the disaster management department giving in response to disaster generally in the County?

The Constitution of Kenya 2010 provides disaster as a shared function between the National and County Government. His Excellency the Governor appointed Disaster Management Committee on 26th January 2018. This is the highest decision making organ as provided by the Public Finance Management Act (PFM) and the Baringo County Regulations 2015 to facilitate approvals and guidance. Thank you Madam Speaker. 
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Kipruto Kimosop are you satisfied?

Hon. Kimosop: Thank you Majority Leader, the answer is a bit comprehensive. I confirm that a team went to the ground. What I do not agree is the issue of procurement process because pupils are learning outside while others are inside but fear that the same will befell them.
What puzzles me is where it is written a request letter was received at the office of the disaster risk management from Hon. Kipruto Kimosop on Thursday 15th Feb. 2108 while on Wednesday a statement was tabled in the County Assembly.

Madam Speaker, I have not written any letter at all to the mentioned offices. This is a total lie. I only Whatsupped the images sent to me from the ground to the concerned offices at every stage and gave them information on what was happening in the ground.
We have the Ward Administrator on the ground and they help in coordinating activities of the County Government. He went to bring a team of disaster to assess the damage…
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Kimosop, this is a statement and if you feel that you are not satisfied, you seek further clarification from the Majority Leader so that he can respond accordingly.
Hon. Kimosop: Majority Leader, this is a document that will go into record of HANSARD. Clarify the lie that; ‘I wrote a letter.’
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina):  Majority Leader!
Hon. Leparsalaach: Thank you Madam Speaker, I seek time until today afternoon so that I bring a comprehensive report about the letter maybe it was delivered by a resident or a teacher.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina):  Hon. Leparsalaach do you admit that you are part and parcel of those who cooked lies?
Hon. Leparsalaach: No I have not admitted in any way but I will find out whether there was a letter or not. The statement reads that there was a letter while the Honourable Member is  denying for not writing a letter, maybe someone wrote it. I will report this in the afternoon.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina):   Yes, Point of order?
Hon. Limo: Madam Speaker, this answer is replica of the question I sought last week. They have only edited some parts. I wrote a letter to the disaster management concerning the issue of Chewara not it  was not Hon. Kimosop.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina):   Had you noticed that this is a purely copy paste of yesterday’s response? Hon. Kimosop.
Hon. Kimosop: Madam Speaker you should take leadership and give guidance on this because if the information is copy pasted, there is no truth on the procurement part. This is an incompetency;  all information should be accurate at all times.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Leparsalaach.
Hon. Leparsalaach: Madam Speaker, both questions were inter-related because it involved wind blowing roofs in schools. The answers are not different but the issue is, if Hon. Kimosop did not write a letter. I will apologize in the afternoon if this will be an error. In the answer of Hon. Limo it was not mentioned of any site visit that was done in Hon. Kimosop Ward of whom he admitted that he was informed of the team which was on the ground assessing the damage.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Members any information brought to this House need to be factual before read in the House. If the information is not correct, it needs to be taken back to the CEC. The Majority Leader to bring another statement in the afternoon together with the statement of Chewara primary school because they are the same issues. Inform the CEC on how fast the procurement processes can these pupils can be served and given justice because funds are there.
Hon. Leparsalaach: I oblige and do as directed.
Water Hyacinth on Lake Baringo and Lake 94

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): It is well ordered next statement from Hon. Leparsalaach MCA Ilchamus Ward. Is it a new question Mheshimiwa? Hon. Mailuk.
Hon. Mailuk: Thank you Madam Speaker, I rise to answer the questions raised by Hon. Leparsaalach . The first question stating that…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order Member! Do you have statement being read?
Hon. Mailuk: Sorry Madam Speaker, they are still serving the papers in ten minutes time.
Hon. Limo: It is procedural for the Hon. Member to wait until all Members get the statement for us to go through together. Madam Speaker you can suspend this statement until afternoon.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): I can see papers being supplied. Hon. Mailuk can you explain why the House could not be supplied with statement before?
Hon. Mailuk: Thank you Madam Speaker we received the response 30 minutes ago and we did not want to postpone this statement until afternoon or tomorrow.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Go ahead.
Hon. Mailuk: Madam Speaker, the questions were:

i. If I am aware that water hyacinth has infested Lake Baringo and Lake 94? In response; the Department is aware of the above invasion. Water hyacinth (Eichhorniacrassipes) is a water weed which is alien to our County. The weed is very invasive and can colonize a given fresh water body within a very short time if not curbed. The weed has since invaded our three fresh water lakes; Baringo, Kichirtit and even Kapnarok all of which are our fragile wetland ecosystem.

ii. If I am aware that the hyacinth in the aforementioned lakes has posed a great risk to the livelihood of most residents who carry out fishing? In response; the department is aware that the resource is the major food basket to the residents. Apart from the fish resources, the Lake also provides other livelihood sources to the locals like Tourism and tour services. 

iii. If I am further aware that due to the extensive coverage of the vegetation on the surface of the lake, domestic animals are endangered by the crocodiles that hide beneath them? In response; the Department is aware of the above concern. Human/wildlife conflict problem exist everywhere even without water hyacinth, but this shall be curbed once the weed is managed. Water hyacinth remains to be a very bad invasive weed but not a vegetation 

iv. If I am further aware that due to the extensive coverage of the hyacinth, fish breeding in the aforementioned areas is hampered thus leading to the reduction of the number of fish in the area consequently affecting the economic activity of the fishers? In response; the department is aware of the above problem and more other related troubles. The weed is very much invasive and can engulf all the fishing water ways and destruct the fish breeding sites, especially around the mouth of River Perkerra, Molo and OlArabel Rivers, which are major breeding sites for the fish. It can further reduce light penetration into the water surfaces thereby reducing the rate of aeration. 

v. What measures is the County Government taking to ensure that the water hyacinth menace is eradicated and the affected farmers are supported in their fishing activities? In response; Water hyacinth is known to be one of the exotic species in the Globe which has brought in difficulties in its management. The County Government is committed through the concerted efforts of key stakeholders, partners, community and well-wishers to remove the hyacinth in the wetland. The major steps taken are as follows:

a) As a result of numerous site visits made to the affected Lakes to do assessment, the department together with the key stakeholders mentioned below, initiated a technical working committee in a meeting held at Tamarind Hotel on 14th September 2016, to gear up the way forward on the eradication/management of the weed in our wetlands. The team constitute of members/stakeholders from; office of the Deputy Governor (Disaster Unit), Department of Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife, Kenya Wildlife Service, NEMA, County Department of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, Sub County Administration (Baringo South), Water Resource Management Authority (WARMA), ASDSP (Drought Resilience), BMU overall Chairman and the Chief of the target area who should be in-attendance.

From April, 2016 to date series of meetings have been held on the effective management strategies of the weed and that three Budget proposals were developed and submitted to various possible donors including FAO and GDC.

b) County department of Fisheries procured some boats to aid removal of the weed manually and to restock fish fingerlings in the lakes, (the actual number of fingerlings can be provided by the department of Fisheries). This will boost the livelihoods of the people living within the vicinity of these wetland resources.

c) Other partners whom proposals have been written and submitted to are; Deputy Governor’s office (Disaster Management Unit), World Food Programme (WFP), Tullow Oil Company and Kenya Wildlife Service. The County Disaster Management Unit (Deputy Governor’s office) allocated Kshs. 500,000 in the same year to jump start the manual removal of the weed, which was conducted in October 2016 and it was very successful, they were also promising more allocation to address the menace, but since then, there has been no more allocation from the unit.
d) The Department is further committed into formulating the County Wetlands Conservation and Management Policy and plans which will be wetlands management tool in our County. This plan is being formulated currently for Lake Bogoria in collaboration with KWS, Endorois Council and the community and this tool shall be used to guide the management of other lakes within the County. However, the Beach Management Units (BMU’s), site managers and the local communities have been in front line in manually removing the weed regularly. 

e) The department is closely working with KWS to control human wildlife conflicts caused by the crocodiles since the invasion of the weed. Our advice is that in collaboration with locals, cases of attacks should be reported immediately so that the County department of agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries and Kenya Wildlife Service can solve the problem. 

f) The County department of Environment in collaboration with the fisheries department is also working to strengthen the enforcement of Fisheries Act CAP 378 PART II Article 5 Section 1(f) on the control of the introduction into, or harvesting or removal from, any Kenya fisheries water of any Aquatic plant. 

g) The department has also allocated funds in the 2017/18 Financial Year to aid in the control and removal of the weed within the County. Feasibility studies have been conducted and budgets have been developed requesting for the disbursement of the funds to implement the activity. 

In conclusion, the department is determined in delivering its mandate to the residents of Baringo. Nationally, the weed has been a problem to eradicate and if measures are not taken early enough, our wetlands will lose their Ecological, economic, socio-cultural and aesthetic values. Therefore, our kind request to the Members of the County Assembly to support the initiatives to be put in place towards the management/eradication of the weed alongside other invasive weeds like Prosopis Juliflora (Mathenge). One of the requests is the support on allocation of more funds in 2018/19 FY to control the spread of the menace by the weed.   
Madam Speaker, in addition, as you have heard through the statement that I have read, this is a World’s challenge. In Kenya, water hyacinth was first introduced in 1980 in Lake Victoria with its origin being South America in Amazon Basin. We need to try our best to use the biological means reduce it because we cannot spray pesticides to eradicate it because we will end up lake inhabitants.  Lake Naivasha and Turkana have water hyacinth too.

(Applause)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Leparsaalach, are you satisfied?

Hon. Leparsalach: Not quite Hon. Speaker. I thank the Hon. Member for a lengthy and comprehensive answer but in essence, there are some few issues that they have underscored. One, in my third question where I asked if he is aware that due to the extensive coverage of the vegetation on the surface of the lake, domestic animals are endangered, he said yes, Human/wildlife conflict problem exist everywhere even without water hyacinth. When there is no water hyacinth, domestic animals can see what is in the Lake and will run away; when they see a crocodile. The conflict is more when the water surface is covered. 
Two, the seriousness of the department when it allocated Kshs. 500,000 in 2016 and to date, no more allocation has been done. That shows that it is not ready to tackle the menace though the Hon. Member admits that it is a countrywide challenge. If it’s a challenge, it should be budgeted annually and that would reflect the seriousness of the County to fight the menace. 

Third,  that the site managers and local communities have been on the frontline in manually removing the weed that is a total lie.  Because when they get into the lake covered with the water hyacinth, their lives will be more endangered. In fact, the best way of removing it as done in 2016, is removing them while on a motor boat. 

Madam Speaker, we need to be more serious on this issue because it really affects the livelihood of the people living around Lake Baringo and other areas as mentioned.   

(Applause)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): This is indeed a comprehensive response. Yes Hon. Bowen. 
Hon. Bowen:Thank you Madam Speaker. The issue by Hon. Leparsaalach affects all Lakes with Kamnarok being one of them. This comprehensive response will guide us in knowing the procedures and organizations that incorporate together to ensure eradication.  The Chairman has stated that this is a menace but I am glad that the Ministry has tried its best. I think in 2017/18 there is a budget allocated for the removal of the weed and it should be continuous across all Lakes.  The report is comprehensive and we only need to make some corrections so that the Ministry can save the Lakes. Thank you. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Bowen, I almost stopped you but because of your age, I just allowed you to continue. Are you a Member of Environment Committee? 

Hon. Bowen: Yes
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): So you were just adding to what the Chairman said. Members, note that this is a statement and any contribution is when seeking a clarification from the rest of the Members. Hon. Elizabeth.
(Technical Hitch)

Try another microphone. Move to where the Minority Leader is. 
Hon. Elizabeth: Thank you Madam Speaker. I congratulate Scholar for giving us a comprehensive answer which is the best of all answers that we have got in this House.  

(Applause)
Hon. Limo (Minority Leader): Clarification Madam Speaker. That is one word.
(Laughter)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes, Clarification?
Hon. Limo (Minority Leader): Because I have the Mic Madam Speaker, I think this is one of the comprehensive statements that we have received in this House. As I was perusing my Web, I found out how water hyacinth is controlled in Lake Victoria. They controlled it from 20,000 acres to 2,000 acres just because they used the biological way. There are biologically generated weevils that are taken to the Lakes so that they can consume the hyacinth. It will be good if the Chairman Environment can seek how it is done and implement that in our Lakes. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Members, I had earlier mentioned that you should seek a clarification on what is not clear on the statement. There is no debate. Hon. Mailuk, Chair Environment together with the Committee Members should take up this matter further and ensure that there is allocation of resources because if you look at this issue, strategies have been laid down well on how to dismantle this menace but there are no resources. Also to the other Committees, anything that is brought to the House should be followed further to make sure that it is addressed to the core. 

So Hon. Mailuk you know Baringo County has three fresh water lakes and all of them have been invaded and it is impacting negatively so why don’t you take up this matter with your Committee seriously.

Also we take note of what Hon. Elizabeth had said that this is the most comprehensive answer that we have received and we encourage all the other CECs to give comprehensive answers so that we don’t take them back and forth. Clerk!
MOTION

Issuance of Allotment Letters

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Charles Kosgei.

Hon. Kosgei: Thank you Madam Speaker. Aware that the Constitution of Kenya under Article 60 of Kenyan Constitution provides for the principle of land policy in Kenya;

Acknowledging that, the preamble of the National Land Commission Act, 2012 seeks to give effect to the objects and principles of devolved Government in land management and administration, and for connected purposes;

Concerned that, the allotment letters given by the defunct local authorities have become redundant and therefore cannot be used in the cases of transfer of land as demonstrated in the case of Mogotio Ward where residents do not have allotment letters from the National Land Commission leading to a backlog since 2013 hence hampering development;

Disturbed that, if the situation is not addressed there will be a looming crisis of land tussles which will lead to bad blood relationship between residents;

Now therefore, this motion urges the County Government to fast track the issuance of allotment letters to the residents so that land transactions can be effected without hitches.

I beg to move. 

Madam Speaker this is a problem that has persisted since 2013 whereby members who bought plots or sell plots are frustrated since they cannot develop. Buyers believe they have been shortchanged by the sellers and thus there is a looming fight between them.

Plans  cannot be approved by the County because those who bought the plots have no allotment letters from the National Land Commission. Sub- County Administrators have no answers why the transfers cannot be effected. Madam Speaker, I beg to move this motion and request Hon. Lemlem to second. Thank you.

Hon. Lemlem: Thank you Madam Speaker. I second this motion and before that I seek to move amendments on the same.

(Laughter)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order! You were called upon to second. so the procedure is you first second and then you will move amendments through another Member because you are just allowed to contribute once in a motion.  You can save your contributions till later but for now you can just second by bowing.

(Hon. Lemlem bowed)

Okay Members the question has been moved and seconded.  

(Question Proposed)

Debate is open. Yes Hon. Valarie.

Hon. Valarie: Thank you Madam Speaker. I support the motion and before that,  on a light note as I went through my social media in the morning, I saw that one of our Hon. Member is having a birthday today and I saw it prudent since the other day I was also applauded by one Hon. Member.  It is a birthday for Hon. Kipruto Kimosop and the House and I wish him a blessed happy birthday.

(Applause)

Madam Speaker I support this motion because I am aware that the people who do not have title deeds cannot access loans from banks hence hindering the development. I also wish to buy a plot and people in Mogotio Ward and the people do not have the title deeds they cannot develop their property. Mr Speaker, urgent measures need to be taken. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes Hon. Cheboiwo.
Hon. Cheboiwo: Thank you Madam Speaker. Actually this motion has come at the right time. Many people from 2013 up to now have changed plots or have sold to different people. One plot might have been sold to about 3 to 4 people. 

They usually pay transfer fee which is meaningless because you pay the transfer fee and there is no transfer done. Madam Speaker you know when you sell a plot to someone and you know land appreciates daily and if the change of ownership of the plot hasn’t been done, complaints might arise because the person who sold the plot might also sell to another person because the name still remains his or hers. 

Madam Speaker it is prudent that the Land Commission here in Baringo work urgently and save the people because such areas like Mogotio or Marigat for example those people need to develop those towns and there is no way the plan of the development can be approved by the County departments of land or infrastructure without the allotment letter that indicates that the plot belongs to so and so.

Madam Speaker, we are losing a lot by giving money to the County Government in form of transfers because every transfer earns the County a lot of money. 

Even the surveyors when visiting the plots with the buyers there is also some amount to be paid. I support this motion and I urge the relevant department, the Chairperson of lands, the CEC and the CO and the land secretary here in Kabarnet to work speedily so that we can change our centers like Mogotio.

The other neighboring town to Mogotio is Nakuru which is growing faster than this other side of Baringo simply because the land here in Mogotio is not used for anything like transaction of loans as securities and so on. 

So people decides to move to the other side because you can own the land, and you can have guarantors for loans.  Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Thank you. Yes Hon. Siriti.
Hon. Siriti: Thank you Madam Speaker. I support the motion by saying that it is not only in Mogotio facing this issue but also in the entire Baringo County. What we are doing is buying land and developing even without title deeds.

I am a Member of the Committee of Lands and we recently had a meeting with the commissioner of lands and she told us that the County Government of Baringo is contributing much to this issue because there is no allocation of money, there are no vehicles in the ministry of lands. 

She told us that her office is so much disabled although she willing to do her work but she is unable because the support from County is not there. I urge the Baringo County through this House to support the ministry of lands so that the officers will be able to do their work. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes Hon. Tarus.
Hon. Tarus: Thank you Madam Speaker. I wish to support this motion and just as the other Members have contributed you will find that the issue of title deeds is a real problem in Baringo and I would wish that as we deal with Mogotio we also expand to other towns.

Also in the remote areas where land adjudication had been done but there are no title deeds and on the same note  you will also find that if this is not done then there is no development that can be done on this piece of land. 

Take for example we have this towns where if you do not have an allotment letter and you have developed it then tomorrow you are told that there is a road that is supposed to pass there or there is a public utility to be put up on that parcel of land. 

You will find that if you have done the development then such structures will be demolished and that will be a great loss to our people instead of developing them we are pulling them down. I would wish that this House in the next budget we need to allocate money to the lands department so that they can fast track the allocation of the plots and also issue title deeds so that people can develop their properties. Otherwise this motion has come at the right time and we need to adopt it. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes Hon. Julia Kandie.
Hon. Julia Kandie: Thank you Madam Speaker. I support this motion. This motion should be extended to Baringo as a whole because it is a matter touching the whole County. For example in Marigat a place like Endao there were some people who were supposed to be compensated but because they don’t have title deeds or allotment letters they lost they land and they were not compensated. 

Such cases are also experienced in Marigat where people quarrel a lot because of land issues due to lack of title deeds and allotment letters.  I think Hon. Lemlem who is the area MCA has a lot of problems with those people. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Thank you. Yes Hon. Kipchew.
Hon. Kipchew: Thank you Madam Speaker. I support the motion. It has also come at the right time. I know Mogotio is a very old center and what has been mentioned here is a very valid question that allotment letters cannot be transferred.

I tend to believe this allotment letters that were issued by the former County Government were very valid documents and being used together with that there must be also a register showing the owners of the plots. 

Madam Speaker,  I might not be very sure whether the Mogotio area is under lease hold or free hold and that question might not be answered here but I tend to believe that our Chairman of lands will take up the matter because what we are interested in is the revenue. 

If we are not getting revenue we cannot operate, I have also heard that there is an issue of budget.  Lands department should be given proper budget so that we do survey and make proper planning in all centers in Baringo County and by doing  so enough revenue will be collected.  

To collect revenue of Kshs. 1.2 million in Baringo County will take 7 years and we are sitting on revenue denying money to go to some areas or departments which at the end of the day will give us good revenue. 

My suggestion Madam Speaker is that proper budget be given to the ministry of lands and it should be urgent. Secondly,  I seek clarification if every center could be given a budget for example Mogotio so that the person in charge in that area or the person working for the Government doesn’t  meet the target then we will ask him/her why. We must provide proper tools for that particular person to attain the target. Thank you Madam Speaker. 
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Yes Hon. Ngotie.
Hon. Ngotie: Thank you Madam Speaker, I arise to support this motion. As the Chairman of Implementation.  I want to commit myself that immediately you pass this motion that is important to the County Government of Baringo, I am going to fast track and make sure that there are results within the required time to see that we benefit from this motion. Thank you Madam Speaker

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Before I go to the rest of the members to contribute let’s hear the amendment by Hon. Nixon Lemlem.

Hon. Lemlem: Thank you Madams Speaker I rise to move amendment on this motion and first of all,  I must say that this is a wonderful motion and it has come at the right time. The main issue on development is lack of legal document for land. Specifically as a case which is in Mogotio and it is even worse in Marigat town where we have a thousand allocation and all of them belong to the defunct County council. It has become a bit difficult for the members of Marigat town to do transactions. I am one of them, I acquired a plot in 2014 and I have not gotten the legal framework of transferring because it is not a recognized document. There are so many people who have plots and they don’t have allotment letters which makes the County Government to loose money in terms of rates.

I rise to move amendment on part number three;  that concerned that the allotment letters given to the defunct local authorities have become redundant and therefore cannot be used in the case of transfer of land as demonstrated in the case of Mogotio by inserting the word in the case of Mogotio and Marigat Ward where residents do not have allotment letters from the National Land Commission leading to a backlog since 2013. This is to take care of the residents of Marigat town. I beg to move the amendment. Thank you madam Speaker.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Anyone seconding your amendment 

Hon. Lemlem: I request Hon. Cornelius to support.

Hon. Cornelius: Thank you madam Speaker for giving me this opportunity. Before I second the amendment this is a problem for the entire Baringo County, we have Mogotio, Marigat, Timboroa , Lembus Ward, we have Mumberes Maji Mazuri specifically Maji Mazuri, we have Shauri in Eldama Ravine and all those. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order! This is Madam Speaker and the way you have moved it is like you want to make an amendment to an amendment. Are you seconding the amendment or making amendment to the amendment? 

Hon. Cornelius: I am seconding the amendment. I stand to second the amendment to this motion thank you. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): You have heard of the amendment whereby in the third paragraph where we have concerned the allotment letter by the defunct local authorities have become redundant and therefore cannot be used in cases of transfer of lands as demonstrated in the case of Mogotio Ward. So you want to add Mogotio and Marigat Ward so that it reads in the case of Mogotio and Marigat Ward

(Question on amendement put and negatived)
It means the amendment has not gone through. So the motion remains as it was. If there are other further amendments the Speaker can still allow before we dispose off this motion. Hon. Bowen.
Hon. Bowen: Thank you very much madam Speaker.  This motion is very clear that Hon. Kosgei talked of the defunct County Councils of Baringo where it gave some allocation letters to all centres in Baringo. It is not only one centre and if we start with Mogotio, or we go to Marigat then where are other centres in Baringo that were allocated the same letters. This thing affects the whole County. So for this reason we say Mogotio and the rest centres of Baringo County because it has been affected. No centre has a title deed. 
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Order member! Point of information, Hon. Bowen do you want the information? 

Hon. Bowen: Yes.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Ok go ahead.

Hon. Ngotie: Thank you Hon. Bowen. I don’t know whether my English is failing me but I don’t think we need any amendment on this motion because is just a case which means it affects the entire County. The word as demonstrated in the case of Mogotio it is just an example. Hon. Kosgei requires allotment letters for all County of Baringo not only Mogotio but as a case in that area. Thank you madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Point of clarification Hon. Kimosop.
Hon. Kimosop: Madam Speaker,  I want to thank the Hon Colleagues for showering me with the birthday wishes. I officially tuned 37 years today. There is an area that I am wondering maybe a clarification from my brother Chako on the allotment letters that were given by the defunct local authorities. Are the letters invalid or it is the local authorities alone that is defunct. Maybe we need that clarification because I thought the letters that were given out are not invalid, they are still valid. It is the local authorities itself that is defunct. 

On the amendment that my brother moved, I think the mood of this motion is that it touches the whole County because we have land messes everywhere. I agree that we may not really need an amendment because as demonstrated in the case of Mogotio does not leave out the other parts of the County. For your guidance Madam Speaker as colleagues,… because we will be bringing a lot of these motions let us try to widen the scope of these motions  while we have a duty to focus on our wards let us try to also look at the wider County. Let us try to consult ourselves so that once we have a motion it is comprehensive.  we don’t have go back to it again. Thank you Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon Bowen you may continue.
Hon. Bowen: What is very clear is that I was a Chairman for town planning and marketing during the defunct County Council of Baringo. All letters that were allotted to citizens are still valid. What is remaining is the centres have to be surveyed by the ministry of lands so that titles can be given out. Anybody without a letter from the defunct County Council of Baringo still has a case to answer on how he acquired the land. People who have the letter are operating businesses without being cautioned by the ministry of lands. 

We need to say that it is Mogotio and the other parts of Baringo County so that we can ask for money. I have been to the ministry of lands asking why Kapluk has not been surveyed and they said there is no money from Baringo County. So it is still the same problem; it is this Honourable House that will allocate money to the ministry of lands and then we have many surveyors assigned in Mogotio, Marigat, Eldama Ravine, Nginyang, Barwessa, Kabartonjo and other areas that have not been visited. I think Baringo will now have business and they will be able to pay rent and have Baringo County Assembly working. Without the surveyors going round even if you have that letter it is still useless ;you will never have a title deed until Jesus comes.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): So Hon Bowen are you saying that the allotment letters are invalid? 

Hon. Bowen: I want to say the letters ....

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Bowen,  I think you have more information. When you say the papers are useless …
Hon. Bowen: I want to say the allotment letters are very important because they will attract the surveyors to go round and from there you will pay a certain fee and the National Lands Commission will give you a title deed. So the letters are valid.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Point of information?
Hon. Bowen: Well, I don’t require any information because I am telling you the truth of the matter; the letters are valid.

(Laughter)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon Bowen with due respect Hon. Cheboiwo was also a councilor like you and he may be having some information. The Chair has allowed the information. So Hon. Cheboiwo.

Hon. Cheboiwo: Thank you Madam Speaker, I learned that there are two situations in this motion. There are those areas which have not been planned and beacons placed. There are those towns which have been planned, allotment letters have been issued but people have sold those lands to different parties and they need to be transferred to those parties. In our case the local authority’s allotment has been quiet until the County Government produces its own title deeds  through the National Lands Commission. It is actually valid for the ownership but you cannot use those allotment letters to transact any business. You can sell it but you await for the land commission to come and transfer it and give the next owner or validate that allotment letter from the local authorities to the County Government. Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): You wind up Hon. Bowen but I think it is the same information.

Hon. Bowen: I want to thank the former councilor who is the Hon member because the information is the same. Planning by the ministry of lands is necessary. I think that place is a little bit different and there are no allotments and for that matter Mogotio needs to be visited as a centre and other areas. Otherwise we want to start with Mogotio then the other parts of Baringo where such title deeds have not been given. Thank you very much.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Point of information Hon Nixon?
Hon. Lemlem: Thank you Madam Speaker,  I rise on a point of information for this House. The pain of not having an allotment letter, the pain of land disputes can only be understood by members whose Wards traverse around towns. As I speak now, I receive calls even at night. People want to kill each other because of disputes on plots. Marigat town is a case study. When I inserted the word Marigat town I was considering the urgency that it desrves. I agree,  this is an issue of a County matter and probably the amendment should capture the entire County but focus should now shift to Mogotio, Marigat, Chemolingot and Kabartonjo towns. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina):Order member! Are you sure you are not circumventing to contribute twice?   

Hon. Lemlem: No Madam Speaker.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Okay your information has been received. We have another amendment but before I give the mover of that amendment let’s hear from Hon. 

(Technical Hitch)

Hon. Elizabeth I think technology has refused you.  You may need to move. Move to where the Majority Leader is seated.
Hon. Elizabeth: Okay, Madam Speaker,  I am here to support the motion and I have three points that I want to bring up. One people have allotment letters and this will enhance transparency and cost effectiveness on the administration of land and plots. 
Secondly it is also encouraging communities to settle land disputes because if people have allotment letters it will reduce disputes on plots and land. 
Thirdly, there is a lot of encroachment on public and private land. If the residents of Baringo County are given allotment letters bearing their names we are going to reduce encroachment and we shall have peace.

If you see the case of Mogotio and maybe Marigat,  the Hon members from those areas are really complaining that they don’t sleep at night. To break this yoke of sleepless nights from our Hon members, we have to move with speed and ensure that the National Lands Commission takes up its responsibility. At the same time we don’t have enough surveyors and that is our key and major problem. If we can allocate money to the ministry of land so that we can at least have six surveyors in this County,  I think it will speed up this process. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Let’s hear the amendment moved by Hon. Sam Limo Lourien, member for Tirioko.
Hon. Limo: Thank you Madam Speaker I think the refusal of the first amendment was because members have interests of the entire County. I am rising to put an amendment that concerned that the allotment letters given by the defunct local authorities have become redundant and therefore cannot be used in the cases of transfer of land as demonstrated by the case of Mogotio Ward and the entire Baringo County where the entire County is the amendment where residents do not have allotment letters from the National Lands Commission leading to backlog since 2013 hence hampering development. 
Then Madam Speaker you will also notice that this will inform the last paragraph where by… now therefore this motion urges the County Government to fast track the issuance of the allotment letters to the residents of Baringo County so that the land transactions can now be effected without hitches, that is the amendment Madam Speaker and I call upon Hon. Kimosop to second.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Kimosop.
Hon. Kimosop: Madam Speaker I rise to second this amendment and as it can be seen the mood of the House is that this is a good motion which we all support.  These challenges are rampant across the County, probably Mogotio and Marigat for now are a manifest but this is just the tip of the ice but basically there are problems everywhere.  So for us to utilize this motion in pushing issues across this County, we should insert and include the entire County and I think it is self explanatory.  Thank you Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Okay, I don’t think we need to debate on the amendment but I will put the question to the amendment, this amendment is basically same as the amendment moved by Hon. Nixon Lemlem only that instead of inserting Marigat the mover of the amendment has inserted the entire parts of Baringo County so that the words “and the entire parts of Baringo County is inserted immediately after Mogotio. So we will have that paragraph read “Concerned that the allotment letters given by the defunct local authorities have become redundant and therefore cannot be used in the cases of transfer of land as demonstrated in the case of Mogotio and the entire parts of Baringo County where residents do not have allotment letters from the National Land Commission leading to a backlog since 2013 hence hampering development.

(Question on amendment put and agreed to)
(Applause)

The motion will proceed as amended, so it will be in the case of Mogotio and the entire parts of Baringo County.  Hon. Leparsalaach.
Hon. Leparsalaach: Thank you Madam Speaker, I am a member of Lands Committee and we have actually deliberated on several occasions regarding the problems the residents of Baringo County are facing when it comes to matters of plots. Madam Speaker there are about two big challenges in the entire Baringo County,  one, there are residents of  given towns that is Marigat, Mogotio and others who have land, they have plots that are developed but they don’t have allotment letters since the defunct County Councils were in place.

Problem number two,  are people who have allotment letters but they don’t have land, those problems existed during the County Council times, now the big challenge these problems have not been resolved for that long time;  is it number on lack of man power, in fact in the entire Baringo County we don’t have enough qualified technical personnel to assist in carrying out these works; the second is low budgeting, in fact a town like Kabarnet is allocated less than four million in a year, that is peanuts compared with the workload within the town.

Madam Speaker, Marigat is actually a fast growing town and it doesn’t have a budget.  I am even surprised that even in the supplementary budget,  Marigat is not featuring anywhere and in fact I will even ask Hon. Lemlem to take that one as a big problem because Marigat town now is fit to have a town administrator but it doesn’t have because of lack of budget. Another problem is the planning of our centers, development comes after planning but you find that in places like Endao as Hon. Kandie mentioned, planning is done after the development of center; places like Illng’arua, planning is done after the development has already been done.  This has brought about so many problems because you find somebody is already there he doesn’t have an allotment letter and to remove him from there becomes a big problem.

So Madam Speaker, I really support this motion and urge members that while we are trying to push the National Lands Commission and the department, we also need to support them to have a proper budget in our towns and enable them to employ more manpower to make sure that whatever they want to undertake is done by professional people who are able to put things where they are supposed to be.  I beg to support the motion. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Cheserem. 

Hon. Cheserem: Thank you Madam Speaker, I rise to support this motion and I wish also to begin by giving information that during the CIDP meetings, part of the things we were proposing is issues of land especially the physical planning. It is also upon residents of every Ward to propose and put in the plan money meant for physical planning otherwise if people from a specific town are not able to agree to do the physical plan of their centers or their towns, it will be of no much efforts if we pass this motion.  People need to agree on what they want for their town.

Madam Speaker, I also support this motion because most of our towns are experiencing a lot of land grabbing; you find that places which have already been allocated sewages are occupied just because money which is supposed to do the planning is not yet allocated. Madam Speaker, we also have a problem of the way land in Baringo is assigned; we have group ranches, free hold land and currently the group ranches do not have titles and some of them move to change to free hold and the ministry of land are delaying in giving title deeds...

We also have problems in some areas where we have boundary disputes and this has delayed others.  I really wish to request members of various Wards to agree on the physical plans of the towns or centers that they are sharing so that when money is allocated,  it will not idle because of the disputes that we have.  I know a number of centers which have just been delayed whereby we have people having the allotment letters and they don’t have the land because physical plan has not been done. What is very important is the physical plan, let us allocate money for physical planning and let us agree to do the physical planning in most of the centers.

Madam Speaker, we have to do physical planning even if the land is not allocated to anybody so that later you can agree to distribute land which is already planned.  Otherwise even if we agree on the issues of allotment letters and money to be allocated on the same and no physical planning which has been done it will go back to what Hon. Bowen said though it is like he didn’t bring it out clearly when he referred to allotment as useless because if you have an allotment letter of a certain center or town and no physical plan has been done, when you will go to lands offices you will be shown a place that has been already grabbed yet you will no idea about it.  I support this motion and we should also agree when we have things like CIDPs or public participation to allocate money for physical planning.  Thank you Madam Speaker.

(Applause)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Purity Talam.  

Hon. Putirty: Thank you very much Madam Speaker, I also want to support the motion which has come at the right time.  The Hon. Members have contributed to this motion and we have heard them, so without much ado Madam Speaker, reading the mood of the House you kindly put the question. Thank you very much.

(Applause)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): I can see just as put clearly by Hon. Purity Talam that the mood of the House is that the question to the motion be put.  So before we put the question I will now call Hon. Charles Koskei MCA Mogotio Ward who is the mover of the motion to reply.

Hon. Koskei: Thank you Madam Speaker, I want to thank the members for their contributions as they say this motion has come at the right time.  Madam Speaker, lack of planning for these centers is not as a result of lack of funds because members who apply for transfers always pay so the money is there. Finally lack of allotment letters from the National Lands Commission is an open box for grabbers to grab land that has no allotment letters.  Madam Speaker, I just want to thank the members and thank the House for their contributions. Thank you.

(Question put and agreed to)
(Applause)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Saphina): Hon. Members I want to congratulate you and the mover of the motion for passing this very important motion. It is a clear demonstration that you have very good intentions of serving the people of Baringo as well as resolving the issues and the challenges that they face.

 For the last five years during the last Government, this land problem and the allotment letters has been there and it is a shame that the County Government was not able to resolve it.  In this case Hon. Members,  I think we should work in a different way that can give rapid results for the matter, as the Chair to resolve this case,  I direct that let this motion not end in the shelves but make the work roll in the direction of resolving this problem of land which is of a high magnitude. I now direct that we have a joint meeting between the Committee of Lands and the Committee of Finance, the Committee of Delegated Legislation and the Committee of Implementation will take up after.

Why the committee of finance is because the County Government for the last five years have continued to lose revenue because of this problem and it will continue losing revenue if the problem is not resolved, in fact we should know how much was lost in terms of revenue for the last five years and how much we are likely to lose also in terms of revenue if the problem is not resolved. So the Committee of Finance… of cause the leading committee is the Committee of Lands led by Hon. Koech and we will also have the Committee of Finance then the Committee on Delegation which will follow-up on the issues of the laws and the Committee of Implementation will take it up, we need a report after three months, you will meet then you plan how you are going work together.

ADJOURNMENT

Order Members! The House is adjourned until Wednesday today at 2:30pm
The House rose at 11:33AM.
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