BARINGO COUNTY ASSEMBLY
THE HANSARD

The House met on 5th April 2017 at 2:53 PM

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto) in Chair

PRAYERS

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Please ring the quorum bell for five minutes

(Quorum bell rung)
Ok Clerk we can precede
STATEMENTS

incapacitated kampi samaki health centre

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Any member of the health committee?

Hon. Beatrice: Thank you Mr. Speaker, it is very unfortunate that we have a health facility that is being padlocked at night and as a committee we are going to get to the root course of it and ensure an immediate action taken.  Mr. Speaker I kindly request that when we will be having the next sitting… Mr. Speaker we will act before we come back from our recess.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Thanks for the response but how sure are you that we are going for recess?

Hon. Beatrice: Mr. Speaker, if we will be around it will be the better because this is an emergency issue which needs to be addressed.  So if we shall be there then I will bring the answer on Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Hon. Kambala.
Hon. Kambala: Mr. Speaker,  I don’t agree with the Chairperson because this facility has caused two ladies to lose their lives just because the nurse was not available to assist even with the first aid services, Mr. Speaker the community is not happy on the way this facility is being handled and I thought this House could be the place to get assistance but if the Chairperson is also saying the committee will bring the response after recess so that means people will continue suffering until this Assembly resumes after recess.

Mr. Speaker this is an issue that the committee should have even inquired from the health authorities on what is happening because I am told the nurse who was there was transferred because of some issues and the one who is there is the one authorizing the watchman to padlock the gates at around 9:00 pm. Mr. Speaker allow me to inform this House that last week on Friday we buried the second lady; about 60 years old who had some complications who unfortunately died before reaching Marigat. 

The mourners in this event said if the lady would have received at least first aid, she could have reached the next facility for treatment. Remember Mr. Speaker the people who were taking the lady to the hospital had to jump over the fence to get the watchman who informed them that he was instructed to padlock the facility at such times.

Mr. Speaker I thought the chairperson could have taken a step of consulting the authorities for action because we are all aware that there is no statement in this House now of the same to instruct officers to visit the facility and ascertain what is happening.  Mr. Speaker, I request as you make your ruling that the person in charge of Marigat Sub-County Hospital to at least do something.  Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Thank you Hon. Kambala, can the Chairperson confirm to the House what is happening in this health ministry.  The other day I heard that the committee of health are serving a suspension, in light to the lack of a statement here are we seeing a repeat of the historical justice or injustice the committee have been doing to this House? Can you tell us!

 Secondly is there any negligence from your respective CEC as to the concern of members on statements?

Hon. Beatrice: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I want to confirm to this House that the ministry of health is one of the best ministries in this County, there is no negligence in our ministry Mr. Speaker, the only issue is that, the statement that is being sought by the Hon. Member needs urgent attention so…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): When are you going to give this House a statement… the soonest time possible 

Hon. Beatrice: Mr. Speaker as I had earlier said that should it be that we shall be in this House by next week Tuesday afternoon Mr. Speaker is the most appropriate time for us and if we shall be on recess, the committee shall act on this matter and bring the statement after the recess because this is an urgent matter that needs to be addressed with a lot of seriousness. Thank you. 
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): What is your point of order Hon. Kamuren?

Hon. Kamuren: Thank you Mr. Speaker, my point of order is that, the Chairperson is telling us that the ministry of health is the best while we already have a mess here in form of a question! That is misleading the House Mr. Speaker and I think we need to be honest because we are talking about peoples’ lives, it is not an issue of painting hoods while our people are suffering and we are going for elections.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Members I will allow you to react a little on the status of the Government developments and or issues like these ones which are of concern.  I will give to about four members to contribute on that, it is like the Government is no longer interested in handling issues.

Hon. Kambala: Mr. Speaker it is unfortunate for those members who came to the House after I made my deliberations on this matter, it is unfortunate because people are dying and the CECs are busy campaigning, we are also campaigning but we are still required to take our responsibilities. Mr. Speaker the CEC for health is from my Ward and this proves to be very unfortunate that people lack medicine, no personnel to attend to them and we are told here that this ministry is the best… if people are dying because there is no nurse, no medicine… even if a person was to die he or she should first be assisted so that even if death comes it is going to be that he or she was assisted, but going to a public health centre and it is padlocked… is there a reason for locking the gate at night?
Mr. Speaker I was in the funeral service for the late lady and people came from as far as Eldama Ravine and they were asking whether there is a Government or even leaders in a region where health facilities are locked at night yet nothing is done. Mr. Speaker I want to plead with the chair that we should not sympathize with our CECs, COs … because we are talking about life, we are not talking about performance or anything else.

Mr. Speaker, I asked this question last week on Wednesday and today is on a Wednesday that is one week down the line, there is no reason why they should not have brought the response and tag that if the House is not going to recess they are going to give a report in the coming week, what happened in the previous week what did they do? So Mr. Speaker this being a serious matter even if the Governor comes to my village he will have to answer this question.

Mr. Speaker there is no reason for looking for votes while people are dying because there are no nurses and there is no medicine in the facilities.  I want to request the chairperson… she should have even said she is going to meet health officers at the office even if the CEC is not present and ask them what has happened.  Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Noted, Hon. Chepsongol what is your take now that the Government is campaigning using Government vehicles and no longer attending to people?
Hon. Chepsongol: Mr. Speaker I am aware that this question was in this House last week…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): And can you confirm, is the CEC within the County headquarters? 

Hon. Chepsongol: Mr. Speaker I was with the CEC this morning and there are some equipment which were to be taken to Koroto dispensary…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): The matter here is not about equipment. 

Hon. Chepsongol: No… But

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Order Hon. Chepsongol it is not about issues of equipment

Hon. Chepsongol: No, I want to dispute the statement said here that the CECs are not working! I also want to say as a Government representative that the CEC is there and working, maybe this case of a nurse… Mr. Speaker I want to say this in the issue of nurses, that it has been advertised in the local dailies that they want to employ…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Order! Order! Hon. Chepsongol can you talk about the issue of Kampi Ya Samaki health centre being locked. 
Hon. Chepsongol: It is locked because there are no nurses Mr. Speaker.  I am saying that may be by the end of next month we may have a nurse there but as a chief whip I will…

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): There is a point of order Hon. Chepsongol.
Hon. Kambala: Mr. Speaker is the member in order to say nurses were not there? We are not saying nurses are not there but they have given orders to the watchman to padlock the gate to the facility.  Mr. Speaker let the member focus on Kampi Ya Samaki and not to go round telling us the CEC is working, if he is working then the facility should have been operational.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): I am giving a ruling on this matter that… Hon. Chepsongol you are out of order! 
(Hon. Chepsongol consults loudly)

Order! I know why… Order! Hon. Chepsongol. I am giving a ruling that the chairperson to consult via phone about the issue of Kampi Ya Samaki and the issue be rectified by tomorrow.  Two, the statement must and should be in this House tomorrow afternoon at 2:30pm if the CEC is around the way Hon. Chepsongol has said. We preceed Clerk.
(Statement deferred)

MOTION

pic/pac/auditor’s 2013/14 report on funds use 
by eldama ravine water and sewerage company

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): I do not see the Chair PIC/PAC, the Vice Chair you can proceed.

Hon. Parkei: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir I stand to present the report of Public Accounts and Investment committee…

(Loud Consultations)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Hon. Members consult on low tones. 

Hon. Parkei: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir I stand to present the report of Public Accounts and Investment committee on the report of the auditor general on the financial operations of the Eldama Ravine Water and Sewerage Company Limited (ERWASCO) for the period 1st July 2013 to 30th June 2014.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Hon. Parkei there are areas you should not read, just skip.

Hon. Parkei: I know. I will start with actual audit queries, witness responses and committee recommendations.
Unconfirmed Water Sales; The statement of comprehensive income for the year ended 30th June 2014 reflects income of Kshs 24,102,346 which includes income from water sales of Kshs 13,135,585. However records in support of the quantity of water produced and sold were not availed for audit review. In addition the income of Kshs 24, 102,346 includes grants from the Water Services Trust Fund (WSTF) for development of water supply infrastructure contrary to the requirements of IAS 20 which states that government grants related to assets including non-monetary grants at fair value be presented in the balance sheet either by setting up the grant as deferred income or by deducting the grant in arriving at the carrying amount of the asset.

In witness response, this grant was sourced from two institutions namely; Rift Valley Water Service Board Kshs 500,000 and Water Service Trust Fund Kshs 10,252,940. Kshs 500000 was meant to pay gratuity hence not a capital income. The rest of the income (Kshs 10,252,940) was capital in nature since it was meant to finance projects. Therefore the actual amount on income will stand at Kshs 13, 849, 406 after adjustments. On account of income which was capital in nature the following adjustments have been effected. Debit the grant account Kshs 10,252,940 and the credit the accumulated loss account by Kshs 10,252,940 being correction of an error of a wrong treatment of a grant.

The unaccounted for value for water produced and not captured as revenue is for Unaccounted for water (UFW) which is high due to physical losses arising from old dilapidated systems which is over 30 years old while water systems are designed for lifespan of 20 years. Currently survey is being done on the 20 km length of the pipeline to check leakages, Initial material used for the pipeline was dark tile iron donated from France, which is prone to rust thus a short lifespan. Further Lembus community refuse installation of metres (metre apathy) which leads to UFW before main storage tank

The committee recommends that, the pipeline be redone from Chemususu to the main tank directly, then return pipe be used to connect consumers which must pass through water metres that are ascertained to be functional to check the usage.

Henceforth no water connection be done without a water metre connected to any consumer.

Further the County Government should enact Regulations to govern water usage through the water metres that currently stand 3% of total water connections to check apathy by the community on their usage.

Going concerns; The statement of financial position as at 30th June 2014 reflects current liabilities totalling Kshs 39,712,490 compared to current assets of Kshs 25,345,164 resulting to a negative working capital of Kshs 14,367,326.This is an indication that the Company may be experiencing financial difficulties in settling maturing obligations as and when they fall due. The Company’s financial position is therefore precarious and its continued existence as a going concern is dependent upon continued support from the Government, creditors and its bankers. 

In witness response, after adjustments the following was the correct position. Before adjustment current liabilities was 39,712,490 and after adjustment was 40,251,938.and before adjustment current assets was 25,345,164 and after adjustment was 25,934,890.
As for the company’s going concern the management has approached the Rift Valley Water Service Board and the County Government to settle some of the creditors. RVWSB has also been approached to revise the figure on levy downwards from the current 17 per cent on billings to a manageable percentage. Further to this RVWSB being the major creditor is requested to waive their outstanding arrears to reduce on the creditor figure and allow the company’s liquidity to be sound. The approach on the second phase distribution will reach more connections therefore reviving the hope for previous customers who have outstanding arrears hence regularise their accounts which will enable the company recover the huge arrears.

Further the Managing Director alluded to limited knowledge on replies to Audit Queries, but 
had made proper documentation to support responses after consultations with the Committee.

The 35,000 M3 of water per day expected from Chemususu Dam will augment current production that stands at 5000M3 against a demand of 32000M3 in addition to the new distribution system to be put up from Phase II of Chemususu Water project. This will lead to increased connections and quantity of water available for sale to consumers and improve the financial position of the Company greatly.

Further a pipeline water committee was to follow up with RVWSB on waiver and reduction of fees which was pegged at 17% when coverage was 100%, this coverage of the water project by ERWASCO currently stands at 30%.

The committee recommends the County Government should follow up on the waiver of water use fees with RVWSB (with worst case scenario being re-negotiating the water use fee downwards from the contractual figure of 17%)

The County Government should as a matter of priority form a company to undertake the functions of ERWASCO and appoint a pool of competent persons, to both the Board and Management of such an outfit.

In addition the County Government should inherit all creditors of the Company and put in place a sustainable business strategy.

Inaccuracies in the Financial statements Property, Plant and Equipment;
The statement of financial position reflects property, plant and equipment balance of Kshs 769,219 as at 30th June 2014. However the assets movement schedule under Note 3(a) to the financial statements omitted the comparative figures of 2012/2013 contrary to the requirement of IAS 16 (73) on accounting treatment for property, plant and equipment which requires that financial statements disclose for each class of property, plant and equipment the gross carrying amount and the accumulated depreciation (aggregated with accumulated impairment losses) at the beginning and end of the period. In addition the comparative net book value for property, plant and equipment is shown as Kshs 863,324 while the audited report for the 2012/2013 financial year indicates a figure of Kshs 885,104 resulting to a difference of Kshs 21,780. No reason or explanation has been provided to explain the difference.

Consequently the accuracy and validity of the total netbook value of Kshs 769,219 as at 30th June 2014 could not be confirmed.

In witness response, the anomaly in fixed assets schedule over balance brought forward and repetition of acquisition cost of some assets has been corrected and reflected in the books.  Copy of fixed assets register to capture prior year adjustment was availed and was blamed on the use of Excel as software for tracking the assets.

The committee recommends that the Company should maintain and regularly update a fixed assets register for the Company using universally acceptable accounting packages that can withstand the test of time. Further there is a need to constantly undertake capacity building of staff of the Company.

Prior year adjustment;
The statement of changes in equity indicates a prior year adjustment figure of Kshs 7,771,087 under the accumulated loss account during the year ended 30th June 2014. However, no documentary evidence was provided for audit review to support or explain this adjustment. In addition the International Accounting Standards (IAS) No.8 requires that prior period adjustments be corrected by retrospective restatement except to the extent that it is in practicable to determine either the period specific effect or the cumulative effect of the error. Consequently the accuracy of the accumulated loss account balance of Kshs 13,904,884 for the year ended 30th June 2014 could not be confirmed.

In witness response, it is a requirement that errors which were made and recognized later in the financial statements and adjustments is to be effected in the current year to show the true position of the financial statements. The above figure is the Water Services Trust Fund funding for the implementation of water projects which was supposed to be treated as a creditor therefore the adjustment has been affected to correct the anomaly. A copy of the contract with WSTF was presented as evidence.

Prior year adjustment was unsupported in 2014/15 financial statement with Auditor W.I.P. note 6 on the ageing analysis provision of dustbin collection conclusive on collectability.

i) Ageing

ii) Solian /Saos are under different Water Service Provider.

It was confirmed that in some areas e.g Lepolos water was last received from ERWASCO in 1995.

The committee recommends that, the technical staff of the ERWASCO needs to be refreshed on all aspects of Accounting and Financial management to avoid such glaring errors. All technical staff of the Company be taken through capacity building sessions on various matters touching on their job descriptions/mandates. The County Government should as a matter of urgency post a qualified accountant on secondment to the Company until the audit of the current Financial Year is undertaken by the office of the auditor general.
Work in progress; The statement of cash flows for the year ended 30th June 2014 reflects increase in work in progress by Kshs 6,561,878 while the correct increase in work in progress during the year amounted to Kshs 5,231,595. The difference of Kshs 1,330,283 has not been explained or reconciled. Consequently the accuracy and validity of the work in progress balance of Kshs 13,002,682 as at 30th June 2014 could not be confirmed.

In witness response the cumulative work in progress for the financial year has been calculated and corrected as required. 

The committee recommends that the Officers of ERWASCO and indeed every County Government entity should strive to ensure they avail proper, accurate and complete documents if and when the same are requested from them by the Auditors.

Opening balances in the statement of comprehensive income.
During the year under review the following account balances relating to personnel costs contained variances as detailed below.

No explanations or reconciliations have been provided for these anomalies. In the circumstances the accuracy and validity of the personnel costs comparative figures totaling Kshs 13,003,383 for the year ended 30th June 2013 could not be confirmed. 

In witness response, it is true that the comparison for 2012/2013 and 2013/2014 financial years on basic pay had errors. We have therefore an adjustment as follows. Debit accumulated loss account Kshs 3,483,984 and then credit basic pay account Kshs 3,483,984 being correction of an error over and overstatement of an expense. The comparison on leave allowance was Kshs 167,777 and Kshs 237,218 respectively and not as indicated in the audit report.

In committee recommendations, the Officers who calculated and presented erroneous documents to the Auditors be reprimanded.

Further all County Government Accounting Officers should hold and keep minutes of Audit Exit Minutes to confirm that the issues raised by the Auditor are factual and where evidence was sought it was not provided accordingly.

Accounts receivables; The statement of financial position reflect account receivables balance of Kshs 23, 886, 873 which includes consumer debts (arrears) of Kshs 22, 929, 759 as at 30th June 2014 whose aging analysis was not provided for audit review. Further no provisions for bad and doubtful debts have been made against these debts. Consequently the accuracy and validity of account receivable balance of Kshs 23, 886, 873 as at 30th June 2014 could not be confirmed.

In witness response, we provided the schedules for debtors for the purpose of audit. The schedules indicate clearly the ageing analysis which guides in providing the correct debtor figure in the financial statements. For verification the schedules were presented as evidence. The company through debt management has been able to identify the percentage on bad and doubtful debts which is supposed to be adopted by the board of directors. It is the hope of the management once the board is constituted they will adopt the debt management strategy.

The Committee recommendations say that the County Government should set up a Board of Management immediately for the successor of ERWASCO to forestall policy gaps witnessed earlier on. In addition the County Government should put in place a Debt Management Strategy detailing how to follow up on existing debtors, preventing new debts from accruing and the procedures to follow for categorization of debts as bad and doubtful debts.

Grants from Rift Valley Water Services Board;
The statement of financial position as at 30th June 2014 reflects grants from Rift Valle Water Service Board (RVWSB)-inherited debts amounting to Kshs 13, 209, 459. However, the details of the grant including the terms and conditions pertaining to the grant were not provided for audit review. Consequently the validity and completeness of the grant of RVWSB totalling Kshs 13,209,459 as at 30th June 2014 could not be confirmed.

In witness response, a schedule of grants from RVWSB was provided during audit. The figure comprises of net salaries before taking over the payroll and the outstanding debtors as 31st January 2007 as follows;
Total Net salaries for January, February and March 2007 stood at 1,616,976 while the total outstanding debt was 11,592483. 
The Temporary Speaker (Hon.Kipkuto); There is someone who is using a phone on a loud voice. Proceed Hon. Parkei.

Hon. Parkei: Thank you for protecting me.
A copy of inherited debt schedule was presented as evidence.

In committee recommendations, all debts inherited by ERWASCO be written off by the County Government to ensure clean books for the entity inheriting its role so that it can start off on a clean slate.

Unconfirmed Bank Balance;
Mr. Speaker, the statement of financial position as at 30th June 2013 reflects cash and bank balance of Kshs 845,645. However, bank reconciliation statement prepared as at 30th June 2014 did not disclose the details of the reconciling items including unpresented cheques. Consequently the accuracy of the cash and bank balance of Kshs 845, 645 as at 30th June 2014 could not be confirmed

Witness response;
The figure of Kshs 845,645 was accurately captured after considering all the necessary bank reconciliations and disclosing all the unpresented cheques within the period under review. Copies of bank reconciliations and bank certificates for all accounts operated by ERWASCO were presented as evidence.

In committee a recommendation, the bank balances for the period ended was confirmed to be Kshs 845,645 by both the Auditors and the Committee and as such the Accounting Officer and his team are exonerated from blame.

In conclusion, the County Government should act with speed and implement the recommendations of this report to give teeth to the newly formed Chemususu Water Company to start off on a clean slate and ensure water from the newly built Chemususu Dam reaches to targeted beneficiaries within the County. Further the Department of Water should table intervention policy frameworks on the Water Sector in the County for approval by this Assembly.

On behalf of my Committee ask members to adopt this report to enable residents of Eldama Ravine and its environs access adequate clean and safe water, as provided for in Article 43(1) (d) of the Constitution of Kenya, 2010.
Mr. Speaker sir I beg to move and request this House to adopt this report and I ask Hon. Cheboiwo to second.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Hon. Cheboiwo.
Hon. Cheboiwo:  Thank you Mr. Speaker sir I rise to second this report. I have been involved in all fact findings over this auditor general report. We went to Eldama Ravine, sat with the different committees of ERWASCO and we realized that the company was in pathetic situation. There are recommendations which have already been implemented. 

I request these Members to support and pass this motion and be implemented to date. Thank you Mr. Speaker sir

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Thank you Hon. Cheboiwo.  

(Question Proposed)
Debate is open
Hon. Kibii: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir I rise to contribute on the audit report by PIC/PAC on ERWASCO. The audit was for 2013/14FY but the problem at hand is worse. The debts stand at 11Million and salaries at 29Million. We had a meeting two weeks ago on how to make this company  stand but it was impossible Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker what should be done is only is to close ERWASCO and start Chemususu which will cover upto Mogotio. We requested each ward in Eldama Ravine to contribute 2Million to open a company in Chemususu Phase II to give room for the sub county to work together with the company. 

There was rampant demonstration by workers not paid because they could be given cash by the company and nothing went to their accounts. 

Secondly, when you look at the workers 90% are unskilled labor which they don’t even understand which is the reason why the company is in a mess with a lot of problems.
Lastly you can even find water leakages’ running like a stream even for a week without necessary action being and that is the problem that we have in Eldama Ravine. As we pass this Audit report… I think we will not amend anything but let us pass it and we need more interrogation until the date we have 2016 or 2017 so that we know more problems about this, so I support.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Thank you Hon. Kibii. Yes Hon. Kamuren.

Hon. Kamuren: Thank you Mr. Speaker, on the same note on this Motion, following the presentation by the Chair on the recommendations of the committee, there is a clear indication that there was some differences between some years when there was audit which is accumulating to around Kshs. 13 million but nobody could confirm where this money is.

No explanation or recommendation has been provided for this anomaly. In the circumstances the accuracy and validity of the personnel costing figures which is totaling Kshs.13 million of the year ending 2013 could not be confirmed.

That is a huge amount, Mr. Speaker. When you see the recommendation after the witness’s response, it is indicated that there was somebody who did not provide some documentation to the auditors as required.

Now this has accumulated again to another complication that the committee was coming up with this Kshs. 22 927 759 as it is explained very clearly. There is a clue of a serious mess, this has resulted to what Hon. Member from that side who said that some people have not been paid, and they are so many.

Being a human being and you have worked for a certain company for some time and you are not paid is a serious challenge because  those who are working are adults and I believe they are parents and they needed money to assist their families but nobody has paid them.

 There is a mess here which is very clear, as much as we are supporting this Motion, there is need sometimes to be very accurate because this is a Legislative House whereby we need to be very accurate. When there is a mess on issues of resources we accept that there is a mess and we keep to those who have the opportunity and have the capacity of following up this matter.

On that note Mr. Speaker, my thinking is that because there is enough evidence over this and this company has messed up with the people of that locality and the people of Baringo, it could be fair if such a document or an issue to be handed over to anti-corruption commission and follow up this matter because that is their role. 

They will have assisted us, even if we have a new company they will do the same thing and people will mess up all through and people will be suffering, so if anti-corruption can come in here and follow up this document, this document is very clear and the committee have done their work well and we do appreciate then let the anti-corruption take from there and do their work.

Meanwhile I will also agree with the Hon. Member who is coming from that region that there is need of having a new company to assist so that we can have a new face and we can also create confidence to the locals because right now when you talk of Chemususu and the issues of water, already people are seeing that there is no clear future. So for the sake of having a clear future we need to have a new face  where we can still have a new company coming in place then we follow up and nature it together. 

Mr. Speaker we cannot leave such a thing the way it is; there is mess let us follow the law to the later and we will save our people thank you Mr. Speaker I support the Motion.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Thank you, any other Member? Yes Hon. Kibowen. 

Hon. Kibowen: Thank you. According to what we have heard in this report there was no company it was an executive formation of companies because an experienced company cannot mess like this.

I support Hon. Kamuren that we forward this thing to Anti-corruption, starting another company with no experience will be the same case. I think the only way we can get the money back from this people is through investigation. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto):  Thank you Hon. Kibowen, any other Member. Yes Hon. Cheboiwo.

Hon. Cheboiwo: Thank you Mr. Speaker. Since there is no other Member may I put that we investigated this ERWASCO Company and we realized that most of the money was taken by the Rift Valley Water Services Board as their levies 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Hon. Cheboiwo were you the one seconding?

Hon. Cheboiwo: Yes.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): You are now talking for the second time, anyway proceed. 

Hon. Cheboiwo: After investigating Mr. Speaker we realized that this water companies or water sources most of the time are being charged by WARMA or Rift Valley Water services Board and they are taking a lot of money. 

We also realized that the pipes were old and there a lot of leakages are happening, we also observed that the families using the water are not paying for it, it is the only water kiosk in town which are paying. 

We also noted that the company was being run by few people; around three and most of the members who were collecting revenue were some people who were employed some years back and the company changes directors severally.

We also confirmed what Hon. Kibii said that we have already passed in this House the directors of Chemususu water projects which means the other directors are no longer in office, the directors are now new and they need to be assisted by either the people who are using the Chemususu dam water or the Rift valley Water Service Board to write off those debts from  the company. This will help the people operate adequately and be able to serve the people. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Thank you Hon. Cheboiwo. 

Hon. Kamuren: Thank you Hon. Speaker, on a light note Mr. Speaker, when Hon. Cheboiwo was giving us some information he mentioned that the water service board was taking back some money as levies and it is the same committee that did confirm that Kshs. 13 million, that  nobody can confirm. They had an opportunity of writing and saying some levies was taken back, some water was lost but why come and say it here verbally?

When there is a mess Mr. Speaker we need not to be misled, we want to follow the law to the ladder for the sake of the future. If we have new directors what assurance are they giving us?

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto):  Order Hon. Kamuren that is enough. Hon. Members as you all know the management of water companies is still under the Rift Valley Water Board and I think the County Government is trying all its best to get the company be owned by the Baringo County Government. In due course I think the many problems which we face will come into an end. Yes Hon. Kambala

Hon. Kambala: Thank Mr. Speaker, on the second last page of the recommendations of this committee; sorry I was out to attend to an urgent call when the Chair was reading. Mr. Speaker, I have just heard Members saying that this report should be forwarded to Anti-corruption Commission for the investigation. But Mr. Speaker, at the end of it before the conclusion in the recommendation that both the auditors and the committee searched the accounting officer and his team was exonerated from the blame. 

So Mr. Speaker if the Members are saying that the accounting officers should not be blamed for this mess, I am somehow confused on which way to go because even the Member of the committee who was talking now is saying that this other money was being returned back to the Rift Valley Water Service Board.

Mr. Speaker, I just came in but looking at the report and what the Members have recommended, the committee on PIC and PAC, our discussion and looking at the report, I am reluctant and as much as we adopt the report we want to look at these recommendations as a House, adopting this report and they are saying that the accounting officer and the team are not to blame...

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Thank you Hon. Kambala, I think I said that moving forward all water services will be managed by our County Government and that is where we will rectify all the mess as we have seen in this report. 

Otherwise Members I propose that this House adopts the report of the Public Accounts and Investment Committee on the report of the auditor general on the financial operations of Eldama Ravine  Water and Sewerage Company Ltd for the period 1st July 2013 to 30th June 2014.

(Question put and agreed to)

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Members before we adjourn it is my wish and I have seen my friend Hon. Jackson Tarus from Mochongoi, for the time we have been in this House I have been wishing Members success in their party primaries.

I am therefore requesting Hon. Tarus to give us a word because I have heard from the streets of this town that he is not contesting and I don’t know his take. He can advise us on a lighter note as we adjourn. 

Hon. Tarus: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I am retiring from politics and I wish you all best of luck. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kipkuto): Thank you. We can give that Member an applause because he is retiring and he is saying no to politics. Hon. Members tomorrow morning we shall be having a special sitting, you all understand that there is a supplementary budget.  I request you to keep time and ensure that tomorrow we finish that business in the morning and afternoon session so that we see if we can adjourn for the sake of those Members who are going for the party primaries, anyway we shall decide that tomorrow.

Otherwise Members just as Hon. Tarus has wished us well, I also wish everyone good health and success.  

Order Members, I now adjourn the Assembly until tomorrow at 9.30am.

The House rose at 3:55pm
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